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Internal assessment resource History 2.2B v2 for Achievement Standard 91230
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Internal Assessment Resource

History Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91230 version 2
Examine an historical event, or place, of significance to New Zealanders

	Resource title: Conspiracy theory debunked?

	5 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91230-02-5544

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard History 91230: Examine an historical event, or place, of significance to New Zealanders
Resource reference: History 2.2B v2
Resource title: Conspiracy theory debunked?
Credits: 5

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Examine an historical event or place that is of significance to New Zealanders.
	Examine, in depth, an historical event or place that is of significance to New Zealanders.
	Comprehensively examine an historical event or place that is of significance to New Zealanders.


Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard History 91230. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to examine an historical event or place that is of significance to New Zealanders.

This resource provides a structure to use for a range of events and modes of assessment. These can be changed from year to year to avoid repetition and to increase student interest. It may also help to ensure the authenticity of the students’ evidence.  You may choose to offer one, several, or many possible topics. 

The context/setting of this activity must include an historic event, or place, in which a conspiracy theory was/is involved. The event or place must also be of significance to New Zealanders. Suggestions include the following:

· Russia: “Some members of the Tsar’s family survived their execution.”

· India: “Gandhi’s assassination was not as portrayed.”

· United States: “JFK’s assassination was a right wing coup.”

· United States: “Marilyn Monroe was murdered.”

· Vietnam: “The Gulf of Tonkin incident did not actually occur.” 

· Nazi Germany: “Hitler did not die in the Bunker in 1945.”

· New Zealand: “The Gleneagles Agreement was never going to be enforced to stop the 1981 Springbok tour.”

For more ideas about conspiracy theories that students could be allowed to examine, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_conspiracy_theories.
Students are required to communicate their evidence in a format such as a report, lecture, speech, radio show, TV show, pod cast, web site, PowerPoint, or alternative format decided in consultation with students. It is suggested that this assessment activity would suit a formal presentation to the class. 

Conditions

This is an individual activity. It is designed to be undertaken during both in-class and out-of-class time. Ensure that you provide details of due dates, in-class and out-of-class times, and the overall time allowed.

Students will complete this assessment activity after teaching and learning a major topic such as Nazi Germany, Russia, or India; or you may set this activity as an assessment activity based on student interest.

Teachers are advised to give students guidance around appropriate report style and format. Students must undertake the assessment activity as an individual piece of work.  Note that the Achievement Standard does not require an assessment judgement concerning the quality of the format and style of presentation.

Resource requirements

Provide students with access to both primary and secondary sources containing both written and visual information. Sources include, but are not limited to: 

· library books

· CD-ROMs

· websites

· newspapers and magazines

· artefacts
· historical sites

· graphs

· cartoons

· films or TV documentaries. 

Student will require access to sufficient evidence to allow a comprehensive examination of an historical event or place of significance to New Zealanders. Such evidence could include both primary and secondary resources that contain written, visual, and/or statistical information.
Students are expected to find and use their own additional sources to complete the activity. 

Teachers may choose to allow students to use evidence that they selected as part of the requirements for Achievement Standard 91229.  Please note, however, that as students are required to formulate their own focusing questions for Achievement Standard 91229, it is possible that not all of the evidence selected for the requirements of that standard may be relevant to the requirements of this standard.

Additional information

Explanatory Note 2 states that communication of evidence through key historical ideas that are supported with relevant evidence is one of the indicators towards meeting the required standard.  As part of the teaching and learning programme teachers should ensure that students are able to communicate the results of their examination of an historical event or place without recourse to narrative. 
Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard History 91230: Examine an historical event, or place, of significance to New Zealanders

Resource reference: History 2.2B v2
Resource title: Conspiracy theory debunked?
Credits: 5
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Examine an historical event or place that is of significance to New Zealanders.
	Examine, in-depth, an historical event or place that is of significance to New Zealanders.
	Comprehensively examine an historical event or place that is of significance to New Zealanders.


Student instructions 

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to examine the conspiracy theory or theories surrounding one of the following historical events or places: 

Teacher note: Insert a list of possible topics for examination. You may also allow students to investigate a conspiracy of their own choice. 

Examine your chosen conspiracy theory or theories.  

Ensure that the findings that result from your examination are expressed in your own words.

Your findings must be communicated through a series of key historical ideas, each of which has relevant supporting evidence.
You will be assessed on the depth and breadth of your understanding. For Excellence your examination must be comprehensive.

Teacher Note: Provide students with the allocated timeframe for the assessment activity and a due date.
Task

Choose and examine a conspiracy theory linked to a historical event or place. Present your evidence through a series of key historical ideas, each of which has comprehensive supporting evidence.  

