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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91249 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts

	Resource title: Cult of Personality

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91249-02-5609

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Media Studies 91249: Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts

Resource reference: Media Studies 2.2A v2
Resource title: Cult of Personality

Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 91249 Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to demonstrate critical understanding of narrative in texts from a TV drama series. Choose a TV drama series that integrates with other teaching and learning in this subject. It may be appropriate to allow students to choose their own TV drama for this assessment activity. 

Students are required to analyse how selected narrative features of more than one episode from a TV drama series have been used to develop a character, and how this characterisation contributes to the development of the narrative. 

Students must view the first and last episode of the TV drama series, as well as at least one other episode that includes significant developments in the narrative. 

Before beginning this activity, give students the opportunity to explore how narrative in media texts is created through the use of features specific to the medium and genre. Compare and contrast with other media texts.

Conditions

This is an individual assessment activity. It is expected to take place during the study of episodes from one series of a TV drama. Students have four weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this activity. 

Students will present their analysis as a blog. Students are required to post at least four updates to their blog. In each blog post, they must refer to at least two specific narrative features of the TV drama genre (see Resource A for examples). Each post should be about 200-300 words long. They should use screenshots and embedded video clips to support and illustrate their analysis.

You will need to provide support for students when they are setting up their blogs. It is also recommended that you provide background for students about copyright and privacy issues when publishing on the internet. It may be possible to set up blogs on a school-based intranet, or if using an open blog site ensure that privacy settings are appropriate. The blogs should not be available to other students attempting this assessment until all final assessment responses have been submitted.

Students will not be assessed on their use of blog site technology but on the content that demonstrates their critical understanding of a media text. 

Regular progress checks may provide evidence for authenticity and assessment. Additionally, ensure you have access to your students’ blogs throughout the assessment activity. 

To assure authenticity, the blogs should not be available to other students until all final student assessment responses for this standard have been submitted.

Resource requirements

Students may require access to:

· AV/DVD equipment

· The internet, including blog sites and video websites.

Appendix A includes a list of features commonly associated with the TV drama medium. Adapt this resource to meet the needs of your genre and students.

Teachers are advised to check the availability of other specific resources such as episode transcripts, wiki-sites.
Additional information

TV dramas that may be suitable for this activity include:

· The Cult

· Battlestar Galactica

· Buffy The Vampire Slayer

· Grey’s Anatomy

· ER.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of narrative in media texts.
	Demonstrate critical understanding of narrative in media texts.


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to demonstrate critical understanding of how the narrative is developed and presented in at least two episodes from a TV drama series.

Teacher note: The context for this activity is a TV drama series, but it can be easily adapted for another media text type, for example, short film, advertisement, blog. All tasks and details of relevant features should be changed to suit the new context. The assessment schedule must also be modified to align with the modified assessment tasks.

This is an individual assessment activity. 

In this task you are required to post at least two updates to your blog. In each blog post, you must refer to at least two specific narrative features of the TV drama genre (see Resource A for examples). 

Each post should be 200-300 words long. 

You are advised to use screenshots and/or embedded video clips to support your analysis. 

You have four weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this task. 

Your teacher will set up progress checkpoints at key stages in the activity.

You will be assessed on your ability to show that you understand how selected narrative features present and/or develop the narrative in media texts.

Task

You are required to:

· view at least two episodes of a TV drama series, including the first and last episode in the series

· choose a main character in the programme and analyse how selected narrative features of the TV drama genre have been used to develop this character, and how this characterisation contributes to the development and/or presentation of the narrative

· present your findings in a blog

See Resource A for further specific guidance. 

Blog

· Before you begin your analysis, set up a blog account and invite your teacher to your blog. 

· Your teacher will assist you.

First impression

· View the first episode of the TV drama series and choose a character for your analysis in this assessment task.

· Select three significant narrative features used to present the character. See Appendix A for some examples.

· Create your first blog post. This should be a personal response about your initial impression of how your chosen character has been presented and how you think they will contribute to the ongoing narrative.

· Make notes about how the narrative features helped present and/or develop the narrative in this episode.

Denouement

· View the final episode of the TV drama series. 

· Create a final blog that analyses how the narrative features you selected were used to present and/or develop the narrative throughout the season. 

· You may refer to features discussed in earlier posts, but be careful to avoid repetition of material.

Resources

· Your teacher will provide you with example texts and information about how narrative features of media texts are used to present and/or develop the narrative. 

· See Resource A for examples of narrative features of the TV drama genre. 

Resource A: Further guidance

Blog

· Possible blog sites include:

· http://www.blogger.com 

· https://www.posterous.com 
· http://www.thismoment.com 

· http://www.tumblr.com.

· Ensure your blog is private to you and your teacher until the assessment period is complete.

