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Internal Assessment Resource

Dance Level 1

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90860 version 3
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance

	Resource title: Digital Dance Portfolio

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-90860-02-4393

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


	Internal Assessment Resource


Achievement Standard Dance 1.4: Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance 
Resource reference: Dance 1.4B v3
Resource title: Digital Dance Portfolio
Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Dance 90860. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This achievement standard requires students to present evidence of their understanding of the elements of dance. 

The evidence will be demonstrated in a digital portfolio of student work, for example, recorded performance, photographs, slideshow presentations, audio recordings, digital posters, diagrams, and tables. 

The digital portfolio may be presented as a DVD or on a shared workspace.

This assessment resource includes a number of activities to be completed by students throughout the year. Adapt the context of the activities to suit the needs and interests of your students. You may wish to use activities from the 1.4A assessment resource, Exploring the Dance Elements. 

Conditions

Students need to complete at least six activities. 

Students may work collaboratively to complete practical aspects of this standard, but each student must complete one portfolio.

Make a holistic judgement based on all evidence presented for assessment. For example, a student will present work that overall demonstrates comprehensive understanding of dance elements for Excellence.

Resource requirements

Students may require access to a camera (still and video) and a data projector. 

They will require Internet access (including to video-sharing sites) and appropriate publishing and editing software. For examples, see Software for Learning on Te Kete Ipurangi (TKI) – The Online Learning Centre at: 
http://softwareforlearning.tki.org.nz/Browse-Software/(type)/shared_work_space.
The following DVDs include teacher support material and background information about dance in New Zealand. They also include recorded dance footage for use in student activities.

Discovering Dance: Dance style in Aotearoa New Zealand 
(Available from: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/discover_dance/index_e.php )
Dancemakers 
(Available from: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/dancemakers )
Contemporary Dance Aotearoa 
(Available from: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/contemporary/index_e.php )
Additional information

Because of time constraints, it is not intended that students spend an excessive amount of time learning how to use technology for the presentation of evidence towards this standard. Alternative presentation methods can be used if a school is unable to provide access to all the required technical resources, or if time does not allow for one particular presentation mode. However, presenting work in a digital format may provide students with new and accessible opportunities to present and communicate knowledge.

Students should be assessed on the content of the work produced rather than the presentation of the work.

Teachers may find the activities for this resource can contribute towards the development of skills and knowledge for other Level 1 Achievement standards. For example:

AS90858 Compose dance for given briefs 

AS90002 Perform dance sequences

AS90859 Demonstrate ensemble skills in a dance

AS90861 Demonstrate understanding of a dance performance

AS90005 Demonstrate knowledge of a dance genre or style. 

Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Dance 90860: Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance 
Resource reference: Dance 1.4B v3
Resource title: Digital Dance Portfolio
Credits: 4

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of the elements of dance.
	Demonstrate comprehensive understanding of the elements of dance.


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment resource requires you to complete a series of activities to demonstrate your understanding of the elements of dance. 

You will produce a digital portfolio that includes evidence of your understanding. The portfolio could include:

· slideshow presentations

· annotated photographs and diagrams

· tables, posters and images

· audio or video recording(s).

You can complete the activities throughout the year. 

You will be assessed individually on the depth of your understanding of the elements of dance in your work across all the activities as a whole.
Task

Complete at least six of the activities outlined below. 

For activities that require you to work with a partner or in a group, keep a record of your contribution. This record may include video, annotated diagrams, photographs, tables, comments, or reflections. 

Identify the elements of dance

Search the Internet for photographs of dancers who use aspects of the following three dance elements: 

· body

· space

· relationships 

Use publishing software to create a digital photoboard for your portfolio. 

Include notes that explain each dance element, and include the source or URL for each photograph. 

Explore beat and rhythm

In small groups, produce a steady beat and then create different rhythms to perform over the beat. Perform the rhythms with body percussion (using body parts such as hands, feet, fingers, and voice).

Create a short sequence where each of the performers keeps a steady beat (for example, performing a takahia) at the same time as they perform a rhythm using body percussion. Record the sequences.

Then record your answers to the following questions and include both recordings in your digital portfolio.

What is the difference between beat and rhythm?

What choices of body percussion were most effective in creating the rhythms, and why?

Body bases

Working individually, make a series of still shapes using a variety of body bases, such as: 

· two hands and one foot 

· bottom, one hand, and one foot

· one elbow, one knee, and two feet.

