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Internal Assessment Resource

Music Studies Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91425
Research a music topic

	Resource title: Investigation

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by 

Ministry of Education
	December 2012 

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91425-01-6219

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Achievement Standard Music Studies 91425: Research a music topic
Resource reference: Music Studies 3.10
Resource title: Investigation 
Credits: 6 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Music Studies 91425. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 

This activity requires students to present research on a music topic. Students will present their findings and conclusions in any format they deem appropriate. For assessment and moderation purposes, you must ensure that any format is recordable. For example, if students are presenting their research orally, this must be filmed and retained on DVD. Students will be assessed on the depth and insight of their research and resulting conclusions.  
Conditions 

This assessment task will take place over six to nine weeks of in-class and out-of-class time.

Students will be assessed individually and must complete all work themselves.
Resource requirements 
· Access to the Internet and a library.
· Access to resources for presenting, such as a computer projector.
Additional information 

None.
Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Music Studies 91425: Research a music topic
Resource reference: Music Studies 3.10
Resource title: Investigation 
Credits: 6 
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Research a music topic.
	Research a music topic in depth.
	Research a music topic with insight.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to research a music topic and present your findings and conclusions in a suitable format. You will be assessed on the depth and insight of your research and your resulting conclusions. 
This assessment activity will take place in class and out of class over six to nine weeks. 
<<teacher to insert time and conditions here>>
You will complete all the research and your presentation, individually.
Task 
You will present information that answers a question related to a specific music topic. You may use the information in Resource A to guide the research process.
To present your findings, choose a format that is appropriate to your topic, in negotiation with your teacher. For example, you could present a seminar with the help of a computer projector, make a documentary, present a written report, create a website or present a live performance with annotated scores.  
Your presentation should be of sufficient length and complexity to show you have processed relevant evidence from a range of sources. 
In presenting your research, carefully choose the information you include. To show insightful conclusions, process your findings to come up with your own original ideas and observations on your topic. 
Keep all your preparatory work and submit this with your presentation as evidence of authenticity. You may use the information in Resource B to set up your preparatory work.
Make sure you have answered your specific research question in detail and have also provided personal conclusions by the end of your presentation.
Resource A
You may choose to follow the process outlined below in conducting your research.

· Define your area of research. This is the general area of music that will form the basis for your inquiry.

· Formulate your specific research question in consultation with your teacher. This will narrow down your field of inquiry within your area of research.

· Plan your time. Giving yourself small goals to achieve each week will help.

· Write the framework for your research. In writing this, consider the following questions: What do you expect to find out? It will help you to have a number of focus questions to narrow your field of research further as you work to answer your main research question. How will you find this information? How will you organise your findings? The format of your presentation is likely to guide the methods of your research.

· Gather your information from a range of sources. Aim to use at least three different types of sources, such as the Internet, people, and books. If you will be using people as the focus of your inquiry, you will need to gain the written consent of your participants before using any data provided by them in your presentation. You could use people to interview, survey, observe, undertake action research, or recount personal experiences.
· Analyse all your material and come up with your own conclusions in response to your specific research question. 

· While you are researching, you must record all your sources in a bibliography that will be submitted with your presentation.

Resource B

Research Question Planner

Brainstorm your ideas on each of the following and discuss them widely as you start to refine them.

Topic:
The field I am interested in.

Focus: 
The aspect(s) I am most interested in investigating.

Research Question:
 What I want to know about my focus area.
Action Plan Checklist (part of the framework)

	Item
	(
	Item
	(

	Research question formulated
	
	Analysis of methods suggested
	

	Time-frame phases planned
	
	Possible important points identified
	

	Methods outlined
	
	Findings organised and represented
	

	Data sources identified
	
	Presentation format planned


	

	Ethics addressed


	
	
	


As you plan your time frame consider the following:

· Research has five main phases (not all are of equal importance but all are essential as part of the research process):

· framework
· background (information gathered to present the ‘big picture’)

· fieldwork (specific information gathered to answer your research question)

· analysis (processing the information gathered). This includes the formulation and refining of findings based on evidence, discussion, reading and further processing
· presentation.
· Although the first phase (framework) occurs on its own at the start, the other phases may at times overlap.

