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Kia mihia te mano, te tini kua mene ki te Hawaikitanga o ngā mātua, o ngā tūpuna. Rātou te tutūtanga o te puehu, te whiunga o te kupu i ngā wā takatū ai rātou. Heoi, waiho ake rātou, ko tātou ngā waihotanga mai e hāpai nei i ō rātou wawata, tūmanako hoki. Kia ora tātou.
The Ministry of Education, in association with the New Zealand Qualifications Authority and subject associations, is working to align the standards with The New Zealand Curriculum (NZC).  The scope of this project includes all standards that are linked to the curriculum outcomes at curriculum levels 6-8.

Purpose

The purpose of this project includes:

· developing L1-3 standards aligned with the outcomes from curriculum levels 6-8 

· addressing any duplication of standards issues

· addressing any credit parity issues. 

Process

The process has been guided by:

· the direction of the NZC – in particular the values, principles and key competencies 

· the Principles for Standards Review.
The principles guiding the standards review can be summarised as:

· A standard must be derived from a curriculum or established body of knowledge.

· A standard must have a clear purpose.

· A standard must allow valid and reliable assessment.

· Grade distinctions (between A, M and E) must be based on qualitative differences in achievement.  Grade distinctions should not be based on the candidate being required to acquire and retain more subject-specific knowledge.

· Credit Parity - one credit should reflect a notional 10 hours of learning, practice and assessment for an average candidate.

· Standards should not duplicate one another.  Duplication occurs when the central knowledge/skills, understandings, and competencies specified for a standard are all largely similar to those of another standard.

In addition to this, decisions have been made that give effect to:

· All standards derived from learning areas in the NZC will be achievement standards (and not necessarily limited to 24 credits per level).

· The numbers of standards assessed in an external time bound written examination at any one level will be limited to three per subject.  Independent advice from assessment experts clearly indicates that for valid assessment in such examinations a candidate needs a minimum of one hour for each standard.

Development of Te Reo Māori Level 3 Standards
Process of Aligning Standards with the New Zealand Curriculum
In reviewing the Te Reo Māori matrix and standards, consideration was given to: 
· Successfully managing change as a result of curricula change

· Teacher workload issues 

· Student workload issues

· Teaching and learning support.

Key information from the following source was considered:
· The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Languages Levels 7-8

· Te Aho Arataki Marau Mō Te Ako i Te Reo Māori, Te Pakaritanga Levels 7 and 8: Achieving personal independence in te reo Māori, as well as the AOs from Level 8

· The current registered Te Reo Māori achievement standards for Level 3
· The draft aligned Te Reo Māori achievement standards for Levels 1 and 2

· The Kōrero me ngā Reo unit standards at Level 3 included in the scope of this project.

TRM matrix framework
At NCEA Level 3, it is recommended that Te Ao Whānui remain unchanged (from the previous achievement standards.)  It signals that Māori language students have increased confidence and ability to use te reo Māori in a wide range of contexts.  This is in-keeping with the Level 7 and 8 descriptions in the NZC (including the Curriculum Guidelines for Teaching and Learning Te Reo Māori in English-medium Schools: ears 1-13.).
Standards’ titles
The titles of the Level 3 standards are:

· AS90542 TRM 3.1 Whakarongo kia mōhio ki te reo o te ao whānui

· AS90543 TRM 3.2 Kōrero kia whakamahi i te reo o te ao whānui

· AS90781 TRM 3.3 Pānui kia mōhio ki te reo o te ao whānui
· AS90782 TRM 3.4 Tuhi i te reo o te ao whānui
· AS90783 TRM 3.5 Waihanga tuhinga kia whai take, i te reo o te ao whānui.
Whilst some changes have been made to the standards’ titles, overall they are relatively minor. The phrase ‘…kia mōhio….’ has been added to the Whakarongo and Pānui standards.  The subject writing group agreed that the addition of this phrase more accurately describes the receptive nature of these language modes.  Likewise, the phrase ‘…kia whakamahi…’ has been added to the Kōrero standard to better reflect the productive nature of this language mode.  Te Ao Whānui has been retained.  
Outcome statements
Amendments have been made to the outcome or introductory statements which link back to the standards’ titles and matrix framework.
Assessment criteria for Paetae, Kaiaka and Kairangi
In keeping with the draft aligned standards for Levels 1 and 2, a single achievement criterion per grade level for all standards has been developed.  The achievement criteria at Achieved are worded exactly the same as the titles.  Criteria at Merit and Excellence signal the step-ups in the quality of student response to the requirements of the standards.
Descriptors which unpack the single statement assessment criteria have been added to the Kōrero Āpiti.  There are two reasons for this:
· an endeavour to clarify the assessment criteria (paearu paetae)
· to help distinguish in a more overt way, the differences in the quality of student response for Paetae, Kaiaka and Kairangi.
Achievement Objectives
The achievement objectives from Te Aho Arataki Marau mō te Ako i Te Reo Māori – Kura Auraki as well as the generic achievement objectives from the Learning Languages learning area were considered.  The AOs from the Learning Languages learning area are broad and subsume the more specific ones from the curriculum guidelines.  By attending to the te reo Māori AOs, the Learning Languages AOs have been indirectly attended to.