Work with a partner to make a series of still shapes that use a variety of body bases, such as:

· three feet and two hands;

· one knee, three feet, and one hand;

· one bottom, two feet, and two hands.

Photograph your most effective and least effective individual and partner shapes. 

Add comments to explain the reasons for your choice, and include the four annotated photos in your portfolio.

Contrasting shapes

Work with a partner to make a series of two-person still shapes that use the following contrasts:

· symmetrical and asymmetrical shapes

· angular and curved shapes

· high and low levels.

Photograph your most effective shapes for each contrast. 

Add comments to explain the reasons for your choice, and include the three annotated photos in your portfolio.

Explore counter-balances and weight-bearing

Work in pairs or groups of three to explore counter-balances and weight-bearing. Use different levels and body bases.

Photograph the most imaginative shapes. Select three for your digital portfolio, and identify the use of body bases, the levels, and the connected body parts. 

Add notes to each photograph to explain how each counter-balance or weight-bearing shape could contribute to a dance about friendship.

Note: The definition of a counter-balance is a balance for two or more dancers, where weight is shared equally. Weight-bearing is where one person may take some or all of their partner’s weight. This activity does not require lifts.

Creating a dynamic pathway

On paper or using a computer, create a diagram (or graphic score) of a pathway that has a start and a finish, and is made from a selection of up to five different lines or shapes, such as curved, straight, zigzag, dotted, or irregular. 
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Figure 1: An example of a graphic score

Imagine this graphic score is a combination of floor and/or air pathways that can be followed using different kinds of movement. 

Work individually to explore some movement ideas, and decide on a locomotor or non-locomotor movement to represent each section of the graphic score.

Label each part of the pathway diagram with one of the following energy qualities: sudden; sharp; percussive; smooth; delicate; sustained; staccato; explosive.

Rehearse performing your graphic score using the energy qualities that you have selected.

Perform the graphic score as a single dance sequence, and video your performance.

Annotate the graphic score to show:

· the locomotor or non-locomotor movements you selected

· the air and floor pathways that were used 

· how the energy qualities suggested on the graphic score were communicated through movement.

Include the recording and graphic score in your digital portfolio.

Facings

In a group of three, make a series of still shapes using a variety of different facings. Include the following shapes:

· all facing the same way

· two facing the same way and one facing a different direction

· all facing different directions.

Photograph the shapes you think are most effective. Annotate the photos to explain your choices.

Levels and focus 

Create three still shapes on three different levels, with a different point of focus for each shape. 

Photograph the shapes. Place the photographs in an order of your choice, and use this to develop a movement phrase. Video your phrase.

Re-order your photographs and create a new phrase that links the three still shapes. Video this and compare it to your first phrase, noting the use of levels and focus.

Identify a mood or idea that is suggested in each phrase, and explain how the levels and focus points help to communicate this. Suggest ways that this mood could be strengthened.

Include a written comparison of the two phrases, noting how the order of the photos, and the changes in the levels and the focus, have affected the moods and images.

Include the three photographs, the two video recordings, and your written comparison in the portfolio.

Identify aspects of dance elements in a group dance

Take a series of photographs of a group dance in which you are performing. Select three photographs that show the most interesting use of: 

· levels

· contrast

· formation.

Explain why you have selected each photograph, and how they demonstrate use of levels, contrast, and formation. 

Include the annotated photographs in your portfolio.

Sasa

Watch the performance of “Polynesian Styles” on the Discovering Dance DVD. 

Search the Internet for footage of dancers performing the sasa. Analyse the use of the elements in a sasa under the following headings:

· body

· space

· time and energy

· relationships.

In groups, decide on the five or six most important characteristics of the sasa. 

Take photographs of your group demonstrating these characteristics. 

Design and make a digital poster that uses the photographs and that clearly communicates the important characteristics of the sasa.

An Internet search

Search Internet video-sharing sites for footage of a dance genre that interests you or that you would like to know more about. Once you have your teacher’s approval, use this footage to illustrate the five elements of dance.

Take five screenshots of the dance to illustrate each element. (To take a screenshot, pause the video and hold down the keys “shift”, “apple”, and “4” [Mac] or hit “print screen” [PC]).

