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Internal Assessment Resource

Geography Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91431

Analyse aspects of a contemporary geographic issue

	Resource title: The future of New Zealand’s energy production

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91431-01-6111

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Geography 91431: Analyse aspects of a contemporary geographic issue
Resource reference: Geography 3.6A
Resource title: The future of New Zealand’s energy production
Credits: 3 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Geography 91431.The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 

This activity requires students to analyse aspects of a contemporary geographic issue. The context used in this activity is the future of energy production in New Zealand. The students will demonstrate their understanding by preparing a submission for the Minister of Economic Development to consider when reviewing the New Zealand Energy Strategy. 

Students will need to have some background information about energy production in New Zealand, including examples of specific types of energy production. 

Resource requirements 
The New Zealand Energy Strategy is available from 

http://www.med.govt.nz/sectors-industries/energy/strategies
You are expected to provide other relevant background information. 

Atlases may be useful.

Additional information

Prior to the assessment task being undertaken, students could work in groups to take on the role of a group or individual that may have a particular interest in the future of New Zealand’s energy production. Examples include: a multinational petroleum company, car users, environmental groups, or miners. 

Students might prepare a presentation for the class based on the particular group or individual’s response to the issue of the future of New Zealand’s energy production and discuss how the group’s or individual’s values and perceptions have led to their particular response. Students could make notes from the presentations to use when completing the assessment task.

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Geography 91431: Analyse aspects of a contemporary geographic issue
Resource reference: Geography 3.6A
Resource title: The future of New Zealand’s energy production
Credits: 3
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Analyse aspects of a contemporary geographic issue.
	Analyse, in depth, aspects of a contemporary geographic issue.
	Analyse comprehensively aspects of a contemporary geographic issue.


Student instructions 
Introduction
There has been considerable debate about the future of New Zealand’s energy production. The New Zealand Energy Strategy sets out the priorities that the government will focus on in the future. 

This assessment activity requires you to prepare a submission for consideration by the Minister of Economic Development when reviewing the New Zealand Energy Strategy. 

You may choose from a range of different ways to present your submission, such as: a computer-aided presentation (with attached explanatory notes), a video, a written report, or a combination of these.

This activity is to be completed individually and will take place over two weeks of in-class and out-of-class time. 

You will be assessed on how comprehensively you are able to analyse the future of New Zealand’s energy production. This includes fully explaining how people’s values and perceptions led to their responses, and proposing and justifying a suitable course of action.

Task
Research and analyse the issue. See Resource A for initial information on the New Zealand Energy Strategy. 

Prepare a submission that includes:

· an explanation of the nature of the contemporary geographic issue including:

· the spatial dimension 

· natural and/or cultural features/characteristics

· effect on people and the environment

· a full explanation detailing how/why a range of people’s values and perceptions of the issue have led to their responses. This could include groups of people and/or individuals

· propose a suitable course of action the government may focus on for the future of New Zealand’s energy production. Fully justify why this particular option is appropriate for New Zealand. You need to explain, in depth, why this preferred option is better than other options. Reference must be made to other viable options. 

You may use annotated diagrams and/or maps within your submission.

Incorporate geographic terminology and concepts throughout your submission. 

Use your own words in all your work.

Cite your sources where necessary. 

Resource A: The New Zealand Energy Strategy

The Government’s goal is for New Zealand to make the most of its abundant energy potential, for the benefit of all New Zealanders.

This will be achieved through the environmentally-responsible development and efficient use of the country’s diverse energy resources, so that:

· The economy grows, powered by secure, competitively-priced energy and increasing energy exports.

· The environment is recognized for its importance to our New Zealand way of life.

