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Internal Assessment Resource

Geography Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91246 version 2
Explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale

	Resource title: It’s your world!

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91246-02-5526

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Geography 91246: Explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale
Resource reference: Geography 2.7B v2
Resource title: It’s your world!
Credits: 3

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the Achievement Standard Geography 91246. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale. This involves identifying and explaining a spatial or temporal arrangement (pattern), explaining the causes of that pattern, and explaining the significance of the geographic topic for people in different parts of the world. 

Students are to select their own global geographic topics. Students must be able to show that they can access information about their topic from sources such as newspapers and the Internet. Discuss with students their selection before approving their topics.

Students will collect data individually, keeping it as a scrapbook, portfolio, or electronic diary.

Using maps, graphs, and tables, students will identify a spatial or temporal arrangement and provide reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, of the pattern. Students are then required to provide reasoned written explanations, using supporting evidence, that demonstrate an understanding of the significance of their chosen topic for people in different parts of the world.

Students will use one of the following formats to present their explanations:

· a PowerPoint presentation

· a webpage

· a poster

· a series of annotated maps.

Conditions 

Students will collect data in a time period you have specified. You can allocate class time if access to computers is required.

Resource requirements 

· Internet access
· atlases

· outline maps of the world

· scrapbook, portfolio envelope, or Intranet space.

Additional information 
Remind students about Internet safety and privacy issues.
Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Geography 91246: Explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale 

Resource reference: Geography 2.7B v2
Resource title: It’s your world!
Credits: 3
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.
	Explain, in-depth, aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.
	Explain, comprehensively, aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.


Student instructions
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.
To do this, you will create a presentation about a geographic topic of your choice. Provide reasoned explanations, using supporting evidence, to show that you understand the significance for people of the geographic topic.

This assessment activity requires some in- or out-of-class time either using the Internet or collecting newspaper articles.

The written explanation will take approximately one week of class time. You will be assessed on the comprehensiveness of your explanations.
Task
Choose a topic
Choose a global geographic topic. You could begin by finding a map (or series of maps) and/or a series of data (graphs and/or tables) that show a global pattern. You could use overlays to see changes to the pattern over time.

Make sure that you will be able to access information about the topic from a number of sources, such as reputable websites and newspaper articles.
Discuss your chosen topic with your teacher.
Data collection
Collect data such as maps, images, diagrams, news articles, statistical tables, graphs, and website pages.
Remember that you will be using this data to identify a spatial or temporal arrangement (pattern) and to provide reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, of that pattern. You will also need to provide reasoned explanations, using supporting evidence, of the significance of your chosen topic for people.

Presentation
Present three findings in the form of a PowerPoint presentation, a webpage, a poster, or a series of annotated maps. Include in your presentation.
1. a comprehensive explanation of the global pattern. First, identify the spatial or temporal arrangement of the data you have collected. (You may like to use a series of overlays, or some other means.) In your answer use geographic terms and concepts. Specific evidence and reference to regions or nations across different continents or hemispheres need to be incorporated into your answer as well.

2. a comprehensive explanation of the causes that contribute to the global pattern. Explain in detail what has caused the pattern, using specific evidence and referring to regions or nations across different continents or hemispheres.

3. a comprehensive explanation of the significance of the topic for people in different parts of the world. Use relevant evidence to support your explanation.

Assessment schedule: Geography 91246 It’s your world! 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with 
Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with 
Excellence

	Explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.
The student has:

· provided explanations of the spatial arrangement of the global pattern
· identified a pattern and provided reasons why they identified that spatial arrangement
· provided explanations of the causes that contribute to the global pattern
· stated the circumstances and/or sequence of events that have contributed to the pattern
· explained the significance of the topic for people around the world
· stated the effects on people’s lives in different parts of the world as a result of the topic.

For example:

The pattern/distribution is [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.]. It occurs xx times in [number of] regions/countries, continents/hemispheres and xx times in [number of] regions/countries, continents/hemispheres.

[Topic] happens in [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.] patterns in some regions/countries or continents/hemispheres, because ...
The effects of [topic] on people’s lives are... and...

	Explain, in depth, aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.
The student has:

· provided reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, of the spatial arrangement of the global pattern
· identified a pattern and provided reasons why they identified that spatial arrangement in named countries and/or hemispheres
· provided reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, of causes of the global pattern
· stated the circumstances and/or sequence of events that have contributed to the pattern in named regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres
· provided reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, of the significance of the topic for people around the world
· stated the effects on people’s lives in different parts of the world as a result of the topic in named regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres.

For example:

The pattern/distribution is [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.] in [named regions/countries, continents/hemispheres] and [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.] in [regions/countries, continents/hemispheres].
[Topic] happens in a [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.] pattern in [named regions/countries continents/hemispheres] and/or in [named regions/countries, continents/hemispheres] because ...
The effects of [topic] on people’s lives in parts of the world such as [named regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres] are ... and ...

	Explain, comprehensively, aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.
The student has:

· provided reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, of the spatial arrangement of the global pattern
· identified a pattern and provided reasons why they identified that spatial arrangement in named countries and/or hemispheres
· provided reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, that demonstrate a thorough understanding of causes of the global pattern
· stated the circumstances and/or sequence of events that have contributed to the pattern in named regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres
· clearly demonstrated an understanding of the most significant circumstance(s) and/or sequence(s) of events that have contributed to that pattern
· provided reasoned explanations, with supporting evidence, that demonstrate a thorough understanding of the significance of the topic for people around the world
· stated the effects on people’s lives in different parts of the world as a result of the topic in named regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres
· clearly demonstrated an understanding of the most significant effect(s) on people.
For example:

The pattern/distribution is [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.] in [named regions/countries, continents/hemispheres and [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.] in (named regions/countries, continents/hemispheres].
[Topic] happens in [clustered, random, linear, concentric, uniform, uneven etc.] patterns in [named regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres], and/or in [named regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres] because ...
This shows that xx is an important contributing factor to [topic] …
The effects of [topic] on people’s lives in [named) (regions/countries/continents and/or hemispheres] are ... and ...
This is a significant effect in that ... and ...


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard. 
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