In your presentation: 

· explain the officially accepted story about the historical event or place

· explain the conspiracy theory or theories that have emerged 

· identify the theory that seems most likely and explain why 

· explain the significance of the historical events surrounding the conspiracy theory to New Zealanders, at the time and/or since the event. 

Present your findings in one of the following formats:

Teacher note: Insert a list of possible formats for presentation. Formats might include a report, lecture, speech, radio show, TV show, pod cast, web site, PowerPoint, or alternative format decided in consultation with students. This assessment activity would suit a formal class presentation.
Assessment schedule: History 91230 Conspiracy theory debunked?
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has examined a historical event or place involving a conspiracy theory(ies). 

This means that the student has:

· provided a coherent explanation for the event or place

· processed and structured evidence so that key ideas are communicated clearly

· used supporting evidence to support the key ideas 

· described the significance of the event or place to New Zealanders, at the time and/or since.
For example: Hitler’s death

The student uses evidence to support a coherent explanation of: 

· the officially accepted story about the historical event or place 

· the conspiracy theory or theories that have emerged

· the theory that seems most likely and explain why.
The student describes the significance of the historical events surrounding the conspiracy theory to New Zealanders, at the time and/or since the event.
Partial student example:

Many people believe that Hitler did not die in a Berlin bunker, but escaped from Berlin and lived elsewhere … 

This was believed by many neo-Nazi groups in the following years. They hoped that Hitler’s ideas would live on and that a future world, like that attempted by the Nazis, could still happen. But there is a lot of evidence that he did die, the problem being that the evidence was mostly from the Russians and for a long time it was not known whether the Russian sources were trustworthy or whether they were creating stories as part of the Cold War propaganda.
	The student has examined in depth a historical event or place involving a conspiracy theory(ies). 

This means that the student has:
· provided a coherent explanation for the event or place

· processed and structured evidence so that key ideas are communicated clearly

· used detailed supporting evidence to support the key ideas 

· explained the significance of the event or place to New Zealanders, at the time and/or since.
For example: Hitler’s death

The student uses detailed evidence to support a coherent explanation of:
· the officially accepted story about the historical event or place 

· the conspiracy theory or theories that have emerged

· the theory that seems most likely and explain why.

The student explains the significance of the historical events surrounding the conspiracy theory to New Zealanders, at the time and/or since the event.
Partial student example:

Hitler’s death and the surrounding conspiracy theories helped to generate the myth of Hitler long after the war ended. It kept the Nazis in the news and allowed new generations to revisit the stories. 

Some people who believed in the conspiracies used the information to promote Nazi ideas. They hoped that Hitler’s ideas would live on and that a future world, like that attempted by the Nazis, could still happen. Other people used the conspiracy theories to re-educate others about the horrors of war. They used the theories to warn people about the importance of remembering the past. 

Many New Zealanders today have family members who were involved in World War II. New Zealand fought against the Nazis and the ideas that Hitler stood for. New Zealand fought in the war to help create a free and democratic world of tolerance – it would be a very different country today if this war had been lost.
	The student has comprehensively examined a historical event or place involving a conspiracy theory(ies). 

This means that the student has: 

· convincingly explained the event or place

· processed and structured evidence so that key ideas are communicated clearly

· used comprehensive supporting evidence to support the key ideas 

· explained the significance of the event or place to New Zealanders, at the time and/or since.
For example: Hitler’s death

The student uses comprehensive evidence to support a convincing explanation of:

· the officially accepted story about the historical event or place 

· the conspiracy theory or theories that have emerged

· the theory that seems most likely and explain why.

The student explains the significance of the historical events surrounding the conspiracy theory to New Zealanders, at the time and/or since the event.
Partial student example: 

Hitler’s death and the surrounding conspiracies helped to generate the myth of Hitler long after the war ended. During the decades after World War II, people regularly talked about the possibility that Hitler was still alive. This kept the ideas of the Nazis in the news and compelled new generations to re-visit the stories.
Some people who believed in the conspiracies used the information to promote Nazi ideas. They hoped that Hitler’s ideas would live on and that a future world, similar to that attempted by the Nazis, could still be realised. This contributed to the growth of Neo-Nazism throughout Europe and the world after World War II ... [Gives examples] 
Other people used the conspiracy theories to re-educate others about the horrors of war. They used the theories to warn people about the importance of remembering the past. The hunt for ex-Nazis has continued into the 21st century, even though the people involved are now very old. [Gives examples] 

This reminds us that history is not just about the past but the way people look back on the past and interpret it from their own viewpoints. 

Many New Zealanders today have family members who were involved in World War II and so it is unlikely that the terrible events of those years will ever be forgotten. New Zealand as a nation fought against the Nazis and the ideas that Hitler stood for. New Zealand fought in the war to help create a free and democratic world of tolerance. Doing so created huge changes on the Home Front and cost the lives of many New Zealanders. On the Home Front … 


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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