· A timeline is approximate and it is highly unlikely that each phase will work exactly to plan. You will need to be flexible.

Use this checklist to make sure you have covered everything required for your presentation.

Presentation Checklist

	(
	Contents

	
	Area of inquiry defined - its limits, why it is important.



	
	Research question introduced.



	
	Framework included (time frame, methods, data sources, analysis methods, important points, organisation and writing up of findings, presentation format).

	
	Findings presented and discussed, using musical evidence and background information.

	
	Conclusions drawn.



	
	Sources fully referenced; any appendices attached, for example, survey questions.




Assessment schedule: Music Studies 91425 Investigation
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has researched a music topic. 
To do this, they have produced a presentation that:

· investigates a question on a music topic
e.g. the student investigates the question “How do different genres of music affect performance during a cardiovascular workout?” They look at four genres of music (orchestral, jazz, pop, and heavy metal). They use calories burned as their measure of performance during the workout.

· draws valid and relevant conclusions, using a range of sources in their inquiry.
e.g. “According to a recent study in The Sport Journal, any music can improve physical performance, provided it is of a fast tempo. Dr. Costas Karageorghis has also theorised that music can help athletes to find a rhythm, so faster songs will result in faster movements. When I interviewed ten people, they all said that fast music makes them work out faster. This results in more calories burned. In the same survey, I asked if genre affected their workout and 90% of participants said no. I therefore conclude that it is speed, not genre, that affects performance during a cardiovascular workout.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student has researched a music topic in depth. 
To do this, they have produced a presentation that:

· investigates a question on a music topic in depth, clearly identifying the parameters of their research

e.g. the student investigates the question “How do different genres of music affect performance during a cardiovascular workout?” They look at four genres of music (orchestral, jazz, pop, and heavy metal). They use calories burned as their measure of performance during the workout. The more calories burned in 30 minutes, the more successful they deem the workout to be.

· draws valid and detailed conclusions, using a range of sources in their inquiry.
e.g. “According to a recent study in The Sport Journal, any music can improve physical performance, provided it is of a fast tempo. I agree with this because I watched three participants exercise while listening to different types of music and they all burned more calories when they were listening to faster music. 
The most effective tempo for increasing performance seems to be around 136 bpm. The increase in tempo increased the calories burned by approximately 20% at this level. 
This was the case across all genres, so genre clearly has no effect on performance during a cardiovascular workout.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student has researched a music topic with insight. 
To do this, they have produced a presentation that:
· investigates a question on a music topic with insight, clearly identifying the parameters of the research

e.g. the student investigates the question “How do different genres of music affect performance during a cardiovascular workout?” They look at four genres of music (orchestral, jazz, pop, and heavy metal). Within those genres, they include a range of songs that were selected after analysis based on tempo and harmony. They use calories burned as their measure of performance during the workout. The more calories burned in 30 minutes, the more successful they deem the workout to be.

· draws valid and perceptive conclusions, using a range of sources in their inquiry.
e.g. “According to a recent study in The Sport Journal, any music can improve physical performance, provided it is of a fast tempo. After observing three study participants over four weeks, I have concluded that personal preference plays as much of a role in performance as tempo. Each study participant was motivated most by their preferred genre of music. 
The next most important factor appears to be tempo, perhaps unsurprisingly, as participants aimed to keep in time with the faster beat, burning more energy in the process. More surprising, perhaps, was the effect of the harmonies of the pieces chosen. Pieces in major keys were, in general, more motivating than those in minor keys. Based on my observations, I believe that this is a result of the key reflecting a positive attitude toward exercise, which is produced by the release of endorphins. This could be a topic for further inquiry. Genre is one of the least important factors in improving performance.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.



Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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