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Internal Assessment Resource

Accounting Level 2
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91481 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making

	Resource title: Deciding for sustainability

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA
NZQA Approved Number A-A-02-2015-91481-02-5381

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource 

Accounting 91481: Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making
Resource reference: Accounting 2.5A v2
Resource title: Deciding for sustainability
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Accounting 91481. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the Standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to create a presentation in which they demonstrate their understanding of how a topical accounting issue – managing sustainability – impacts on decision-making for an entity. 

For any entity, aspects of sustainability can impact on its decision-making in multiple ways. These can be explored in relation to any or all of economic, environmental, social, and cultural bottom lines.

The students should be able to select an entity from several options (these could be arrived at via class discussion or be decided by individuals). In either case the teacher should approve the suitability of the entity. The entity may be an actual entity or ‘a case study of an entity’.

This resource could be adapted for other topical accounting issues. The Achievement Standard provides the following wide-ranging, non-exclusive list of possibilities. The added brackets suggest how the first issue could be explored.

· the use of cloud computing (for example, how it impacts on the decision-making of the entity if it is looking for secure storage of data or purchasing new software or hardware)

· student loans

· saving for retirement

· an ethical dilemma

· a capital investment project

· managing sustainability

· interest rate management

· managing foreign exchange.

Conditions 

It is suggested that students be given six weeks of in and out-of-class time to research and complete their presentations.

The presentation could be, for example, a group presentation, a documentary, a poster presentation, or a PowerPoint presentation – accompanied by hand-out material where appropriate. A written report should not be considered the default format. 

Group research is to be encouraged. If wished, the standard could be assessed entirely via group work. If this is done, the teacher must put in place a means of ensuring that all students are full contributors to the end product. This could be, for example, the requirement that each student keeps a log or diary in which they maintain a brief running record of actions, who did what, thinking, problems, decisions, progress, etc.

Resource requirements 
· Internet access for research.

· Computer access for creating presentations (and, possibly, maintaining digital diaries).

· Data projector for presentations.

Internal Assessment Resource 
Accounting 91481: Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making
Resource reference: Accounting 2.5A v2
Resource title: Deciding for sustainability
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making.
	Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making.
	Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
Accounting has traditionally been thought of as the art of recording, summarising, reporting, and analysing financial transactions, with particular emphasis on owner or shareholder wealth. However, in recent decades there has been increasing interest in non-financial measures such as sustainability in its various forms: economic, environmental, social, and cultural. This has come about as the public, consumers, and shareholders have pressured businesses to consider their responsibilities to society and the environment. 
In this activity you will select an entity and investigate how the issue of sustainability influences its decision-making. You will then put your findings into a presentation, which could be a group presentation, a documentary, a poster presentation, or a PowerPoint presentation. It may be accompanied by hand-out material.

You will work in a small group to research the issue and prepare your presentation.

Teacher note: If you do not want students to collaboratively prepare their presentations, adjust the instructions accordingly. If you do want them to work collaboratively and to keep a log or diary as evidence of their active contribution and involvement, add an instruction here.

You will have six weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete the task.
Teacher note: Adjust the time as necessary to ensure that it is adequate and appropriate for your students, and add dates.
You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your understanding of the issue. 

Teacher note: Adjust the instructions to make it clear that live or recorded presentation is/is not required, and in what format the presentation is to be submitted for assessment and/or moderation.

Task
Select an entity that takes sustainability considerations into account in its decision-making. This could be an entity that you already know. See the attached resource for several suggestions, but do not be limited by these. Once you have an entity in mind, confirm with your teacher that it is suitable for the purposes of this assessment task.

Research the issue by reading publicly available information and/or interviewing a senior person in the entity (owner, manager, or accountant) to find out how the issue affects their decision-making.

Decide what kind of presentation you will prepare, and then create it.
Introduction

· Briefly state what you are planning to cover in your presentation.

· Briefly describe your selected entity, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, who is in charge of decision-making, etc.

· Explain what sustainability – economic, environmental, social, and cultural – is. Incorporate relevant financial and non-financial information (explaining what sustainability means in accounting terms and how and why it is a topical issue).

Development

· Explain which aspect(s) of sustainability have significant influence on the decisions that are made by (and in) your selected entity, and how and why they have this influence.

· Justify how and why the issue affects your particular entity by showing how decisions made for sustainability reasons impact on the future and viability of the entity.

Conclusion

· Draw a conclusion that justifies the importance of sustainability to your entity’s decision-making. 
· Reference all your sources.

· Present the completed presentation in the agreed manner and format for assessment purposes.

Student resource: Scenarios

Teacher note: The following scenarios are examples only. Revise, replace, or supplement as recommended in the teacher guidelines section.

Scenario 1: Hapū or iwi

The people of a hapū or iwi are making decisions about the use of their physical resources. They want to use these resources to generate income but, as kaitiaki, to do so in such a way that they are retained, maintained, and enhanced for future generations.

Consider how a key decision (for example, a decision to use a land for horticulture and farming rather than a luxury housing development) is influenced by sustainability factors (economic, environmental, social, and/or cultural).

