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Internal Assessment Resource

Social Studies Level 3
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91600
Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s)

	Resource title: Driving towards safer roads 

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91600-01-6256

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.




Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Social Studies 91600: Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.5A
Resource title: Driving towards safer roads 

Credits: 4 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91600. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 

This activity requires students to write a report examining the campaign of social action(s) undertaken by the New Zealand Automobile Association since 2006 to influence the New Zealand Government to make changes to land transport policies. 

Before beginning this activity, you will need to provide opportunities for the students to explore: 

· the New Zealand Automobile Association 

· driving safety and licensing issues in New Zealand

· policy-making processes (for example, select committees)

· New Zealand Land Transport policy.

Conditions 

None.
Resource requirements 

Internet access.
Additional information 

None. 

Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91600: Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.5A
Resource title: Driving towards safer roads
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s).
	Examine, in-depth, a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s).
	Examine comprehensively a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s).


Student instructions
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to write a report examining the campaign of social actions undertaken by the New Zealand Automobile Association (AA) to influence a specific issue in relation to land transport policies.

Teacher note: You could consider selecting an alternative campaign of social action to influence policy change. If so, you would need to adapt this assessment task by altering the context and making associated changes to the assessment schedule.

You will have two weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this activity.

Teacher note: This is a suggested timeframe and can be changed to better suit the needs of your class and the resources available.

You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your examination of the selected campaign. 

Task 

Write a report examining the AA’s campaign to influence land transport policy. You need to apply your understanding of Social Studies concepts (for example, policy, change, responsibility, rights, perspectives, values) and provide specific evidence in your analysis of the campaign.

Include in your report:
· a description of the issue that the AA is focusing on from different points of view, values and perspectives 
· a description of the AA’s plan and aim for the campaign 
· an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of the AA, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
· an explanation of the AA’s reasons for selecting the actions within the campaign
· an exploration of the real and potential consequences of the AA’s campaign

· a critical evaluation of the effectiveness of the campaign, including possible modifications which could have been made to improve the campaign’s influence on policy.

See Resource A for a list of suggested resources to inform your report.

You may use relevant images, statistics, graphs, points of view, quotes, or captions to support your ideas in your report. You may use your class notes relating to this topic to assist you.

You may work individually, in pairs, or in groups to collect the required information, but your report will be completed individually.

Teacher note: Although the research component is not assessed in this task you may encourage the students to hand in their rough notes or to keep a research log and bibliography to ensure the authenticity for their work. If you choose to make any of these adjustments you will need to incorporate relevant instructions into the student task.

Resource A
New Zealand Automobile Association resources

· “Saving Ourselves” discussion report – PDF available (enter ‘saving ourselves AA’ into search engine)
· http://www.aa.co.nz – look through submissions from 2006 to 2011 for relevant information as submissions include graphs, statistics, and reasons why the AA wants this change, as well as the change itself. On the site you will also find information on:
· Frontal Lobe Project research (links to initial findings)
· Young Driver policies
· http://www.aa.co.nz/about/aa-driver-education-foundation/ – foundation supported by AA involved in research and management of SADD

· http://www.transport.govt.nz/saferjourneys/ – Government policy package approved in April 2010

· http://www.aa.co.nz/about/newsroom/Pages/default.aspx – general media releases by AA.

Some relevant media releases
· http://www.aa.co.nz/about/newsroom/media-releases/safety/aa-supports-call-to-review-driver-licence-system/
· http://www.aa.co.nz/about/newsroom/media-releases/safety/aa-supports-changes-to-improve-young-driver-safety/
· http://www.aa.co.nz/about/newsroom/media-releases/safety/more-experience-is-the-key-to-keeping-young-drivers-safe/
Government policy/bill amendment resources
· http://www.transport.govt.nz/saferjourneys/frequentlyaskedquestions/Pages/default.aspx
· http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/PB/Legislation/Bills/a/7/8/00DBHOH_BILL8307_1-Land-Transport-Driver-Licensing-Amendment-Bill.htm
· http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10638581.

Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91600 Driving towards safer roads

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has examined the AA’s campaign of social action to influence land transport policy change(s). This means that the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to provide:
· a description of the issue that the AA is focusing on from different points of view, values, and perspectives 
· an explanation of the aims of the campaign
· an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of the AA, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
· an explanation of the AA’s reasons for selecting the actions within the campaign.
For example:
To get their message across and to influence government policy change from a local, regional, and national level, the AA has implemented a campaign of social actions. The aim of the campaign is to reduce the road toll and serious injury, particularly head injuries.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative. 

	The student has examined, in-depth, the AA’s campaign of social action to influence land transport policy change(s). This means that the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to provide:
· a description of the issue that the AA is focusing on from different points of view, values, and perspectives 
· an explanation of the aims of the campaign
· an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of the AA, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
· an explanation of the AA’s reasons for selecting the actions within the campaign
· an exploration of the real and potential consequences of the campaign.
For example:
Through a number of social actions since 2006, the AA has campaigned for changes to government policy to improve the safety of young people on our roads. Out of 29 comparable countries, New Zealand has the second highest death rate on average in the 15–24 years age group. Their plan to influence policy changes has included lobbying politicians from a range of political parties, surveying young people and AA members, making media releases, and writing and distributing discussion papers to inform debate (for example, “Saving Ourselves” and “Transporting Ourselves”) to MPs, academics, and local government. Following five years of campaigning by the AA and other organisations, Cabinet approved several policies affecting young drivers in April 2010. These policies are part of the “Safer Journeys” package and include raising the driving age to 16, increasing the number of required supervised driving hours to 120 (from approximately 50 hours), and toughening the restricted licence test. Many of these policies will require system and process changes. 
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student has examined comprehensively the AA’s campaign of social action to influence land transport policy change(s). This means that the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to provide:
· a description of the issue that the AA is focusing on from different points of view, values, and perspectives
· an explanation of the aims of the campaign
· an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of the AA, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
· an explanation of the AA’s reasons for selecting the actions within the campaign
· an exploration of the real and potential consequences of the campaign

· a critical evaluation of the effectiveness of the campaign, including possible modifications which could have been made to improve the campaign’s influence on policy.
For example:
The AA’s campaign to implement changes to the young drivers policy in NZ is a comprehensive and long running initiative. Their campaign has included actions such as writing formal submissions for a number of Select Committees. One of the more recent submissions put forward by the AA was for the Land Transport (Driver Licensing) Amendment Bill 2010. The AA proposed increasing the length of the learner licensing period from 6 months to 12 months, and supported raising the minimum solo driver licensing age from 15.5 years to 16 or 16.5 years. However, in their submission they opposed raising the minimum learner supervised practice age from 15 to 16 years old, as they believe that driving experience as opposed to age is more important in reducing risk on our roads. A consequence of the AA’s submission to the Select Committee for this bill is that it demonstrates overwhelming support (the AA are representative of 1.3 million road users) for the law change required to implement the “Safer Journeys” policies approved by the Government in April 2010 and this was shown in the recommendations put forward to Government by the Select Committee. 

The AA has been effective in achieving policy changes that reflect many of their proposals over the last few years. This includes lengthening the number of supervised hours learners licence holders must undertake before they can apply for their restricted licence, and making both the learners theory test and the practical test for restricted licences tougher. However, the Government has not taken into account the AA’s perception on the impacts of increasing the licence age in their current policy changes.  

The AA could not really do much to improve their campaign or its effectiveness, as they knew that there was never going to be 100% uptake in their proposals. However, because they still have policy changes that they wish to see implemented, they will need to continue their actions and make sure that this issue remains a current one.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
NZQA Approved
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