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Internal Assessment Resource

Classical Studies Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91204 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between aspects of the classical world and aspects of other cultures

	Resource title: Epic poem vs. epic film

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91204-02-5433

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Classical Studies 91204: Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between aspects of the classical world and aspects of other cultures 
Resource reference: Classical Studies 2.5B v2
Resource title: Epic poem vs. epic film
Credits: 6
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the Achievement Standard Classical Studies 91204. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to demonstrate perceptive understanding of the relationship between classical literature, Homer’s epic poem The Iliad and contemporary film, Troy (directed by Wolfgang Petersen, 2004). 
Students will create a product in the format of their choice that demonstrates their perceptive understanding. This could be, for example, a PowerPoint presentation, a photo-booklet, an essay with annotated images, a brochure, a poster, or a sound or video recording. Discuss with your students the suitability of their chosen format.

Students should support their explanations with primary source evidence that is specific and relevant to the context. 

While not a requirement of the standard at any level of achievement, students are strongly encouraged to use secondary source material to support their points. This may allow students to demonstrate perceptive understanding of the relationship between aspects of the classical world and aspects of other cultures. 
· Primary sources include evidence surviving from the classical world, including written material in translation and artefacts of all kinds.

· Secondary sources include evidence drawn from later commentaries, for example, books, websites, encyclopedias, and later works of art and architecture.

This assessment activity can be modified for a different context. Teachers may wish to negotiate a context with their students, or allow them to choose their own.

Suggestions for contexts include:
· Herodotus’ The Histories and the film 300 (director: Zack Snyder, 2007) 
· A range of classical literature (e.g. aspects of Cassius Dio, Herodian on Commodus) and the film Gladiator (director: Ridley Scott, 2000)
· Homer’s Odyssey and the film The Odyssey (director: Andrey Konchalovskiy, 1997)
· Plutarch’s Life of Crassus and the film Spartacus (director: Stanley Kubrick, 1960). 
If a different context is used, ensure that the instructions in this resource are changed to match.
Conditions

This assessment will take place over three weeks of in-class and out-of-class time. Students will be assessed individually. Ensure that sufficient work is carried out under supervision to allow monitoring of progress and authentication of work.

Students should submit an accurate reference list or bibliography that includes all sources they have used in this activity. It will not be assessed, but will be used for authentication purposes.

Resource requirements

Students require access to the film Troy (2004) and a translation of Homer’s Iliad (hard copy or online).
Also provide students with access to primary and secondary source material. 

Additional information

Students are not assessed on the application of a methodology of inquiry. However, this activity does provide an opportunity for students to learn a methodology of inquiry prior to the activity. Identify each step of this process, making it clear that this is not part of the assessment activity but part of their prior learning.

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Classical Studies 91204: Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between aspects of the classical world and aspects of other cultures
Resource reference: Classical Studies 2.5B v2
Resource title: Epic poem vs. epic film
Credits: 6
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between aspects of the classical world and aspects of other cultures.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of the relationship between aspects of the classical world and aspects of other cultures.
	Demonstrate perceptive understanding of the relationship between aspects of the classical world and aspects of other cultures.


Student instructions
Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to demonstrate perceptive understanding of the relationship between classical literature, Homer’s epic poem The Iliad and contemporary film, Troy (directed by Wolfgang Petersen, 2004). You will demonstrate your understanding by explaining this relationship.
In your explanation, you should consider a range of aspects/factors and features such as:

· messages conveyed

· reasons for similarities and differences

· themes and patterns

· cultural expectations and codes of behaviour
· recognition of limitations of sources of evidence
You can choose how you will present your explanation. Formats include, but are not limited to a computer-assisted presentation, photo-essay, video, or brochure. Discuss your chosen mode of presentation with your teacher.

Support your explanation with primary and secondary source evidence that is specific and relevant to the context.
This is an individual assessment activity. It will take place over three weeks of in-class and out-of-class time.