Teacher note: You will need to provide support for students when they are setting up their blogs. It is also recommended that you provide background for students about copyright and privacy issues when publishing on the internet. It may be possible to set up blogs on a school-based intranet, or if using an open blog site ensure that privacy settings are appropriate. The blogs should not be available to other students attempting this assessment until all final assessment responses have been submitted.

First impression

Your first blog post is expected to:

· Describe and explain how three narrative features of the TV drama genre contribute to your initial impression of the character.

· Examine the implications of the contribution of the selected narrative features to the narrative in further episodes of the TV drama series and/or other media texts, through their presentation and development of the character. 

Denouement

You should compare and/or contrast how 3 specific narrative features of the TV drama genre were used to present and/or develop the narrative through their presentation and development of the character at different points of the season. In your post:

· describe and explain how at least three narrative features of the TV drama genre contribute to your understanding of how presentation of your character supports the development of the narrative throughout the season

· examine the implications of the contribution of the use of each narrative feature for the TV drama series and/or other media texts 

· support and illustrate your analysis with specific examples from the TV drama and/or other media texts.

Appendix A: Examples of narrative features 

This list is provided to assist you in selecting appropriate narrative features for analysis. 

Make sure you choose features which make a significant contribution to the presentation and/or development of the narrative in your media texts.

Please note: Many of these features are not, in themselves, narrative features. However they may sometimes be used to present or develop the narrative. 

	Mise en scène

	· Lighting

	· Costume

	· Performance

	· Props/setting

	

	Visual Elements

	· Shot sizes

	· Transitions – dissolves, fades, cuts etc

	· Camera angles

	· Camera movement (POV, tracking etc)

	· Special effects – slow/fast motion

	· Editing pace

	

	Character



	· Engagement/positioning of the audience
· 

	· Revelation, challenge, development

	· Stereotypes

	· Representation (costume, dialogue, performance, etc)

	

	Conflict / opposition

	· Internal and/or external conflict

	· Opposing ideologies, world views

	· Equilibrium, disequilibrium, new equilibrium

	· Comparison and contrast (characters, events, reactions, messages etc)

	

	Narrative perspective (point of view)

	· First person, eye of God, objective/subjective, multiple etc

	· Voice (director’s, characters’ – who speaks, what they say and why/how)

	

	Symbols / motifs / themes

	· Recurring images, ideas, messages

	

	Sound

	· Music

	· Diegetic / non-diegetic

	· Aural bridge

	· Sound effects / enhanced audio

	· Voiceover

	

	Setting (time / place)

	· Location (real/virtual, geographical/physical, time season/year, historical period)

	· Societal, cultural, economic, political

	· Influence on events/outcomes

	· Use of signals (costume, props, sets, establishing shots, sub-titles etc)

	

	Manipulation of time

	· Foreshadowing/prophecy

	· Flashback/flash-forward

	· Real/unreal

	· Sped up, compressed, slowed

	· Parallel timelines

	· Repetition in diversity

	· Time of events vs time of telling

	

	Narrative structure

	· Classic Hollywood linear / three Act 

	· Exposition, rising action, climax, resolution

	· Cliff-hanger, red herring, McGuffin, twists

	· Conflict, sub plots, binary opposition, catalyst

	· Multiple, parallel and/or intersecting storylines; flashbacks; montage.


Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91249 Cult of Personality 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development in media texts. This means that the student:

· studies two or more episodes of a TV drama series 

· selects a central character

· selects and describes at least two narrative features used to present and/or develop the central character 

· describes how the features are used in two media texts from the series

· describes how the narrative features contribute to the presentation and/or development of the overall narrative by presenting and/or developing the character
· supports their responses with specific and relevant evidence.
Selected narrative features could include but are not limited to the features specified in Resource A.


	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development in media texts. This means that the student:

· studies two or more episodes of a TV drama series 

· selects a central character

· selects and describes at least two narrative features used to present and/or develop the central character 

· describes how the features are used in two media texts from the series

· explains how the narrative features contribute to the presentation and/or development of the overall narrative by presenting and/or developing the character
· supports their responses with specific and relevant evidence.
Selected narrative features could include but are not limited to the features specified in Resource A.


	The student demonstrates critical understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development in media texts. This means that the student:

· studies two or more episodes of a TV drama series 

· selects a central character

· selects and describes at least two narrative features used to present and/or develop the central character 

· describes how the features are used in two media texts from the series

· explains how the narrative features contribute to the presentation and/or development of the overall narrative by presenting and/or developing the character
· examines the implications of the contribution of the selected narrative features to the development of the narrative by presenting and/or developing the character in media texts
· supports their responses with specific and relevant evidence.
Selected narrative features could include but are not limited to the features specified in Resource A.

Implications include, but are not limited to, such aspects as the use of the features in other texts in the medium and/or implications for the wider medium, other media/genres or audiences. For example:

· evaluation of the use in comparison with other media texts

· possible effect on the interpretation by audiences of other texts

· influence of, or imitation of the use of the features in other media texts.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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