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Internal Assessment Resource

History Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91437

Analyse different perspectives of a contested event of significance to New Zealanders

	Resource title: My Lai

	5 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012 

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91437-01-6127

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard History 91437: Analyse different perspectives of a contested event of significance to New Zealanders 

Resource reference: History 3.4A

Resource title: My Lai

Credits: 5 

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard History 91437. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting

This activity requires students to analyse the different perspectives on the massacre at My Lai in Vietnam in 1968.
Students will need to examine the different perspectives of the My Lai massacre, using supporting evidence. You could provide your students with the perspectives, require them to find perspectives, or you could provide some perspectives and the students could find others.

Conditions 

Allow four to five weeks of in-class and out-of-class time.
Resource requirements 

Information on podcasts:
http://www.ehow.com/how_5958781_use-podcasting-classroom.html#ixzz1KPJ40Tgf
Useful resources:

youtube.com/watch?v=LPHEvaNjdhw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXNsXIxBkqs 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=wL7WUSdsY-E&feature=related
www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,840460,00.html
www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,901621,00.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2009709373_apusmylaimassacre.html
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/mylai/MYLAI.HTM 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7298533.stm 

www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/documentaries/2008/04/080421_mylai_parttwo.shtml 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/biography/mylai-biographies/ 

http://books.google.co.nz/books?id=MkAEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA20&lpg=PA20&dq=peers+inquiry+calley&source=bl&ots=ZCPVSOknyO&sig=7UOrXxYs0yOlkZruOi8HQWt_h8M&hl=en&ei=8Se1TcfXBJDEsAPb5KnfCw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=11&ved=0CFgQ6AEwCg#v=onepage&q=peers%20inquiry%20calley&f=false 

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard History 91437: Analyse different perspectives of a contested event of significance to New Zealanders 

Resource reference: History 3.4A

Resource title: My Lai

Credits: 5 

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Analyse different perspectives of a contested event of significance to New Zealanders.
	Analyse, in depth, different perspectives of a contested event of significance to New Zealanders.
	Comprehensively analyse different perspectives of a contested event of significance to New Zealanders.


Student instructions 

Introduction 

This assessment activity requires you to prepare a lecture on the My Lai massacre that occurred in Vietnam in 1968. You will analyse the different perspectives on what happened at My Lai in March 1968.
You will present your lecture as a podcast but you will be assessed on the detail and comprehensiveness of your analysis, not on your podcasting skills.
Teacher note: You can modify this presentation mode to suit the needs of your students. 

You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your analysis.

You have five weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete this activity. 
The final date for submission is << teacher to insert >>.
Tasks
Write an introduction about one page in length that:
· describes what happened at My Lai in March 1968

· identifies the historical debate that has resulted from the massacre.
Individuals and groups had (or have) different perspectives on the massacre, for example participants in the massacre, the US army, the US government, official inquiries, journalists, and historians.  

Use evidence you have selected to analyse comprehensively different people’s perspectives of the My Lai massacre. For each perspective, demonstrate thorough engagement with the historical evidence as you:

· describe and explain the perspective from the point of view of the individual/group

· analyse the perspective from the historian’s point of view to determine whether, in the light of the historical evidence, the perspective was, or is, justifiable.
Analyse the various perspectives of the event to draw conclusions, based on specific historical evidence, about why the massacre occurred and where the responsibility lay.
Record your completed evidence as a podcast lecture.

Assessment schedule: History 91437 My Lai

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student analysed different perspectives of a contested event by:

· identifying different perspectives 

· using supporting evidence to explain what the different perspectives are, and why they are held.

