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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91495

Produce a media product to meet the requirements of a brief

	Resource title: My apologies to John Hughes

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91495-01-6211

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Achievement Standard Media Studies 91495: Produce a media product to meet the requirements of a brief

Resource reference: Media Studies 3.6A
Resource title: My apologies to John Hughes
Credits: 6
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 91495. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting

This activity requires students to shoot and edit a coming-of-age short film of between 3–8 minutes duration to meet the requirements of a brief. 

This assessment activity has been designed for use in conjunction with Achievement Standard 3.5 Produce a design for a media product that meets the requirements of a brief.
Before students begin the design (Media Studies 3.5A) and production of their short film, you will need to provide them with opportunities to view and discuss a range of coming-of-age films. This includes short films and a programme of teaching and learning about: the conventions of this genre and of short films; designing a film; and production requirements such as experience with cameras, sound, lighting and editing equipment, as available in your context. 

Conditions

Students will need up to 10 weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to compete this work. Adapt this timeframe to suit your context.

Students may complete this task individually or in a group of up to three students.

Resource requirements 
Students will require access to recording and editing equipment such as computers, digital cameras, editing hardware/software, microphones and headphones.

To assist their production efforts, students will also need access to: 

· effective examples of coming-of-age short films

· design materials of appropriate detail and quality.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Produce a media product to meet the requirements of a brief.
	Produce a convincing media product to meet the requirements of a brief.
	Produce a compelling media product to meet the requirements of a brief.


Student instructions 
Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to shoot, record and edit a 3–8 minute coming-of-age short film to meet the requirements of a brief. 

You will use the design you developed previously for assessment of achievement standard Media Studies 3.5.

Teacher note: Adapt this activity to suit another genre such as horror, documentary, or romantic-comedy as appropriate to your teaching and learning programme. 

You can complete this short film as an individual or as a group task. If you choose to work in a group, it can consist of a maximum of three members, and you will need to maintain a blog demonstrating your individual contribution to the short film. 

You will have 10 weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this assessment activity.

Teacher note: Adapt this timeframe to suit your context.

You will be assessed on how consistently you select and apply production technology and media conventions to create a short film that meets the requirements of the brief, engages an audience, and commands and captures audience attention.

Task
Produce a short film using the design that you developed for the assessment activity, Media Studies 3.5A What’s the plan, Stan?

The brief for this film is provided in that activity. Make sure that as you work your short film is meeting the requirements of the brief.
See Resource A for further guidance. 

Production

Shoot the footage you need for your film. 
Record all the sound you will need, diegetic and non-diegetic.

Select and/or produce any music you need for your film. Remember to ensure you have copyright clearance for your music or that you use creative commons or copyright-free music.

Create and/or manipulate any graphics you will need, including photographs.

Check the quality as you work to make sure you have high-quality material (footage, sound, music and graphics) to use in post-production.
Post-production

Edit your footage using a software package. 
Synthesise the audio and visual components to communicate a message that has impact, style, tone, theme and/or mood.
Make deliberate choices in your use and application of media technology and conventions to complete your film that will engage an audience.

Aim to make your film command and capture audience attention.
Be prepared to spend approximately half of the allocated time on this stage.

Final submission

Make final checks of your film to ensure that all elements work as intended and are synchronised.

Finalise and export your film, and submit it for assessment. 

Include a copy of, or link to, your blog or log of your specific individual contributions to the production and post-production work.

Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91495 My apologies to John Hughes

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student produces a 3–8 minute coming-of-age short film to meet the requirements of the brief provided in the assessment activity Media Studies 3.5A What’s the plan Stan? 

The student uses production technology and media conventions with control by applying them consistently in the film.

The student uses media conventions that are commonly used features appropriate to the medium, format, product and audience. This includes aspects of form (for example, camera shots, lighting, dialogue, music) and of content (such as black-hooded figure, young female victim, knives, blood, darkness within a horror film).
For example: Crafted
Crafted presented an interesting and complex story to the audience. The editing rhythm could have been better paced, though there were effective moments, especially the Alice in Wonderland sequence and the locker scene. 

The music choice seemed jarring, especially the use of dub-step in the card creation segues, which should have been more upbeat yet came off as almost sinister. 