Teacher note: adjust this time if necessary so that it gives your students every reasonable opportunity to demonstrate their understanding.
Preparatory tasks

Select evidence about the relationship between Homer’s Iliad and the film Troy. Use primary and secondary sources. You may also need to gather evidence about the Trojan War. Use the bullet points below to help focus your selection. 

For both epic poem and film, consider:

· the purpose. Who is the intended audience? What is the difference between the two genres?

· the story. What were the causes and consequences of the Trojan War? What role did the gods play? What themes are explored? 
· the characters. What are the relationships between main characters? How do characters develop? 

· The ideas and values of the classical world seen in both the poem and the film.  What ideas and values are emphasized in each text?

Also consider the reasons why Wolfgang Peterson chose to change or leave out aspects of the epic poem in his film. 

Sources that could provide you with evidence include:

· the Internet (websites, databases, online encyclopedias, online reviews, blogs)

· printed material (Homer’s Iliad, graphic treatments of the Iliad, newspapers and magazines, novels)

· films and documentaries

· people (interviews, questionnaires).

Record your evidence in suitable formats such as hand-written notes, photos, or printed or photocopied evidence with the relevant information highlighted.
Write bibliographical details for each source next to the evidence you gather. Ensure that these details are sufficient for you to complete a reference list/bibliography. 
Task

Choose a format for your presentation. Discuss its suitability with your teacher.

Using the primary and secondary source evidence you have gathered:
· explain the influence of Homer’s Iliad on the film Troy. Ensure that your explanation is detailed and that you support your viewpoint with relevant primary and secondary evidence

· consider the similarities and differences between Homer’s Iliad and the film Troy
· give reasons why the film is different from the poem. (For example, you might consider factors such as plot, audience appeal, and characters. Also consider the film’s purpose, cinematic effects, and budget.) 

Acknowledge your sources. Submit an accurate reference list/bibliography that includes all of the sources you have used. This will not be assessed, but will be used for authentication purposes.
Assessment schedule: Classical Studies 91204 Epic poem vs. epic film
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has demonstrated understanding of the relationship between classical literature and contemporary film.

The student has: 

· given an explanation of the relationship between classical literature and contemporary film
· Used primary source evidence.
For example (indicative extract only):
Troy, directed by Wolfgang Petersen and written by David Benioff (2004), is a direct link to the myth of the Trojan War through Homer’s Iliad. Both the text and the film portray villains and heroes, and the cause of the war is a woman. 
The story is set around the year 1250 BC and begins with the relationship between the Trojan Prince Paris and the beautiful Helen, Queen of Sparta. Paris convinces Helen to leave her husband Menelaus, and sail with him back to Troy. 

After Menelaus finds out that his wife was taken by the Trojans, he asks his brother Agamemnon to help him get her back. Agamemnon sees this as an opportunity to increase his power and agrees to help Menelaus wage war against Troy. 

They set off with a thousand Greek ships to attack the city. Odysseus came up with the idea of the wooden horse, which held many Greeks inside its belly, and was pulled inside the walls of Troy. The Trojans thought it was a gift to the gods but they soon found out it was to seal their fate and cause the destruction of their city.

Petersen utilises this aspect of the myth to create a film that relates to a wide-ranging audience. The story of the wooden horse is commonly known, but interestingly, Homer does not mention this event in his Iliad. 

One major difference between the two is that Homer recalls the tenth year of the war, with Troy still standing, and Petersen squeezes an accumulation of ten years of fighting into two hours of entertainment. 
The film draws inspiration from Homer’s Iliad to focus on war and the relationships between people to engage his modern audience. This results in a blockbuster film that made millions of dollars.
	The student has demonstrated in-depth understanding of the relationship between
classical literature and contemporary film.
The student has: 

· given an informed explanation, including a range of aspects/factors, of the relationship between classical literature on contemporary film 
· used primary source evidence of specific relevance to the context. 