For example, a section of the podcast dealing with Lt William Calley:

In The Battle Hymn of Lt. Calley by Terry Nelson (1971), Calley is portrayed as an innocent victim whose actions at My Lai were in the line of duty. The song is set to the tune of The Battle Hymn of the Republic and hence emphasises that Calley was a patriot. The song sold more than two million copies and was released straight after Calley's conviction. Terry Nelson held this perspective because he supported the war in Vietnam and believed that Americans should be supportive of their soldiers over there. He wanted to encourage the public to object to Calley’s sentence and to try and overturn it.
This perspective is different from that of Telford Taylor in LIFE magazine, 9 Apr 1971. He believes that “Calley has been made a scapegoat” but believes that he should have been punished for his actions at My Lai. Taylor held this perspective because he believed that Calley had disobeyed the laws of war and the Geneva Convention. Taylor stresses that …
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student analysed, in-depth, different perspectives of a contested event by:

· identifying different perspectives 

· using supporting evidence to explain what the different perspectives are, and why they are held 
· evaluating, as an historian, the validity of the different perspectives of the contested event 

· presenting an opinion, with reasons, on the validity of the perspectives. 

For example, a section of the podcast dealing with Lt William Calley:
In The Battle Hymn of Lt. Calley by Terry Nelson (1971), Calley is portrayed as an innocent victim whose actions at My Lai were in the line of duty. The song is set to the tune of The Battle Hymn of the Republic and hence emphasises that Calley was a patriot. The song sold over two million copies and was released straight after Calley's conviction. Terry Nelson held this perspective because he supported the war in Vietnam and believed that Americans should be supportive of their soldiers over there. He wanted to encourage the public to object to Calley’s sentence and to try and overturn it.

This perspective is different from that of Telford Taylor in LIFE magazine, 9 Apr 1971. He believes that “Calley has been made a scapegoat” but believes that he should have been punished for his actions at My Lai. Taylor held this perspective because he believed that Calley had disobeyed the laws of war and the Geneva Convention. Taylor stresses that …

These perspectives are similar in that they both see Calley as a scapegoat but for different reasons. For Nelson, he is a scapegoat for the anti-Vietnam war movement who used the massacre at My Lai to call for an end to the war. For Taylor …

These perspectives are different because of the writers’ beliefs about the Vietnam War and the intent of their writing. The Battle Hymn of Lt. Calley was propaganda intended to encourage the public to support Calley and force an overturning of his conviction. The Battle Hymn was not based on the accurate events at My Lai. Nelson states that …

On balance, it seems clear that to regard Calley as totally innocent would be a travesty of justice. The emotion of the times allowed the type of perspective presented by Nelson but … 
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student analysed comprehensively different perspectives of a contested event by:

· identifying different perspectives 

· using supporting evidence to explain what the different perspectives are, and why they are held 
· making judgements as an historian on the validity of different perspectives 

· drawing conclusions that demonstrate thorough engagement with the evidence and the ideas it contains. 

For example, in a section of the podcast dealing with Lt William Calley:

In The Battle Hymn of Lt. Calley by Terry Nelson (1971), Calley is portrayed as an innocent victim whose actions at My Lai were in the line of duty. The song is set to the tune of The Battle Hymn of the Republic and hence emphasises that Calley was a patriot. The song sold over two million copies and was released straight after Calley's conviction. Terry Nelson held this perspective because he supported the war in Vietnam and believed that Americans should be supportive of their soldiers over there. He wanted to encourage the public to object to Calley’s sentence and to try and overturn it.

This perspective is different from that given by Telford Taylor in LIFE magazine, 9 Apr 1971. He believes that “Calley has been made a scapegoat” but believes that he should have been punished for his actions at My Lai. Taylor held this perspective because he believed that Calley had disobeyed the laws of war and the Geneva Convention. Taylor stresses that … 

These perspectives are similar in that they both see Calley as a scapegoat but for different reasons. For Nelson, he is a scapegoat for the anti-Vietnam war movement who used the massacre at My Lai to call for an end to the war. For Taylor …

As an historian, there is a need to use caution in taking at face value the comments of people like Nelson who were caught up in the emotions and politics of the times. It has been shown in a number of different ways that the United States government, in defence of its highly criticised policies, was quite capable of producing propaganda on its own behalf. This included …

I strongly support the perspective held by Taylor Telford. Calley should have been held accountable for his terrible actions at My Lai; however, other people should have been prosecuted as well. Calley became the scapegoat. Officers higher up the chain should also have been tried for their role in the tragedy and for attempting to suppress public awareness of the massacre.  It is very clear from the 2008 Peers Inquiry that... 
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.



Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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