The final common room scene was flawed with bad camera placement and shooting toward windows, which cast actors into silhouette needlessly. 
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student produces a convincing 3–8 minute coming-of-age short film to meet the requirements of the brief provided in the assessment activity Media Studies 3.5A What’s the plan Stan? 

The student uses production technology and media conventions with control by applying them consistently in the film.

The student uses media conventions that are commonly used features appropriate to the medium, format, product and audience. This includes aspects of form (for example, camera shots, lighting, dialogue, music) and of content (such as black-hooded figure, young female victim, knives, blood, darkness within a horror film).
The film shows deliberate selection and application of production technology and media conventions to engage an audience.

For example: Ruse
Ruse is an interesting noir film that quickly grabbed the audience’s attention. 

The addition of the news broadcast effectively led the audience into the narrative. 

The noir styling of the frame story was very authentic and well manipulated during shooting and later in editing. 

It was refreshing to see such considered and crafted use of lighting equipment to create high contrast lighting for the shots. However, this did not translate so well for the exterior shots where the high contrast lighting was still used yet composition of shots suffered somewhat.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

 
	The student produces a compelling 3–8 minute coming-of-age short film to meet the requirements of the brief provided in the assessment activity, Media Studies 3.5A What’s the plan Stan? 

The student uses production technology and media conventions with control by applying them consistently in the film.

The student uses media conventions that are commonly used features appropriate to the medium, format, product and audience. This includes aspects of form (for example, camera shots, lighting, dialogue, music) and of content (such as black-hooded figure, young female victim, knives, blood, darkness within a horror film).
The film shows deliberate, effective selection and application of production technology and media conventions to engage an audience, and command and capture audience attention.
For example: He Said, She Said
He Said, She Said is a highly engaging and entertaining rom-com. 

The dual perspective of Rhys and Hayley’s views of the same day was handled with a great deal of skill, managing to avoid the clichés of angst-ridden teen films. In fact, the humour and style of the film was very refreshing. 

The subtext of rivalry between Jason and Scott was subtle, yet appropriate, as was the flirtation between Abby and Jason, providing the solution to the overall narrative. 

The editing of cross-cutting over-the-shoulder shots during the common room scenes was engaging. 

It was pleasing to see reaction shots of characters during conversations as it added a high level of sophistication usually evident in more professional texts.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.




Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.

Resource A: Further guidance

Group work

If you are working as a group, you might find it easiest to allocate different roles within the group for different production purposes, for example, cinematographer, sound/music, and editor. Dividing the roles in this way may help you work to your strengths in production. Your key responsibilities would be in your chosen area.

Make sure, however, that you make a valuable contribution to the whole production process.

Individual production blog/log

At all stages, you will be assessed individually against the standard. To assist with this, you will need to keep an individual blog or log charting your personal contribution to the film and your reflections on the production process. 

Your blog/log will not be assessed, but it is critical to providing your teacher with a means of identifying your individual contribution to the coming-of-age short film. Blogging is an ideal format to use as it allows you to time-stamp entries with ease.

Shooting

Check the quality of your video and audio regularly during production to ensure that you are producing to high standards at all times. It is difficult to correct visual and sound problems on footage during editing, and there is no substitute for high-quality shooting and sound recording. 

Using headphones while filming will offer early alerts to audio issues and help with confirming audio quality on location. 

Likewise, check the composition of shots and lighting before and while you are shooting to ensure you obtain the best footage possible.

Review your footage as you shoot to make sure that you have sufficient high-quality material to complete your film. Reviewing the footage will also help you decide what to edit and will remind you of where material is on the footage tapes.

Be prepared to shoot “pick-ups” (extra necessary footage) if you find you have insufficient footage to complete your film.

Secondary footage

You may use a proportion of secondary footage (footage shot by others outside the course) in your production. Do not exceed 15% of running time unless you negotiate otherwise with your teacher. 

The quality of this secondary footage will not be assessed. However, the way you edit and use the footage in relation to your own footage will be assessed.

Feedback

Take every opportunity to get feedback from other students and/or your teacher during the production stage, and to get advice on what you need to do to improve the film. 

Teacher note: Students could preview a “rough cut” (an early edit) on a trial audience to seek feedback, encouraging the audience to give their opinions on what they liked, what worked well, and what could be improved. 
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