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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91249 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts

	Resource title: Make your comment

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91249-02-5610

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Media Studies 91249: Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts 

Resource reference: Media Studies 2.2B v2
Resource title: Make your comment
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be familiar with the outcome being assessed by the Media Studies Achievement Standard 91249. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting


This assessment activity requires students to write and record a script for an audio commentary to accompany two feature-length films.

Students will view two feature-length films, write a script(s), and record a 5–8 minute audio commentary to accompany the films. In their commentary, students will demonstrate their understanding of how three selected narrative features of film contribute to narrative presentation or development in at least two feature-length films. 

You may wish to give students a list of films to choose from. This will ensure suitability for your students and classroom study. 

Students will be assessed on their understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development within feature films.

Students will not be assessed on their ability to use technology or on the technical quality of their audio commentary. However, it is important that their recording can be easily understood. 

Before beginning this assessment activity, teachers are expected to give students the opportunity to explore a range of narrative features in a number of media texts. Teachers are also advised to provide opportunities for students to practise identifying and analysing implications (likely consequences) of the use in similar media texts of specific narrative features to contribute to the presentation and/or development of narrative in media texts. Student should not use the same media texts in their assessment work.

Conditions 

This is an individual assessment activity. Students have approximately five weeks to complete it.

You may wish to include checkpoints at the end of each task to monitor student progress.

Students will not be assessed on their ability to use technology or on the technical quality of their audio commentary. However, it is important that their recording is audible and clear.
Resource requirements
Students may require access to:

· DVD/AV equipment

· a computer with audio recording software such as Audacity (freely available) and a microphone

· the Internet.

Additional information
It is expected that students will have already acquired the appropriate prior knowledge and associated terminology of the features of the medium, perhaps through a genre study, as well as in production work. 

This task could be linked to assessment of Media Studies Achievement Standards 91251 and/or 91252, 91253 and 91255.

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Media Studies 91249: Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts 
Resource reference: Media Studies 2.2B v2
Resource title: Make your comment

Credits: 4

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of narrative in media texts.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of narrative in media texts.
	Demonstrate critical understanding of narrative in media texts.


Student instructions 

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to write and record a script for an audio commentary to accompany two feature-length films.

Teacher note: In this assessment activity, students study a feature film but it can be easily adapted for other media or genres, for example, a radio breakfast show, a television series, a website, or an issue of a magazine or newspaper.

This is an individual assessment task. 

You will need to:

· view two feature-length films

· create a 5–8 minute audio commentary to accompany each film 

· in your commentary, examine how THREE narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development in each film. 

You will be assessed on your understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development within feature films.

Support your responses with specific evidence from the films you study. You may refer to other films as well.

You will not be assessed on your ability to use technology or on the technical quality of your audio commentary. However, it is important that your recording can be easily understood. 
You have approximately five weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete the assessment. 

Your teacher will specify a due date.

Task

· This task has three stages.

· Make sure you support all of your points with specific evidence. 

· You are advised to use time codes or other ways of precisely identifying the footage you are referring to.

· See Resource A for further guidance.

Plan and prepare

· Choose two feature films to study. 

· Select and study the use of THREE narrative features in each film that make a significant contribution to narrative presentation or development within the film.

· See Appendix A for examples of narrative features of moving image texts.

· You may use the same features in each film.

Write your script

· Use your notes to write a script that accompanies the feature films you have chosen. 

· In your script, demonstrate your understanding of how the narrative features you have selected contribute to the presentation and/or development of the narrative in your films. 

Present your findings

· Imagine you are the director presenting a commentary to an audience as they view your two films. 

· Produce an audio recording of 5–8 minutes in duration that discusses your selection and use (as director) of three narrative features to present and/or develop the narrative in each film. 

Teacher note: You may wish to ask students to create a podcast or video log, rather than an audio commentary. Adjust the instructions and schedule to suit.

Resource A: Further guidance

Planning and preparing

Make sure you select films that will provide you with the opportunity to achieve the standard at every level. Check your choices with your teacher.

For each feature, make notes about:

· specific example(s) of the use of the feature (you might provide timecodes, page numbers or URLs) 

Teacher note: Ask students to provide details about the location of their example within the media text.

· how it is used in the text

· why it is used in the text

· its contribution to the narrative presentation or development in the films. For example, you could compare and contrast its effectiveness in presenting or developing the narrative in the two texts

· wider implications of the use of the feature (trends, influences, audience expectations, commercial demands, reinforcing or challenging myths/stereotypes).

You might allow yourself approximately two weeks to complete this work.

