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Internal Assessment Resource

Art History Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91489
Analyse texts about art

	Resource title: A feminist review

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91489-01-6020

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Art History 91489. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the Standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to write a magazine article that will feature in a collaborative class feminist e-zine. The article will analyse three texts, written by different authors, which discuss one particular art work by Judy Chicago, Miriam Schapiro, or Allie Eagle.

For this activity, you may provide students with suitable texts or guide students in their selection of texts, to ensure that the texts have sufficient depth and complexity without being obscure or inaccessible. 

Before using this resource, you will need to select or negotiate a context that will engage your students and ensure that the assessment schedule aligns with the activity in its final form.

Conditions

This assessment activity will take place over three weeks of in-class and out-of-class time.

Resource requirements

Relevant books and website URLs.

Additional information

This assessment activity particularly suits modern and contemporary contexts, which tend to generate a wide range of texts, interpretations, and points of view. There is an abundance and variety of written commentary and of video and audio footage on the art works and artists of modern and contemporary art.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Analyse texts about art.
	Analyse, in depth, texts about art.
	Analyse, perceptively, texts about art.




Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment task requires you to analyse three texts (oral or written) about an art work by a feminist artist. 

You will then produce a magazine article reviewing these texts to feature in a collaborative feminist class e-zine. In your review you will use supporting evidence to explain and evaluate the ideas and views, about a selected art work, expressed by the authors of the texts, and draw conclusions about the authors’ interpretations of the selected art work.

You will be assessed on the perceptiveness of your analysis of the texts and your evaluation of the significance of the ideas and views expressed by the authors of the texts and their interpretations of art.  

You will not be assessed on the creativity or production quality of your layout. 

Teacher note: This assessment activity could be adapted to suit other modern and postmodern topics such as Cubism, Futurism, Orphic Cubism, Constructivism, Abstract Art, Bauhaus, Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art, Conceptual Art, or Street Art.

The students’ broadsheet reviews could be collated to form a collaborative e-zine, magazine, or blog on a wiki site. A selection of reviews could even be submitted to the Guerrilla Girls or put on a feminist e-zine exchange.

This is an individual assessment activity. You will have three weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete it.

Task

Select an art work

Judy Chicago and Miriam Schapiro were the founders of the earliest known feminist arts programme (the CalArts Feminist Art Program in Fresno, California) and key figures in the first wave of feminist art. Allie Eagle was a key figure in the development of feminist art in New Zealand. The work they created generated a wide range of response, and much has been said and written about them.

Select one art work by Judy Chicago, Miriam Schapiro, or Allie Eagle as the focus for your study. 

Select texts

Choose three written and/or oral texts about the art work you have chosen. The texts need to be by at least three different authors. Use the list of books and websites in Student Resource A to help you begin your search.

Choose texts that contain enough information and ideas to enable you to carry out a perceptive analysis.

Have your selected texts approved by your teacher to ensure that your selection is appropriate.

Analyse texts

Analyse the views and ideas (about the selected art work) that are expressed in each of your selected texts. See Student Resource B for suggestions of points to consider.

Write your magazine article

Use the information you have gathered from your analysis of the texts to write a magazine article of about 800-1000 words. In your article:
· outline the nature and purpose of each of the texts and identify their intended audiences

· explain key ideas and views about your selected art work that are expressed in each text (use evidence from each text to support your explanations)

· identify the interpretations about your selected artwork in the three texts 

· make links between the ideas and views expressed by the authors and their interpretations about art (use evidence from the texts and/or other sources to support your analysis)

· evaluate the significance of the ideas and views expressed by the authors of the texts and draw conclusions about their interpretations about art.

Final submission

Hand in your magazine article along with a reference list identifying the sources you used.

Student Resource A: Suggested resources

Books

Broude, Norma and Gerard, Mary D (eds). (1994). The Power of Feminist Art: The American Movement of the 1970s: History and Impact. New York: Harry N. Abrams.

Chadwick, Whitney. (1990). Women, Art and Society. London: Thames and Hudson.

Gouda-Peterson, Thalia. (1999). Miriam Shapiro. New York: Harry N. Abrams, in association with the Polk Museum of Art.

Parker, Russia and Pollock, Griselda (eds). (1987). Framing Feminism: Art and the Women’s Movement 1970-1985. Brasschaat: Pandora.

Websites

Through the Flower: http://www.throughtheflower.org/page.php?p=10&n=2
Judy Chicago: http://www.judychicago.com/
Student Resource B: Analysing your texts

Points to consider when making your analysis:
· the title, author, and date of publication of the text

· the type of text, for example, a magazine article, coffee-table book, school textbook, website, documentary or television art programme

· the context in which the text was written, for example, a male or female author

· the audience to whom the text was presented, for example, adult television audience, student, general public, feminists

· the events it might relate to, for example, political protest, exhibition opening

· the circumstances that led to the author writing the text

· the main points discussed by the author

· relevant quotes that can be used to identify the overall ideas and/or aims of the author

· whether the information communicated is fact or opinion.

Assessment schedule: Art History 91489 A feminist review

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has presented a magazine article that analyses three texts about art by explaining ideas and views expressed by the authors of the texts and identifying interpretations about art, using supporting evidence from the texts.

Example:

Judy Chicago’s work The Dinner Party generated a variety of responses from critics, feminists, and the wider public. Judy Kerstel from The Star quoted Judy Chicago as saying "I'm not going to say it didn't hurt. Women have a hard time with criticism. But one thing I've learned is that change doesn't come without a certain amount of resistance". This is the artist’s response to various critics, such as Hilton Kramer, calling her work crass, vulgar, and obvious.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student has presented a magazine article that analyses, in-depth, three texts about art by linking ideas and views expressed by the authors of the texts and interpretations about art, using supporting evidence from the texts and/or other sources.

Example:

It would be easy to assume that male critics, such as Hilton Kramer, would react negatively towards Judy Chicago’s imagery and intentions in The Dinner Party. However, the original show and subsequent showing of the art work “drew in the usual barrage of hell and damnation rhetoric” from mainstream critics and politicians as well as from some feminists. Some feminists also had criticisms of Chicago’s work and the way in which she communicated her ideas. Regardless of how people react and respond to her work, Mary Sheiner, in her review ‘Sexual Politics: Judy Chicago's ‘Dinner Party’ in Feminist Art History, commends the work on its ability to raise important issues about feminism, art, and female representation.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student has presented a magazine article that perceptively analyses three texts about art by drawing conclusions based on the evaluation of the significance of the ideas and views expressed by the authors of the texts and interpretations about art.

Example: 

Dana Arnold, in her small book Art History, A Very Short Introduction, comments on The Dinner Party by saying, “It raises some more important questions about art history. Most obviously, it shows how art can have a distinctly political purpose and be quite a provocative means of getting across ideas.” Dana has a similar standpoint to that of Mary Sheiner, however Dana’s inclusion of this work into her concise and short art history book is an important comment in itself. The prominent inclusion of this work into this small book (A5 and 100 pages) exemplifies Dana’s words and is a gesture to the importance of Judy Chicago’s work on the history of art in general, as well as the history of feminist art.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.




Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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