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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91497

Write a media text to meet the requirements of a brief

	Resource title: Putting the words in my mouth
3 credits


	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-91497-02-6319

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 91497. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to develop a script for a coming-of-age short film targeting teenagers.

The activity is intended for use in conjunction with Media Studies 3.5 and Media Studies 3.6 and after a programme of teaching and learning unit on scriptwriting, as part of larger film production assessment. 

You will need to ensure that students are taught about the requirements of scriptwriting for moving image products and the conventions of such scripts, including their layout and formatting, and have the opportunity to study a range of sample scripts or script extracts.

Conditions

Students may work in groups of up to three to develop ideas for their scripts, for example as they work on a design and/or undertake pre-production work for a short film.

However, each student will need to produce a script independently for assessment.

Students will need approximately 2–3 weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete the task. Adapt this timeframe to suit your context.

Resource requirements 
Students will require access to equipment such as scriptwriting or pre-production software, and the Internet.

Additional information

The following web-based free-source scriptwriting sites may prove useful:

http://www.celtx.com
http://www.page2stage.com
http://www.plotbot.com
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Write a media text to meet the requirements of a brief.
	Write a convincing media text to meet the requirements of a brief.
	Write a compelling media text to meet the requirements of a brief.


Student instructions 
Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to write a script for a coming-of-age short film aimed at teenagers. 

Teacher note: This resource is intended for use in conjunction with Media Studies 3.5 Produce a design for a media product that meets the requirements of a brief and Media Studies 3.6 Produce a media product to meet the requirements of a brief.

Adapt this activity to suit other genres such as horror, documentary, or romantic comedy, as appropriate to your teaching and learning programme. 

You can develop ideas for your script individually or in a group of up to 3, such as a production team for your short film. However, you need to write your script individually.

You will have 2 weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this activity.

Teacher note: Adapt this time frame to suit your context.

You will be assessed on how well your script demonstrates your deliberate selection and effective control of a range of scriptwriting conventions in constructing and refining your script.

Task
Develop a script ready for short film production. 

Keep all your draft work, feedback and reflections on feedback in a portfolio.

Teacher note: A portfolio is not essential. You could establish development of student work through conferencing, feedback on drafts or observations.

Discuss ideas and obtain feedback from your teacher as you work, to ensure you are developing your script appropriately.

See Student Resource A for further guidance about a process you could follow.

Final script

Ensure that your script demonstrates an effective understanding and control of scriptwriting conventions, such as:

· correct use of script format and headings without intrusive errors
· correct and clear placement of production and actor direction.

Ensure that your script demonstrates an effective control of grammatical and structural devices, such as:

· spelling, punctuation, tense, syntax and structure appropriate for a script without intrusive errors
· sophisticated and/or authentic language throughout the whole script.

Student Resource A: Further guidance

You are advised to follow a process such as this to write your script.

Plan

Develop a plan for an effectively crafted script for a coming-of-age short film that typically includes:

· a developed three-act structure 

· a layered narrative that may include parallel or fractured narratives, time manipulation and/or subtext

· engaging and detailed character profiles, including a sympathetic protagonist who is facing a choice or situation and an authority figure

· a sense of narrative flow. 

Thumbnails

Write a blow-by-blow account using the three-act structure in present tense. 

Break the account down into different scenes or locations and label these scenes in order. They will become your thumbnails and will help you maintain focus while writing the script.

Character profiles

Write detailed character profiles of the main characters that typically include:

· a clear sense of each character’s role and goal in the narrative

· a clear motivation for each character to achieve this goal in the narrative

· a reason for the audience to want the protagonist to achieve their goal

· detailed description of character personality and background

· some detail of physical description to assist with casting and costume.

Teacher note: You could provide students with a template for creating their character profiles. The Celtx software includes a comprehensive template. 

First draft

Using the thumbnails, write a first draft of your script scene by scene in Celtx or another scriptwriting program. This initial draft will typically include:

· distinct characterisation

· some clear and/or thorough production and character direction

· relevant and interesting dialogue.

Revision

Revise and edit your script. Make sure you:

· develop sophisticated and/or authentic vocabulary appropriate for a coming-of-age short film

· are grammatically and structurally accurate with all written language in the script

· communicate an appropriate and interesting style, tone and/or “voice” 

· communicate a clear and layered narrative that will engage the audience, and command and capture their attention.

This process is likely to involve multiple drafts before you complete your final script for assessment.

