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Internal Assessment Resource

English Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91478

Respond critically to significant connections across texts, supported by evidence

	Resource title: Text in time

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91478-01-6101

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Achievement Standard English 91478: Respond critically to significant connections across texts, supported by evidence
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Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard English 91478. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the Standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 

This assessment activity requires students to write a comparative essay in which they respond critically to significant connections across texts from one time period.

Conditions

To allow students time to select and read a range of texts, this assessment activity will ideally take place over a period of time. Students can read texts, collect information, and develop ideas for the assessed essay both during in-class and out-of-class time. You will need to make sure that students work independently and ensure the authenticity of student work.

Give students the opportunity to receive feedback and revise their work before final assessment judgements are made. Students are being assessed on their ability to respond critically to significant connections, not on their writing ability. 

Texts should be appropriate to Level 8 of The New Zealand Curriculum or have characteristics that enable students to meet the expected level of discussion. However, in some cases it may be appropriate to include a text below Level 8. This may help to provide a varied range of texts relevant to the focus of the activity.

Resource requirements
None.
Additional information
The mode in which students present their understandings of connections between texts could be assessed against other Standards such as:

· Achievement Standard English 3.4 (91475): Produce a selection of fluent and coherent writing which develops, sustains, and structures ideas 
· Achievement Standard English 3.5 (91476): Create and deliver a fluent and coherent oral text which develops, sustains, and structures ideas. 

Wherever such integration occurs, it is important to ensure that the work presented for each assessment activity is sufficiently developed to meet the criteria for each Standard. In all such cases, refer closely to each relevant Achievement Standard, including its explanatory notes and the conditions of assessment guidelines.

The stimulus for the exploration of connections may derive from a text studied either personally or in class during the year, for example, texts studied for:

· Achievement Standard English 3.1 (91410): Respond critically to specified aspect(s) of studied written text(s), supported by evidence 
· Achievement Standard English 3.2 (91411): Respond critically to specified aspect(s) of studied visual or oral text(s), supported by evidence
· Achievement Standard English 3.8 (91479): Develop an informed understanding of literature and/or language using critical texts.
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Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Respond critically to significant connections across texts, supported by evidence.
	Respond critically and convincingly to significant connections across texts, supported by evidence.
	Respond critically and perceptively to significant connections across texts, supported by evidence.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to respond critically to significant connections across texts from one time period. 

You will present your findings as a comparative essay. This will include:

· identifying at least two significant connections across the texts

· recognising, responding to, and evaluating links across the texts

· providing supporting evidence from the texts.
Teacher note: This assessment activity could be adapted to require students to write a comparative essay in which they respond critically to significant connections across texts about one time period, that is, both contemporary and/or historical texts written about a specific period of time. The task and the questions would need to be modified appropriately. 

You will be assessed on how perceptive your critical responses to the significant connections are.

Teacher note: <teacher to insert timeframe and due date here>.
Task 

Select a time period and relevant texts 

Select a time period that you are interested in exploring. 

Choose at least four texts from this time period. The texts can be any combination of written, visual, and/or oral and short and/or extended text. 

Check with your teacher to ensure that the texts and topic you have selected are appropriate for this Standard.

See Resource A for further guidance.

Teacher note: You may wish to specify that students base the time period they explore around a text they have studied in class. 

Identify significant connections between texts

Identify at least two significant connections between your chosen texts, for example, style, theme, character, mood, structure, or the intended audience.

For each text that you have selected, find specific evidence that supports the connections you have chosen. 

See Resource A for further guidance.

Present your findings

Present your findings as a comparative essay.

Resource A
Select a time period and relevant texts

Select a time period that includes texts you are interested in exploring. Think about a type of text that you enjoy or a time period in literature that interests you.
Use the questions below to guide your choice of time period.

· Is there a range of suitable texts from this time period?

· Is there a text studied in class that would be suitable for further exploration?

· Will the texts provide the required depth for critical response?

· Is the time period broad enough/narrow enough to allow for valid connections to be drawn?

Possible time periods and topics include:

· the 1950s and the Beat Generation
· the English Modernists

· sci-fi films of the 1980s

· the Victorian novel

· existentialist plays of the early 20th century

· silent films of the early 1900s

· rebellious New Zealand poetry of the 1970s

· Māori literature of the 1980s

· spaghetti westerns of the 1960s

· metaphysical poets of the 17th century

· the Romantics of the early 1800s

· noir films of the 1940s

· musicals from the middle of the 20th century.

Examples of text choices include:

· sci-fi films of the 1980s: Dune, Alien, Brazil, Blade Runner
· the 1950s and the Beat Generation: On the Road by Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg’s poetry, Lawrence Ferlinghetti’s poetry, William Burroughs’ poetry
· the Victorian novel: Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë, Women in White by Wilkie Collins, Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
· Māori literature of the 1980s: The Bone People by Keri Hulme, Potiki by Patricia Grace, The Matriarch by Witi Ihimaera, the poetry of Hone Tuwhare.

Identify significant connections between texts

Potential connections are listed below.
· Style – includes symbolism, imagery, motif use, narrative perspective, visual and verbal techniques, and language choices.