For example (indicative extract only):
Troy, directed by Wolfgang Petersen and written by David Benioff (2004), is a direct link to the myth of the Trojan War through Homer’s Iliad. However, Petersen chose to change or omit certain Homeric aspects of the story to appeal more to his audience. The film Troy does not include the intervening Olympian gods, who play an important role in the Iliad, where many actions of the characters are almost directly caused or influenced by actions of the gods. 
The fight scene between Hector and Achilles is a good example. In the Iliad Hector does not readily engage in combat with Achilles. As the Trojans are retreating, he stays outside to engage Achilles, but as Achilles runs towards him, Hector panics and flees. Athena tricks him into stopping and fighting Achilles “so speaking Athene led him forward in her treachery”. Hector is also wearing Achilles’ armour, which had been taken from the body of Patroclus, and Achilles is wearing new armour, forged by Hephaestus. For a modern audience, seeing Achilles defeat Hector because he is the more skilled warrior, not because he has impenetrable armour and the goddess Athena beside him, is more dramatic. 
Petersen chose to make the film more realistic and accessible to a modern audience by having the characters held to account for their own actions. This evokes emotion in the viewers by encouraging them to sympathise or identify with the characters, especially Achilles and Hector. 
	The student has demonstrated perceptive understanding of the relationship between classical literature and contemporary film.

The student has: 

· given an explanation that shows insight, including a range of aspects/factors, of the relationship between classical literature and contemporary film .Which may include an understanding of:
· reasons for similarities and differences

· themes and patterns
· cultural expectations and codes of behaviour
· recognition of limitations of sources of evidence
· used primary source evidence of specific relevance to the context. 
For example (indicative extract only):
Troy, directed by Wolfgang Petersen and written by David Benioff (2004), is a direct link to the myth of the Trojan War through Homer’s Iliad. However, Petersen uses the poem more as a source of inspiration and therefore omits and changes aspects of the Homer’s version to suit his medium and audience. 
For example, in the film Menelaus is not killed by Hector but returns with Helen to Sparta after the fall of Troy. Achilles does not enter Troy inside the wooden horse but dies before this event. According to Greek mythology, Agamemnon does not die at Troy (as shown in the film), but is murdered by his own wife and her lover Aegisthus shortly after his return (along with Cassandra) to Mycenae. Having Briseis kill him is somewhat justifiable on the grounds that he is the ‘villain’, and is too important a character to have an off-screen death. Achilles’ character portrayal in the film is also interesting: you can see the ‘humanness’ in his character right from the beginning of the film, his care for Patroclus, and his reluctance to fight the Trojans because they have done him no harm. He tells Priam he is a far better king than Agamemnon, he cries over Hector's body because he realises he has killed a good man, and he releases Briseis. 

However, Petersen uses the relationship between Patroclus and Achilles to touch on the rage that directs the Iliad. The film shows Patroclus taking Achilles’ armour without his permission and dying at the hands of Hector because he thought he was Achilles. But in the Iliad Achilles knew of Patroclus' intentions to fight, and allows him to lead the Myrmidons in his place, lending him his armour. 

After the death of Patroclus, Achilles says in the Iliad “then let me die directly, since I was no help to my friend at his killing”. So in both the film and the epic, the death of Patroclus causes Achilles to rage against himself and the Trojans. Petersen was clearly more sympathetic towards the Trojans than Homer was. King Priam and Prince Hector’s patriotic and honourable ways seem to reflect the Trojans as a whole; portrayed as a peace loving people, who are unjustly attacked and their city burned because of the actions of Paris. 

I think many people today would regard the attack on Troy as unfair and unjust but Homer seems to feel it is justifiable for the Greeks to seek retribution and restore honour. The Greeks on the other hand, are portrayed as barbaric, fighting and courage their only real values. Peterson's portrayal of Agamemnon illustrates this.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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