Keep a copy of each draft, together with any feedback from your teacher and/or target audience, and your reflections on the feedback.

Seek feedback during this revision process from your teacher and selected members of your target audience, and record your reflection on any feedback in a log or blog to include in your portfolio.

You do not have to hand in your portfolio for assessment but you need to have it all available in case your teacher asks to see your draft work.

Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91497 Putting the words in my mouth

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student produces a script for a coming-of-age short film to meet the requirements of the brief.

In their script, the student demonstrates understanding and control of conventions of current scriptwriting practices, such as: a layered narrative (use of subtext, manipulation of time and location); character profiles; a three-act structure; script formatting of action, character, and dialogue;; character notes and direction; and production notes and direction.

The script also uses grammatical and structural conventions appropriate to the medium, product, and audience. This typically includes: control of spelling, punctuation, tense, syntax and/or structure; and authentic vocabulary, style, tone and/or personal “voice” appropriate to the audience and/or medium.

For example: Script for Crafted, a short film 

The script for Crafted contains a good mixture of dialogue and quiet character moments. This provides a nice balance to the narrative and offers some breathing space for the audience. 

At times, the script is a little too obvious or contrived in communicating the story of a boy making feel-good postcards to support his classmates. Yet there seemed to be enough control of character and direction evident in the script that these could be handled well. 

A couple of character moments are a little “speechy”; yet these have become simplified during the drafting process and no longer overwhelm the final speech of the protagonist about his motivations. 

Some language errors are intrusive within the script as a whole.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student produces a convincing script for a coming-of-age short film to meet the requirements of the brief.

In their script, the student demonstrates deliberate selection, application and control of conventions of current scriptwriting practices, such as: a layered narrative (use of subtext, manipulation of time and location); character profiles; a three-act structure; script formatting of action, character, and dialogue;; character notes and direction; and production notes and direction.

The script also uses grammatical and structural conventions appropriate to the medium, product, and audience. This typically includes: control of spelling, punctuation, tense, syntax and/or structure; authentic vocabulary, style, tone and/or personal “voice” appropriate to the audience and/or medium; and engagement with the target audience. 
For example: Script for Mixed Messages, a short film 
The script for Mixed Messages is not heavily reliant on dialogue and provides strong direction for the actors and the production crew. 

As the lovable loser, Andrew makes one mistake after another, and this is handled well in the script. 

The potential to overuse montages or act-outs could detract from the overall charm of the final film yet is appropriate within the script. 

Rebecca is a pleasant love interest for Andrew and far more engaging than the somewhat two-dimensional antagonist of Rachel. 

While at times clichéd in content, the conversations were handled in a sophisticated manner. The control of language was good with few spelling or grammatical errors, and it presented an appropriate tone to a coming-of-age romantic comedy set in a high school. 

The simplicity of miscommunication was handled well, and there was a well-structured sense of the school day built into the script to avoid contrived instances.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student produces a compelling script for a coming-of-age short film to meet the requirements of the brief. 

In their script, the student demonstrates deliberate, effective selection, application and control of conventions of current scriptwriting such as: a layered narrative (use of subtext, manipulation of time and location); character profiles; a three-act structure; script formatting of action, character, and dialogue;; character notes and direction; and production notes and direction.

The script also uses grammatical and structural conventions appropriate to the medium, product, and audience (this typically includes: control of spelling, punctuation, tense, syntax and/or structure; and authentic vocabulary, style, tone and/or personal “voice” appropriate to the audience and/or medium) and commands and captures audience attention. 
For example: Script for He Said, She Said, a short film

The script for He Said, She Said is exceptional for a coming-of-age film. 

Rhys is a very sympathetic protagonist who maintains a great deal of integrity throughout the script. Jason acts well as a character but also as a narrative device to frame the story and allow for the story to progress between the two perspectives. While Hayley – Rhys’ girlfriend – acts as the authority figure in the text, she is rarely painted as the villain.

The script displays a clear and effective voice of teenagers today with a fun and playful sense of humour. At times I laughed out loud. 

The convention of banter is apparent throughout the script and handled exceptionally well – characters bounce off one another, and there is clear evidence that the conventions feel authentic to teenagers today. 

The subtle tense interplays between Jason and Scott/Jason and Abby do not detract from the main narrative yet provide a layer that could almost be an entire storyline in its own right. 

There has been a clear and interesting evolution of the script across the three drafts to the final script. 

The flow of the script was not marred by spelling or grammatical errors and was ready to be used for film production.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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