(New Zealand Energy Strategy 2011–2021)

The full New Zealand Energy Strategy 2011–2021 is available from http://www.med.govt.nz/sectors-industries/energy/strategies
Assessment schedule: Geography 91431The future of New Zealand’s energy production
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student analyses aspects of a contemporary geographic issue. This means that the student:

· explains the nature of the issue of energy production in New Zealand, including explaining the spatial dimension and effect on people and the environment of the issue

· explains how a range of people’s values and perceptions of energy production have led to their responses. This range could include individuals and/or groups of people

· proposes a suitable course of action that the government could consider in relation to energy production and justifies why this particular course of action would be an appropriate solution for the future of New Zealand’s energy production. The justification must include consideration of at least one alternative

· supports their analysis with relevant evidence, including use of geographic terminology and concept(s).

For example [partial and indicative response only]:

A multinational petroleum company’s response to the future of energy production in New Zealand is that the government should focus on developing petroleum resources as well as investigating new energy technologies such as bio-fuels. They have this response because they perceive that they have already invested significant amounts of money into researching alternatives for petroleum-based products, as well as exploring new places where they might find oil supplies. If the government chose to continue developing petroleum fuel resources this would aid economic sustainability of the company. The company values the relationships they have with other groups.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student analyses, in depth, aspects of a contemporary geographic issue. This means that the student:

· explains the nature of the issue of energy production in New Zealand, including explaining the spatial dimension and effect on people and the environment of the issue

· explains in detail how a range of people’s values and perceptions of the issue have led to their responses. Details include some supporting explanation of people’s values and perceptions and how these have influenced their response to the issue

· proposes a suitable course of action that the government could consider in relation to energy production, and justifies in detail why the preferred course of action is an appropriate solution. The justification must include the consideration of alternatives in some detail

· supports their in-depth analysis with a range of relevant evidence, including use of geographic terminology and concept(s).

For example [partial and indicative response only]:

A multinational petroleum company’s response to the future of energy production in New Zealand is that the government should focus on developing petroleum resources as well as investigating new energy technologies such as bio-fuels. They have this response because they perceive that they have already invested significant amounts of money into researching alternatives for petroleum-based products, as well as exploring new places where they might find oil supplies. The company has recently invested several million dollars into locating oil under the sea off the east coast of New Zealand. If the government chose to continue developing petroleum fuel resources this would aid economic sustainability of the company. The company values the relationships they have with other groups such as governments because this allows the company to operate successfully within a country. 

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student analyses comprehensively aspects of a contemporary geographic issue. This means that the student:

· explains the nature of the issue of energy production in New Zealand, including explaining the spatial dimension and the effect on people and the environment of the issue

· fully explains how a range of people’s values and perceptions of the issue have led to their responses. This includes detailed supporting evidence of people’s values and perceptions and how these have influenced their response to the issue

· proposes a suitable course of action that the government could consider in relation to energy production, and fully justifies why the preferred course of action is an appropriate solution. A full justification includes an in-depth evaluation of alternative options that could be considered for the future of energy production in New Zealand. The response uses clarity of argument and demonstrates holistic understanding of the issue

· shows insight in their analysis and integrates geographic terminology and concepts. The student supports their analysis comprehensively with a range of relevant evidence.

For example [partial and indicative response only]:

A multinational petroleum company’s response to the future of energy production in New Zealand is that the government should focus on developing petroleum resources as well as investigating new energy technologies such as bio-fuels. They have this response because they perceive that they have invested, and plan to keep investing, significant amounts of money into researching alternatives for petroleum-based products. This investment has been two billion dollars in the past five years. Initiatives such as setting up departments within the company that focus solely on researching the most cost-effective forms of alternative energy have also required significant investment. The company has recently applied for and received permission to explore new locations off the coast of Alaska. If the government chose to continue developing petroleum fuel resources this would aid economic sustainability of the company. The company values the relationships they have with other groups, including governments of countries where they may have a significant presence in the marketplace. In New Zealand, the company has 200 outlets and employs over 2000 people. This has a significant economic impact on the country, especially in small towns where they may be one of the largest employers.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.




Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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