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Internal Assessment Resource

Social Studies Level 3
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91599
Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s)

	Resource title: Switch it off

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91599-01-6254

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.




Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91599: Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.4A
Resource title: Switch it off
Credits: 6 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91599. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 

This activity requires students to analyse an issue and develop a campaign of social action(s) that may influence a change in policy. For this activity, the focus is electricity usage in your school. This activity can be completed independently from a unit of work, but could aim to coincide with the global Earth Hour campaign in late March. 

It is expected that students will be familiar with the application of social studies concepts such as policy, change, values, responsibility, participation, and influence. As this activity requires the students to plan and participate in a campaign of social action, forward planning with school management may be required.

Conditions
This assessment takes place over <teacher to insert time frame>.
Resource requirements

http://education-for-enterprise.tki.org.nz/Resources-tools-templates/Secondary-school-resources/Electricity-usage 

http://earthhour.org
http://inquiryideas.wikispaces.com/ – look up Earth Hour in Schools suggestions
http://www.tes.co.uk/taxonomysearchresults.aspx?mode=browse&parametrics=44354,45704,EVT-1514
http://www.wwf.org.nz/what_we_do/education/resources_for_teachers/
Please note: if any link does not open correctly from Word, copy and paste it into your browser window.

Additional information 
None.
 Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91599: Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.4A
Resource title: Switch it off
Credits: 6 

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).
	Examine, in-depth, personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).
	Examine comprehensively personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).


Student instructions 
Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to work individually and as a group member to research an issue, plan and implement a campaign of social action, and personally reflect on your involvement in the campaign. The intended outcome of the social action is an attempt to change your school’s policy on electricity usage.

You will complete an individual portfolio on your group’s social action campaign. 
You will have <teacher to insert time frame> to complete this task.
You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your portfolio and the extent to which you have critically evaluated the effectiveness of your personal involvement in the campaign by comparing it with possible alternative actions to influence the policy change. 

Teacher note: You can adjust the timeframe of this task to meet the needs of your students.
Task

In your group, research, plan, and implement a campaign of social actions (more than three) to influence electricity usage in your school.
As you work through this activity, you will need to compile a portfolio to report on the process and your personal involvement in the campaign.

In your portfolio, include: 

· a written account describing the history of and issues around electricity use in your school. Make sure you refer to Social Studies concepts, such as policy, change, values, responsibility, participation, and influence
· a plan for a campaign of social action(s) to raise awareness within the school about the issue of electricity usage, including the ethical implications. You may use ideas outlined in the global Earth Hour campaign to direct your group’s planning. See Resource A for a list of useful websites
· a justification of the selected action(s) your group took, taking into account the points of view, values, and perspectives of yourself and others

· a reflective journal, which outlines how you were personally involved in the planning and implementation of your campaign
· an explanation of the real and potential consequences of the social action(s)
· an evaluation, describing the strengths and weaknesses of your own involvement in the campaign, identifying what you personally could have done to make the overall campaign more effective, and comparing your group’s actions with possible alternative actions to influence the policy change.
Teacher note: You may need to model what the completed portfolio will look like, for example, it may be presented in a clear-file or similar.

Resource A 

Suggested websites that will be useful.

http://earthhour.org
http://www.med.govt.nz
http://www.energywise.govt.nz/
http://www.schoolgen.co.nz/a/
http://www.connectnz.co.nz/connect-ed/it/case-studies
http://www.odt.co.nz/news/national/153524/nz-electricity-use-drops-two-percent-during-earth-hour
Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91599 Switch it off
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has examined personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).

The student’s portfolio includes:
· a description of the issue and the policy the action aims to influence

· the development a plan for a social action(s) that considers ethical implications

· a justification of the selected social action(s) taking into account the points of view, values and perspectives of self and others

· an account of personal participation in planning and carrying out the social action(s).

For example:
The student works as a group member to investigate the issue of electricity usage/wastage in their school and shows an understanding of the reasoning behind the Earth Hour campaign. 

The student’s campaign is planned and implemented and they have analysed how the actions that they or the group selected worked in the campaign. For example, posters and leaflets encouraging students to switch off the lights are displayed around the school to raise awareness of the issue in a non-threatening way.

A personal account of their involvement is given in the journal section of their portfolio, although it may lack the insight and scope of those at a higher grade.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student has examined in-depth personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).

The student’s portfolio includes:
· a description of the issue and the policy the action aims to influence

· the development a plan for a social action(s) that considers ethical implications

· a justification of the selected social action(s) taking into account the points of view, values and perspectives of self and others

· explaining the strengths and weaknesses of their personal involvement and anticipating the real and potential consequences of the social action(s).

For example:
The student analyses the reasons for the selection of particular actions in the campaign. The student completes an in-depth exploration of the strengths and weaknesses of both the campaign and of their own personal involvement. For example, an identified strength is that they have demonstrated an understanding of the issue of electricity usage and wastage within their school and the various perspectives of the users may be addressed (school management, staff, students, weekend users of the buildings, etc). An identified weakness is that they only analysed one month of electricity use by school users, rather than looking at a longer time frame, such as one year.

A more developed personal account of their involvement is given in the journal section of their portfolio.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student has examined comprehensive personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).

The student’s portfolio includes:
· a description of the issue and the policy the action aims to influence

· the development a plan for a social action(s) that considers ethical implications

· a justification of the selected social action(s) taking into account the points of view, values and perspectives of self and others

· explaining the strengths and weaknesses of their personal involvement and anticipating the real and potential consequences of the social action(s)

· critically evaluating the effectiveness of the social action(s) by comparing it with possible alternative actions to influence the policy change.

For example:
The student analyses the reasons for the selection of particular actions in the campaign. The student has addressed major weaknesses and strengths in the campaign and has included innovative and interesting ways that it could have been improved. For example, by organising time to speak with reporters for the local paper or by writing an article for the school newspaper.

The student has made valid and relevant suggestions as to how the campaign could have been improved. For example, by organising a speaker from the World Wildlife Fund to visit the school or by organising quizzes and competitions to get the staff and students to participate in the campaign in a more active way. The student has clearly identified ways they personally could have improved the campaign. For example, they may have chosen to assign roles within the group – reporter, poster production, school or management liaison person. The student looks at the “big picture” and investigates how other school students (both in New Zealand and overseas) have influenced their schools’ policies and values regarding electricity usage. The student may have made appointments to speak to the school management, Board of Trustees, and school council leaders.
A developed personal account of their involvement is given in the journal section of their portfolio.

The chosen actions are compared with other possible actions.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
NZQA Approved
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