· Character – includes conflicts within and between characters, character change, minor characters that are used as symbols, characterisation techniques, and character relationships.

· Structure – includes placement of events, use of formal structures (such as poetic form), editing techniques, repetitive designations, and lack of structural choices.
· Mood – Does a similar mood prevail between texts? How is this mood created? What is the purpose of this mood?

· Theme – Do the texts share similar concerns? Is there a similar author’s purpose?

For each connection determine whether you are able to:

· form judgements about this connection

· personally respond to the connection

· find specific details to support the connection

· show how the connection reveals the wider context of the time

· show how the connection reveals something about our society, our experiences, and/or ourselves.

Respond critically to the significant connections

Using a range of visual organisers (such as Venn diagrams or mind maps), explore each of your connections. Begin linking the connections you have discovered to the wider context. Consider how the connections you are exploring show you:

· the world of the author and their intended audience

· where the texts are placed in relation to other literary movements

· how the connection is indicative of the society of its time

· how the texts show us something about the human experience.

Provide supporting evidence for the points you make. This evidence could include quotations from the texts and specific examples.

Assessment schedule: English 91478 Text in time

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student responds critically to significant connections across at least four texts, one of which must be student selected, from one time period in a comparative essay. This involves:

· selecting one or more significant connections across all four texts. Connections include:

· purposes and audiences

· ideas, knowledge, and experience

· language features

· structures
· making evaluative interpretations and judgements about how meaning is created by the significant connections that link all four texts

· supporting the argument with specific and relevant references and details. This may include quotations and/or references to studied texts and/or other sources and/or quotations. 
The student responds critically to the depiction of nature and humanity in Romantic poetry. 

“Blake sees people wearing ‘mind-forged manacles’, which emphasises that he sees society as restricting people. The negative aspects of 18th century London are evident throughout the poem. Wordsworth, however, is far more optimistic and sees the city as beautiful and calm. This shows that they see things differently. This difference could be because he is looking at the clean, slumbering city in the morning, whereas Blake sees the city’s underbelly ‘at midnight’. This shows us that we can see the same thing, but it can be different.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student responds critically and convincingly to significant connections across at least four texts,  one of which must be student selected, from one time period in a comparative essay. This involves:

· selecting one or more significant connections across all four texts. Connections include:

· purposes and audiences

· ideas, knowledge, and experience

· language features

· structures
· making discerning and informed interpretations and judgements about how meaning is created by the significant connections that link all four texts
· supporting the argument with specific and relevant references and details. This may include quotations and/or references to studied texts and/or other sources and/or quotations. 
The student responds critically and convincingly to the depiction of nature and humanity in Romantic poetry. This includes: making judgements about purpose and author intentions; showing a wider understanding of the world of the texts when discussing connections; showing an ability to carefully select examples and connections that enhance the overall essay; being discriminating in linking evidence from and between texts; and showing a clear appreciation of the style that connects the texts. 

“Blake sees people wearing ‘mind-forged manacles’, which emphasises that he sees society as being restrictive. The negative aspects of 18th century London are evident throughout the poem, and its effects are seen in the faces of the people: ‘Marks of weakness; marks of woe’. Wordsworth, however, is far more optimistic and sees the city as less restrictive, for example, ‘open … to the sky’. This difference could be because he is looking at the clean, slumbering city in the morning, whereas Blake sees the city’s grimy underbelly ‘at midnight’.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student responds critically and perceptively to significant connections across at least four texts, one of which must be student selected, from one time period in a comparative essay. This involves:

· selecting one or more significant connections across all four texts. Connections include:

· purposes and audiences

· ideas, knowledge, and experience

· language features

· structures
· making sophisticated and insightful and/or original interpretations and judgements about how meaning is created by the significant connections that link all four texts
· supporting the argument with specific and relevant references and details. This may include quotations and/or references to studied texts and/or other sources and/or quotations. 
The student responds critically and perceptively to the depiction of nature and humanity in Romantic poetry. This includes: making judgements about how the texts are reflective of the period they are from and the social/political aspects; making observations about the authors’ intentions that go beyond a superficial understanding; demonstrating an understanding of expected reader responses and integrating personal observations; showing an ability to sophisticatedly weave contextual and textual information to form new personal understandings; and evaluating the crafting of the texts and how they are indicative of a period of time or style, while suggesting how the style indicates wider purpose. 

“Blake sees people in despair wearing ‘mind-forged manacles’, which emphasises that he sees society as being oppressive and ‘charter’d’. The poverty and deprivation of 18th century London are evident throughout the poem and their effects are the ‘Marks of weakness; marks of woe’. Wordsworth, however, is enthralled by the beauty of the ‘bright and glittering city’ and sees it as liberating: ‘open … to the sky’. This may be indicative of the wider Romantic movement, which emphasises the value of personal connections to your surroundings. Wordsworth wrote this poem while travelling through London en route to France, so his view might be quite superficial. Blake lived in London and so had time to notice the unpleasant reality of the city.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.




Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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