Teacher note: Adapt the time allowed to meet the needs of your students.

Writing your script

You will need to:

· describe how, and explain why narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development within media texts

· examine likely or identified consequences of the use of the narrative feature for the films you have focused on and/or other films. For example, you might evaluate:

· their use in comparison with how they are used in other media texts

· the possible effect on the interpretation by audiences of other texts

· their influence on, or imitation of the use of the features in other media texts.

You might allow yourself approximately two weeks to complete this work.

Teacher note: Adapt the time allowed to meet the needs of your students.

Presenting your findings

Make sure you:

· include specific supporting evidence

· meet the due date deadline

· present your work in the format your teacher has specified 

· keep your planning notes and script so your teacher can check details if required.

You might allow yourself approximately one week to complete this work.

Teacher note: Adapt the time allowed to meet the needs of your students.

Appendix A: Examples of narrative features 

This list is provided to assist you in selecting appropriate narrative features for analysis. 

Make sure you choose features which make a significant contribution to the presentation and/or development of the narrative in your media texts.

Please note: Many of these features are not, in themselves, narrative features. However they may sometimes be used to present or develop the narrative. 

	Mise en scène

	· Lighting

	· Costume

	· Performance

	· Props/setting

	

	Visual Elements

	· Shot sizes

	· Transitions – dissolves, fades, cuts etc

	· Camera angles

	· Camera movement (POV, tracking etc)

	· Special effects – slow/fast motion

	· Editing pace

	

	Character

	· Engagement/positioning of the audience
· 

	· Revelation, challenge, development

	· Stereotypes

	· Representation (costume, dialogue, performance, etc)

	

	Conflict / opposition

	· Internal and/or external conflict

	· Opposing ideologies, world views

	· Equilibrium, disequilibrium, new equilibrium

	· Comparison and contrast (characters, events, reactions, messages etc)

	

	Narrative perspective (point of view)

	· First person, eye of God, objective/subjective, multiple etc

	· Voice (director’s, characters’ – who speaks, what they say and why/how)

	


	Symbols / motifs / themes

	· Recurring images, ideas, messages

	Sound

	· Music

	· Diegetic / non-diegetic

	· Aural bridge

	· Sound effects / enhanced audio

	· Voiceover

	

	Setting (time / place)

	· Location (real/virtual, geographical/physical, time season/year, historical period)

	· Societal, cultural, economic, political

	· Influence on events/outcomes

	· Use of signals (costume, props, sets, establishing shots, sub-titles etc)

	

	Manipulation of time

	· Foreshadowing/prophecy

	· Flashback/flash-forward

	· Real/unreal

	· Sped up, compressed, slowed

	· Parallel timelines

	· Repetition in diversity

	· Time of events vs. time of telling

	

	Narrative structure

	· Classic Hollywood linear / three Act 

	· Exposition, rising action, climax, resolution

	· Cliff-hanger, red herring, McGuffin, twists

	· Conflict, sub plots, binary opposition, catalyst

	· Multiple, parallel and/or intersecting storylines; flashbacks; montage.


Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91249 Make your comment 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development in media texts. This means that the student:

· studies two or more media texts

· selects and describes at least two narrative features used to present and/or develop the narrative 

· describes how the features are used in two or more media texts 

· describes how the narrative features contribute to the presentation and/or development of the overall narrative 
· supports their responses with specific and relevant evidence.
Selected narrative features could include but are not limited to the features specified in Resource A.


	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development in media texts. This means that the student:

· studies two or more media texts

· selects and describes at least two narrative features used to present and/or develop the narrative 

· describes how the features are used in two or more media texts 

· explains how the narrative features contribute to the presentation and/or development of the overall narrative 
· supports their responses with specific and relevant evidence.
Selected narrative features could include but are not limited to the features specified in Resource A.


	The student demonstrates critical understanding of how selected narrative features contribute to narrative presentation or development in media texts. This means that the student:

· studies two or more media texts 

· selects and describes at least two narrative features used to present and/or develop the narrative 

· describes how the features are used in two or more media texts 

· explains how the narrative features contribute to the presentation and/or development of the overall narrative 
· examines the implications of the contribution of the selected narrative features to the development of the narrative by presenting and/or developing the character in media texts
· supports their responses with specific and relevant evidence.
Selected narrative features could include but are not limited to the features specified in Resource A.

Implications include, but are not limited to, such aspects as the use of the features in other texts in the medium and/or implications for the wider medium, other media/genres or audiences. For example:

· evaluation of the use in comparison with other media texts

· possible effect on the interpretation by audiences of other texts

· influence of, or imitation of the use of the features in other media texts.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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