Scenario 2: Small electrician business

The owner of a small electrician business employing several people is committed to sustainability.

Consider how this commitment influences the owner’s decisions relating to vehicle fleet, new equipment, IT, staff hiring, staff training, scheduling of jobs, dealing with waste, etc.

Scenario 3: Supermarket

The owners of a supermarket are keen for their business to be seen as committed to sustainability.

Consider how this stated objective influences decisions relating to energy use (lighting, freezers), packaging (meat, plastic bags), disposal of waste (including unused products), vehicle fleet, hours of opening, staff conditions, staff training, IT, community involvements, etc.

Assessment schedule: Accounting 91481 Deciding for sustainability

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of a topical accounting issue (sustainability) for decision-making. 

They do this when they create a presentation in a mutually agreed format in which they describe how sustainability impacts on the decision-making of a selected entity.
In their presentation they:

· describe the selected entity, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, etc
· describe what sustainability is – economic, environmental, social, cultural – incorporating both financial and non-financial information

· describe with examples what aspects of sustainability influence the decision-making of the selected entity, and how they do this. 

For example:

Two main aspects of sustainability tend to influence all decisions and actions of Civil Surveying Ltd; Sachin and Darien (co-owners) tend to be affected by the economic and social aspects. When deciding whether to accept jobs, they look at whether one job is close in location to other jobs before giving the customers an appointment. The cost savings they make by job-bundling can be upwards of $300 per day.

Socially, the firm tries to pay their employees a fair wage (above the basic rate) and all company cars are fitted with Bluetooth speakers and microphones for hands-free calling and have 5 star safety ratings.

· draw a conclusion about the importance of sustainability considerations in the entity’s decision-making. This conclusion aligns with the information presented.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.
	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of a topical accounting issue (sustainability) for decision-making.

They do this when they create a presentation in a mutually agreed format in which they explain how sustainability impacts on the decision-making of a selected entity.
In their presentation they:

· describe the selected entity, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, etc
· explain what sustainability is – economic, environmental, social, cultural – incorporating both financial and non-financial information

· explain with examples how sustainability influences the decision-making of the selected entity. 

For example:

Two main aspects of sustainability tend to influence all decisions and actions of Civil Surveying Ltd; Sachin and Darien (co-owners) tend to be affected by the economic and social aspects. When deciding whether to accept jobs, they look at whether one job is close in location to other jobs before giving the customers an appointment. The cost savings they make by job-bundling can be upwards of $300 per day. This means that in some cases they say no to certain last minute jobs, as the geographic location does not fit the job plan.

Socially, the firm tries to pay their employees a fair wage (above the basic rate) and all company cars are fitted with Bluetooth speakers and microphones for hands-free calling and have 5 star safety ratings. This means that the costs are greater, but there is a greater level of loyalty from the staff, and less turnover, which enables customers to feel secure dealing with one surveyor over a long period of time. Customers can also touch base with employees when the employees are driving.

· draw a conclusion that explains the importance of sustainability considerations in the entity’s decision-making. This conclusion aligns with the information presented.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.
	The student demonstrates comprehensive understanding of a topical accounting issue (sustainability) for decision-making. 

They do this when they create a presentation in a mutually agreed format in which they justify how sustainability impacts on the decision-making of a selected entity.
In their presentation they:

· describe the selected entity, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, etc
· explain what sustainability is – economic, environmental, social, cultural – incorporating both financial and non-financial information

· justify why sustainability is important to the entity

· justify how and why sustainability influences the decision-making of the selected entity. 

For example:

Two main aspects of sustainability tend to influence all decisions and actions of Civil Surveying Ltd; Sachin and Darien (co-owners) tend to be affected by the economic and social aspects. When deciding whether to accept jobs, they look at whether one job is close in location to other jobs before giving the customers an appointment. The cost savings they make by job-bundling can be upwards of $300 per day. This means that in some cases they say no to certain last minute jobs, as the geographic location does not fit the job plan. Overall the future of the firm is better managed when decisions are applied in this manner, as there is less down time from the employees taken from driving. 

Socially, the firm tries to pay their employees a fair wage (above the basic rate) and all company cars are fitted with Bluetooth speakers and microphones for hands-free calling and have 5 star safety ratings. This means that the costs are greater, but there is a greater level of loyalty from the staff, and less turnover, which enables customers to feel secure dealing with one surveyor over a long period of time. Customers can also touch base with employees when the employees are driving, which provides a greater level of support for clients and it is vital in the modern business world for firms to continue to network with their clients, and Civil Surveying Ltd is able to better meet their customer’s needs and employees needs for the overall long term future-focused benefit.
Customers can also touch base with employees when they are driving, which provides a greater level of support for clients. It is vital in the modern business world for firms to continue to network with their clients. Civil Surveying Ltd is therefore better able to meet the needs of their customers and employees for their mutual overall long-term future-focused benefit.
· draw a conclusion that justifies the importance the entity places on sustainability when making decisions. The conclusion aligns with the information presented.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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