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Internal Assessment Resource

Art History Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91185 version 2
Communicate a considered personal response to art works

	Resource title: Critic’s Review

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91185-02-5400

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Art History 91185: Communicate a considered personal response to art works

Resource reference: Art History 2.6A v2
Resource title: Critic’s Review 

Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the Achievement Standard Art History 91185. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment resource requires students to respond to an art work by writing a critic’s review for a newspaper, magazine, or website.

Art works may include but are not limited to paintings, drawings, sculptures, installations, prints, collages, architecture, handcrafted objects, film, animation, photographs, digital images, whakaairo, kowhaiwhai, tukutuku, tapa cloth.

Students will view art works on a field trip to an exhibition and undertake research into the exhibition and four individual art works. 

The art works may be selected by the teacher or by the student. 

Prior to the assessment task, expose students to a range of different art reviews to increase their awareness of the style and approach used by critics. 

Conditions

Students will be assessed on their interpretation of the significant features of the art works and their personal and research-based responses to the exhibition.

This is an individual activity. Students have three weeks of in-class and homework time to complete it.

Resource requirements

Students will require access to:

· a series of art works, e.g., an art exhibition, an art performance, museum display, whare whakairo, public art installation

· examples of art reviews

· research sources, e.g., books, magazines, exhibition catalogues, Internet.

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Art History 91185: Communicate a considered personal response to art works
Resource reference: Art History 2.6A v2
Resource title: Critic’s Review 

Credits: 4

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Communicate a considered personal response to art works.
	Communicate a convincing personal response to art works.
	Communicate a perceptive personal response to art works.


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to visit an exhibition, then write an art review of the exhibition for a newspaper, magazine, or website. 

Teacher note: Add the name of an exhibition that your students will visit as part of this assessment resource. 

You will write a review of the exhibition that interprets and responds critically and convincingly to selected art works and interprets significant features of the art works.

Teacher note: The publishing medium for this resource can be adapted to suit the needs of your students, for example, a podcast.

You will be assessed on your interpretation of the features of the art works and your personal and research-based responses to the exhibition.

This task has three steps:

· field trip

· research

· writing the review.

This is an individual assessment. You have three weeks of field trip, in and out-of-class time to complete this task.

Task

Field trip 

As part of this assessment task, you will participate in a field trip to view exhibited art works. Gather information for your review from exhibition guides and captions describing the art works. 

Make notes about:

· The title and opening dates of the exhibition

· The name, location and type of exhibition space 

· The curator of the exhibition (if relevant)

· The artists in the exhibition

· Information about the concept or theme behind the selection of artists and art works.

Select four art works and complete the following tasks for each art work: 

· Record the artist, title, date, media, dimensions 

· Describe the features: e.g. size, scale, media, symbols, motifs, and subject matter
· Record your responses to the work, i.e. your ideas, views, opinions, reactions and/or physical responses

· Describe the ideas, meanings and/or effects that you think the art work is conveying. 

Use captions, exhibition guides, and any available information to assist you with this.

Research

Use exhibition catalogues, gallery/museum websites, books, and magazines to find supporting information for your review. 

The following research questions could assist you in your research:

· What ideas, meanings, and effects is the artist trying to convey in each art work?

· Are there any important contextual factors that have influenced or affected the art work? 

· Is there a particular idea or theme behind the exhibition? If so, then how do your selected art works relate to this idea or theme?

Write your review

Write your review using the information you have gathered from your field trip and your follow up research. Focus on your interpretation and response to four art works. 

Aim to include:

· A brief introduction that includes any relevant information, for example, the location of the exhibition, the artist/s who are featured, the concept behind the exhibition
· An explanation of your ideas and/or interpretations of the features of each art work, using reasons based on evidence from the art works and/or other sources to support your views
· An evaluative response to the art works in the exhibition. 

Your review should be 800-1200 words, with about 200 words for each art work. Hand in your notes and a bibliography listing all sources with the review.

Resources

Source examples of art reviews from the following publications and websites: 

· Time Magazine (http://www.time.com/time/) particularly the art critic, Robert Hughes

· The New Zealand Herald reviewer T.J. McNamara (http://www.nzherald.co.nz/t.j.-mcnamara/news/headlines.cfm?a_id=311)

· New Zealand Listener (http://www.listener.co.nz/)

· Stuff website (http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/arts/)

· Art New Zealand 

· Art News 

· Local and national newspapers, for example, The New Zealand Herald, The Dominion Post, The Sunday Star Times, The Press, The Otago Daily Times.

Assessment schedule: Art History 91185 Critic’s Review

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student provides a considered personal response to each of three art works. They do this by:  

· expressing ideas, views, opinions, information, and/or interpretations of the features of each of 3 art works
· using evidence from the art works and/or other sources.
For example: 

The exhibition ‘Life and Vision’, Rita Angus Retrospective, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, 2008.

Rita Angus, ‘Self Portrait’, 1936, oil on canvas, 490 x 390mm (Dunedin Public Art Gallery).
· Dressed in masculine style coat. Cigarette in her hand makes her look tough. She stares out at viewer. Her face looks calm and strong.

· Simple composition. Her figure creates a pyramid shape; head and shoulders are set against a cityscape. Forms are bold and simplified, clearly defined edges. 

· The work is eye catching because it is simple and striking. Her eyes make you want to look back.

· The cityscape, her clothes and her expression show her as a modern woman in 1936. 

· I enjoyed looking at this work compared to the other self portraits in the exhibition. 
	The student provides a convincing personal response to each of three art works. They do this by:
· explaining personal responses to each art work based on supporting evidence from the art works and/or other sources.

For example: 

The exhibition ‘Life and Vision’, Rita Angus Retrospective, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, 2008.

Rita Angus, ‘Self Portrait’, 1936, oil on canvas, 490 x 390mm (Dunedin Public Art Gallery).
· Angus depicts herself as strong, independent woman. She seems to challenge viewers with her expression and her pose. The folded arms create a barrier. 

· The work was painted two years after Angus separated from her husband. 

· The city in the background, her clothes and her cigarette make her look as though she lives in an international city. She does not seem like a housewife or typical woman from New Zealand from the 1930s.

· The work made me think about what life would have been like for someone like Rita Angus in 1936.

· Bold forms and simple, striking composition add to the idea of a strong personality.
	The student provides a perceptive personal response to each of three art works. They do this by:
· using evidence from the art works and/or other sources to support their evaluative personal responses to the art works.

 For example: 

The exhibition ‘Life and Vision’, Rita Angus Retrospective, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, 2008.

Rita Angus, ‘Self Portrait’, 1936, oil on canvas, 490 x 390mm (Dunedin Public Art Gallery).
· This work conveys her feminist ideals. Angus was unconventional and did not want to conform to roles of house wife or mother in the 1930s.

· She is trying to define her new identity after her divorce.

· The space depicted is like a stage set with a painted backdrop. It is dramatic. It conveys the idea of playing a character. Angus seems to be trying on a new persona.

· Angus was very private. This painting was not meant to be exhibited. Her self-portraits were like a personal diary to herself. This made it more interesting to me.

· The work made me think about her courage and how hard it would have been. 


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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