Paste the screenshots into slideshow software. Create a slideshow that uses the five elements of dance (space, time, energy, props, how the dancer(s) use their bodies, and their relationships to each other) as a framework to describe the genre you chose to explore. Include the source or URL for each photograph. 

Present the slideshow to your class. 

Contemporary dance – Te Kakano

Watch the performance of Te Kakano, choreographed by Michael Parmenter and performed by Taane Mete, on the Discovering Dance DVD. For more information about this dance, go to: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/discover_dance/contemp-focus_e.php 

Working in pairs or small groups, discuss the following questions:

· Which body part is the focus at the beginning and end of the dance?

· Why is this body part a focus?

· How is the body part emphasised in the dance?

· What is the effect of the focus on one body part and of repetition in the dance?

· What is the significance of “walking tall”? 

· How were the elements of dance used to communicate the ideas of pride, grace, and standing tall in the dance?

Rehearse “walking tall”. Emphasise careful and precise placement of the feet.

Identify one of the many ways in which the performer moves smoothly from a high level to a low level. Explore sinking to the floor in similar ways.

Identify one of the many ways in which the performer appears to move effortlessly from a low level to a high level. Explore rising from the floor in similar ways.

Compose a short phrase involving “walking tall”, sinking, rising, and “walking tall” once more.

Rehearse the phrase and film your final performance.

Include a DVD of the filming in your portfolio. 

Assessment schedule: Dance 90860 Digital Dance Portfolio

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student completes at least six activities, identifies a range of dance elements and explores a range of uses of those elements.

Example 1:

The student uses annotated photographs to identify the three dance elements of body, space and relationships.

Example 2:
The student works in a group to perform a phrase of body percussion, using both beat and rhythm. 

Example 3:

The student works with a partner to develop a series of two-person still shapes that use contrasts, and photographs their most effective shapes, labelling each shape in a diagram.
Example 4:

The student describes how dance elements are used in the sasa, using photographs in a digital diagram. 
	The student completes at least six activities, identifies a range of dance elements, explores a range of uses of the elements, applies the elements of dance in a range of contexts and reflects on the use of those elements. 

Example 1:

The student uses annotated photographs to identify the three dance elements of body, space and relationships, and writes short paragraphs that describe how dance movements can be developed from the dance elements shown in the photos.

Example 2:

The student works in a group to perform a phrase of body percussion, using both beat and rhythm. The student develops the body percussion phrase using a variety of body parts for extra effect and is able to list the differences between the beat and rhythm used in the performance.

Example 3:

The student works with a partner to develop a series of two-person still shapes that use contrasts, and photographs their most effective shapes, labelling each shape in a diagram. 

The student’s explanation includes details of how they could have changed the effect with the use of different shapes and how the contrasts can be used effectively in a particular dance form, such as hip hop.

Example 4:
The student describes how dance elements are used in the sasa, using photographs in a digital diagram. The diagram identifies how each element affects the sasa dance.
	The student completes at least six activities, identifies a range of dance elements, explores a range of uses of the elements, applies the elements of dance purposely in a range of contexts, and evaluates the effects, purpose, and/or appropriate use of those elements. 

Example 1:

The student uses annotated photographs to identify the three dance elements of body, space and relationships, and writes short paragraphs that describe how dance movements can be developed from the dance elements shown in the photos.

The student explains the effects of using a range of dance elements in a movement phrase, for example, changing formations and inserting a new movement into a phrase and considers the appropriateness of each element.

Example 2:

The student works in a group to perform a phrase of body percussion, using both beat and rhythm. The student develops the body percussion phrase using a variety of body parts for extra effect and is able to list the differences between the beat and rhythm used in the performance.

The student explains why each choice of body percussion was most effective in creating a particular rhythm and how each choice affected the audience experience.

Example 3:

The student works with a partner to develop a series of two-person still shapes that use contrasts, and photographs their most effective shapes, labelling each shape in a diagram. 

The explanation includes details of how they could have changed the effect with the use of different shapes and how the contrasts can be used effectively in a particular dance form, such as hip hop.

The student chooses counter-balance and weight-bearing shapes to communicate the idea of friendship in a duet and identifies the most effective shapes and alternative facings for audience viewing.

Example 4:
The student describes how dance elements are used in the sasa, using photographs in a digital diagram. 

The diagram identifies how each element affects the sasa dance, clearly communicates the important characteristics of sasa and compares the elements of sasa with elements of another form of dance.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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