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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 3
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91497

Write a media text to meet the requirements of a brief

	Resource title: Featured today

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	January 2013
To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-01-2013-91497-01-6216

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Credits: 3
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 91497. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the Standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to write a magazine feature article that meets the requirements of a brief.

If preferred, the brief could be changed to call for a weblog, review, magazine-style radio script, editorial or opinion column, dialogue or narrator voice-over script for a documentary or short film, public relations material, or advertorial.

Ensure that before embarking on this activity your students have had opportunities to learn about feature article conventions, including structures and styles, and they have studied a range of examples and models. Ensure also they understand legal and ethical requirements as they relate to, for example, copyright, plagiarism, attribution, privacy, defamation, denigration, accuracy, fairness, and balance.

Conditions

Students will require four to five weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this task.

It is recommended that you conference regularly with your students. It is also recommended that you require them to print out drafts at intervals and include these in their portfolios. 
This assessment resource can be used in conjunction with internal assessment resource Media Studies 3.6B, Covering the bases. If this is done, the feature article they write for 3.8B becomes the main article in the magazine spread they produce for internal assessment resource Media Studies 3.6B, Covering the bases. They will, however, need to create additional written text content for their magazine spread.

This is an individual activity.

Resource requirements 
· mobile phone or MP3 recorder with audio recording ability or other means of recording interviews

· access to computers and internet.
Students may also need access to a phone so that they can arrange interviews or ask questions of knowledgeable people.

Additional information 

The following resources may be useful:

Bleyer, W. (2005). How to Write Special Feature Articles. USA: Riverside Press. The e-book version of this book can be accessed at: http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15718/15718-h/15718-h.htm 
The Poynter Institute (http://www.poynter.org/) provides a wide range of useful instructional materials on most aspects of journalism, including teaching resources. An on-site search of “feature article structures and styles” provides useful guidance, for example, about feature article writing.
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Credits: 3
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Write a media text to meet the requirements of a brief.
	Write a convincing media text to meet the requirements of a brief.
	Write a compelling media text to meet the requirements of a brief.


Student instructions 
Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to write a feature article for a magazine. The article must meet the requirements of an agreed brief.

Teacher note: Instead of a feature article, the brief could ask for a review, editorial, opinion piece, or media release.
A brief is provided. 

This is an individual task. 

Teacher note: Adapt this timeframe to suit your students’ needs and context.

You will have four weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to research, draft, and complete your article. 

You will be assessed on how effectively you select and apply conventions of feature article writing to command and capture audience attention.

Task

Research and write a feature article as specified in the following brief.

Brief

Write a feature article for our school magazine. 

Length: 750–1000 words

Subject: A significant social, environmental, cultural, ethical, moral, educational, economic, or technological issue of your choice.

Audience: Our school community.

Ensure any legal or ethical issues, including those that relate to copyright or permissions, are addressed.

Teacher note: If wished, change, refine, or narrow this brief before giving it to your students.

These instructions assume that the task is a standalone activity. If students will be using the article they write in conjunction with internal assessment resource(s) 3.5B and/or 3.8B, you will need to make this clear.

If using this resource for a different type of media text, first adapt the brief and instructions.

As you research and write your article, maintain a portfolio in which you keep:

· draft(s)
· interview notes (written or audio)
· a list of primary and secondary sources consulted
· copies of (or URLs for) secondary materials, feedback received, and reflections on the feedback. 
Your portfolio will authenticate your work and show how you developed your article.

See the attached Resource for further guidance.

Plan

Decide what significant issue will appeal to your target audience. 

Develop a plan for researching and writing your article. 

Research 

Collect the information that you need. This may involve, for example: 

· interviewing people who have particular knowledge on the issue
· writing letters to request information

· using the internet and library

· visiting places that can contribute to understanding

· sending away for brochures and publications
· reading newspaper articles, letters, and opinion pieces. 

Write 

Write your first draft of the article:
· give it a headline and structure it as introduction, body, and conclusion

· acknowledge all sources in the body of the article

· confirm the reliability of any information that you are presenting as fact.
Edit 
Check your spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

Ask a peer and/or your teacher to give you feedback.

You may also wish to check the accuracy, balance, and fairness of your draft with your key informant or other suitable expert. 

It is likely that you will need to write (and seek feedback on) a number of drafts.
Do a final proofread and set of corrections and then print your feature article.

Submit
Submit your completed feature article to your teacher, together with your portfolio, which could include: planning sheets; interview notes (written or audio); print outs of drafts at various stages of development; and a bibliography of sources of information, including copies of (or URLs for) secondary source material.