The AOs from Te Aho Arataki Marau mō te Ako i Te Reo Māori – Kura Auraki are articulated quite differently to those in the marautanga te reo Māori from which the previous set of te reo Māori matrix and achievement standards derive.  The matrix and standards reflect the structure of the marautanga in which individual standards represent four of the six strands.  Whilst the new curriculum guidelines have a very different structure to that of the marautanga, the language modes (Whakarongo, Pānui, Mātakitaki, Kōrero, Tuhituhi, Whakaatu) provide the linkage between the previous suite of achievement standards and the curriculum guidelines.  It was agreed that the organisation of the current suite of achievement standards need no change.

The Level 3 standards derive from achievement objectives at Level 8 of Te Aho Arataki Marau mō te Ako i Te Reo Māori – Kura Auraki.
Addressing Duplication
There are 8 unit standards within the scope of this project, all from the field General Education Māori, domain Ngā Kōrero me ngā Reo.  The unit standards have a visual language focus and are presented as 4 pairs, each standard in a pair having either a presenting focus, or a viewing focus.  The standards progress through Levels 1 to 4 on the NQF framework.
It was agreed that the outcomes in the Whakaatu (Presenting) standards duplicated the outcomes in the Kōrero (Speaking) achievement standards.  The following factors were considered:

· what students were required to do to meet the outcomes in the unit standards

· what students were required to do to meet the outcomes in the achievement standards

· reviewing the current suite of common assessment tasks on TKI for Kōrero and what students are required to do

· the degree of ‘distinctiveness’, if any, between student performance.
It was also agreed that of the two sets of standards, the Kōrero achievement standards be retained and the Whakaatu unit standards be deleted. 

The Mātakitaki (Viewing) standards appeared to align well with the Mātakitaki language mode and associated skills in the curriculum guidelines.  However, after lengthy discussion and debate, it was agreed that the value of assessing this particular language mode in isolation is questionable, given that Whakaatu, as a complementary language mode with Mātakitaki, has not been included in the NCEA matrix.
It recognises that all ara reo as they appear in the curriculum guidelines are an integral part of te reo Māori teaching and learning programmes.  Furthermore, assessing the AOs through all of the ara reo is appropriate for the purpose of improving teaching and learning.  However, it is also recognised that the AOs need not be assessed through all of the ara reo, for qualification purposes.

Therefore, it is recommended that Mātakitaki be deleted.
Addressing Credit Parity
The credit allocations for the external tuhituhi standard (AS90782) and the internal tuhituhi standard (AS90783) have been increased from 4 to 6 in the reviewed standards.  As with the 6 credit allocation for the Level 1 and 2 tuhituhi standards, it was agreed that this is a fair and accurate reflection of the time required for students to be adequately prepared to meet the requirements of these standards.

It is recommended that the credit value for AS 3.3 Pānui kia whai māramatanga i te reo o te ao whānui revert back to its original 6 credits.  This stems from the subject writing group’s recommendation that AS90784 (3.6) Pānui kia wetewete i te reo o te ao whānui be deleted and its 3 credits be given to AS 3.3.  It was argued that whilst there is still value in assessing students’ knowledge of grammar, it is more desirable that it happens in context and not in isolation.  In this respect, AS 3.3 will subsume the intent of AS90784.  It was agreed that 6 credits was a more realistic value for the standard.
For the remaining Level 3 standards, no changes were made to the credit levels.

External and Internal Assessment 

There were no compelling reasons or evidence to suggest that the modes of assessment for the standards need change.  These remain unchanged.  
What has changed?
· the titles of the standards

· single statement assessment criteria per grade level for all the standards
· descriptors which unpack the single statement assessment criteria have been added to the Kōrero Āpiti
· the wording in the standards (outcome statements, achievement criteria and explanatory notes) to align with the New Zealand Curriculum and Te Aho Arataki Marau mō te Ako i Te Reo Māori – Kura Auraki
· increased credits for the Level 3 internal and external tuhituhi achievement standards (AS 3.4, AS 3.5) from 4 to 6
· AS90784 Pānui kia wetewete i te reo o te ao whānui be deleted
· increased credits for the remaining Level 3 external pānui achievement standard from 3 to 6.
Conditions of assessment
As with the Level 1 and 2 draft aligned internal standards, guidelines around the conditions of assessment for the internal standards at Level 3 have been developed.
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