Resource
Feature article checklist
Check that:

· the completed article meets the requirements of the brief

· the headline identifies the focus
· the narrative structure and style suits your topic, purpose, target audience, and publication

· the angle and focus is sustained through the whole article
· the language, style, and narrative structure conventions of feature articles are observed.
In your article, consider including:

· facts and statistics that support your opinions or conclusions
· opinions from authorities and experts
· comments and excerpts from interviews

· anecdotes and case studies

· specific names, places, and dates.
Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91497 Featured today

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student writes a feature article of 750–1000 words to meet the requirements of the given brief. 

In their article, the student consistently applies relevant conventions of feature writing.

The article includes features that are appropriate to the genre such as headline, quotes and information (data, statistics etc) drawn from interviews with key subjects, stakeholders, and experts, and from appropriate secondary sources.

The article uses grammatical and structural conventions appropriate to the medium, genre, destination publication, and target audience. 

This will typically include control of spelling, punctuation, tense and syntax, authentic vocabulary, style, tone and/or personal ‘voice’, and of the conventions of written narrative structure such as paragraphing, conventions of honorifics, numbers, capitalisation and abbreviations, and use of an identifiable and appropriate structure.

The student discusses the focus issue in some depth and with some balance, and ends by drawing a conclusion, typically using an appropriate quotation or anecdote or returning to a key idea in the intro.

The student observes some key legal and ethical considerations, including those relating to copyright, plagiarism, attribution, accuracy, and fairness and balance.

Taken as a whole, the article is suitable for the target audience and publication.

Indicative extract:

It’s period 5 on Monday afternoon. George (not his real name) doodles distractedly. Halfway through the lesson he rests his head on his desk and nods off. George used to be one of the most focused students in the class and a high achiever, but not recently. It’s always worse on Mondays. His teacher wonders what’s wrong and what she can do to help. 

“I get high with a little help from my friends,” the Beatles sang in the 1960s as they experimented with cannabis and LSD. 

Today, young Kiwis can access a wide range of legal and illegal ‘highs’. New Zealand has the highest rate of teenage cannabis use in the world (source: http://www.norml.org.nz). Tragic stories of the consequences for some young people appear regularly in the news. Yet, despite more and more education programmes and publicity, many young people still think they should be allowed to experiment and don’t see any harm in their use. The advice of parents and other adults is often dismissed, laws are ignored, and young people’s physical and mental health is regularly put at risk. 
Politicians, police, teachers, psychologists and drug education experts search for answers but appear to make little impact. So why do so many young people use them? Is it really the problem that adults and the media say it is? 

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.
	The student writes a convincing feature article of 750–1000 words to meet the requirements of the given brief. 

In their article, the student deliberately selects and consistently applies relevant conventions of feature writing. 

The article makes good use of features that are appropriate to the genre such as headline, quotes and information (data, statistics etc) drawn from interviews with key subjects, stakeholders, and experts, and from appropriate secondary sources.

The article deliberately uses grammatical and structural conventions appropriate to the medium, genre, destination publication, and target audience. 

The article typically has an identifiable and appropriate structure with an intro and ending that have impact, and good narrative flow with ideas sequenced in paragraphs. There is: consistent control of spelling, punctuation, tense and syntax; and authentic vocabulary, style, tone, and/or personal ‘voice’. The article contains few mechanical errors.

The student discusses and analyses the focus issue in depth and with balance, and draws a considered conclusion. The conclusion may use an appropriate quotation or anecdote and/or return to a key idea in the intro. The conclusion may also include comments on implications, future actions, or consequences based on the evidence they have presented.

The student observes most key legal and ethical considerations, including those relating to copyright, plagiarism, attribution, accuracy, fairness and balance, privacy, denigration, and/or defamation.

Taken as a whole, the article will engage the target audience.

Indicative extract:

It’s period 5 on Monday afternoon. George (not his real name) doodles distractedly. Halfway through the lesson he rests his head on his desk and nods off. His teacher has noticed that although George used to be one of the most focused students in the class and a high achiever, recently his mind is not on his studies. It’s always worse on Mondays. She wonders what’s wrong and what she can do to help. 

“I get high with a little help from my friends,” the Beatles sang in the 1960s as a generation rejected their parents’ values and experimented with mind-altering drugs like cannabis and LSD in search of a better world. 

Fifty years later, Kiwi teens have access to a much wider range of both legal and illegal ‘highs’ and New Zealand has the highest rate of teenage cannabis use in the world (source: http://www.norml.org.nz). The evidence of the damaging effects of the misuse of drugs and alcohol appears regularly, with news stories detailing the tragic results for individual young people. Schools, police and ALAC (Alcohol Advisory Council of New Zealand), among others, provide education programmes and publicity but many young people still use them. 

The advice of parents and other adults is often dismissed, laws are ignored, and young people’s physical and mental health is regularly put at risk. News coverage of the death of young people from ‘huffing’, alcohol poisoning from drinking to excess, and psychotic behaviour triggered by P points out the dangers. 
Politicians, police, teachers, psychologists and drug education experts search for answers but appear to make little progress. So what is the appeal, why do so many young people use these substances, and what should be done about the issue?

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.
	The student writes a compelling feature article of 750–1000 words to meet the requirements of the given brief. 

In their article, the student deliberately selects and consistently and effectively applies conventions of feature writing. 

The article effectively uses features that are appropriate to the genre such as headline, quotes and information (data, statistics etc) drawn from interviews with key subjects, stakeholders, and experts, and from appropriate secondary sources.

The article deliberately and effectively uses grammatical and structural conventions appropriate to the medium, genre, destination publication, and target audience. 

The article has a coherent, clear, and appropriate structure with an intro and ending that have impact, and strong narrative flow with ideas organised and sequenced in paragraphs. 

The student typically: demonstrates sophisticated control of spelling, punctuation, tense and syntax; and uses authentic and extensive vocabulary, style, tone, and/or personal ‘voice’, imagery, and description, and a range of sentence structures. They may use irony or humour to good effect. Their article has few, if any, mechanical errors.
The student discusses, explains, and analyses their chosen issue with depth, balance and insight, and draws a considered conclusion. The conclusion may use an appropriate quotation or anecdote and/or return to a key idea in the intro. The conclusion will typically include implications, future actions, or consequences based on the evidence they have presented.

The student observes key legal and ethical considerations, including those relating to copyright, plagiarism, attribution, accuracy, fairness and balance, privacy, denigration, and/or defamation.

Taken as a whole, the article will command and capture the attention of the target audience.

Indicative extract:

It’s period 5 on Monday afternoon. The class is buzzing as the students discuss their work. In the back row, George (not his real name) doodles distractedly. Halfway through the lesson he rests his head on his desk and nods off. His teacher has noticed that although George used to be one of the most focused students in the class and a high achiever, recently his mind is not on his studies. He appears constantly tired, irritable and unmotivated by school. It’s always worse on Mondays. She wonders what he’s been doing in the weekend, whether he’s depressed, and what she can do to help. 

George is not the only one like this.

“I get high with a little help from my friends,” sang Ringo Starr of the Beatles. “Tune in, turn on and drop out,” Timothy Leary proclaimed, encouraging a generation in the 60s and 70s to experiment with illegal drugs like dope (cannabis) and acid (LSD) in a search for a new and ‘better’ reality. 

Fifty years later, a new generation of young Kiwis is increasingly familiar with a vast array of both legal and illegal highs, including alcohol. Professor Doug Sellman of the National Addiction Centre is appalled at the lack of effective strategies to address binge drinking, for example. “If this was any other drug,” he says, “the Prime Minister would be on national television saying ‘we have to do something about this drug’.”

New Zealand has the highest rate of teenage cannabis use in the world per capita, and the highest arrest rate for its use (source: http://www.norml.org.nz). The evidence of the devastating effects of the use of these drugs continues to mount, and stories detailing the tragic results for individual young people appear regularly in the news. Yet despite more and more education programmes and publicity from schools, police, the Ministry of Health, ALAC, and others, many teens don’t think there is a problem and think they should be allowed to use them if and how they want. 

The advice of parents and other adults is often dismissed, laws are ignored, and young people’s physical and mental health is regularly put at risk. News coverage of the death of young people from ‘huffing’, alcohol poisoning from drinking to excess, and psychotic behaviour triggered by P (methamphetamine) points out the dangers. 
Politicians, police, teachers, psychologists, and drug education experts search for answers but appear to make little impact. School counsellor, Mrs Lorraine Williams, is very familiar with these problems. “Every week I speak with students who are under pressure to use drugs because their friends do, or who have found themselves embarrassed by their behaviour under their influence, and are looking for help,” she says. “It seems that no matter how much information we give them, the problem simply doesn’t go away.”

So what is the appeal, why do George and so many young people take these risks, and what should be done about the issue?

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
NZQA Approved
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