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Internal Assessment Resource

Art History Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91186 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of art works in relation to their physical environments 

	Resource title: Where in the World?

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91186-02-5403

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Art History 91186: Demonstrate understanding of art works in relation to their physical environments 

Resource reference: Art History 2.7B v2
Resource title: Where in the World? 

Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the Achievement Standard Art History 91186. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment resource requires students to take a virtual tour of four art works or icons that are significant to a nation, then after follow up research, they will create a website for tourists.

This assessment resource can be adapted for students to research art works that are significant to their community, for example, New Zealand cultural icons, art works on a marae, Pasifika landmarks/icons, Asian landmarks/icons, churches, mosques, or temples.

The website will describe and evaluate the relationships between each art work and its immediate environment, as well as the wider national environment. 

This could be presented in any medium that allows information to be communicated, for example, a poster or a brochure. Adapt this to meet the needs of your students.

Students will not be assessed on the design and development of the website, but on their ability to demonstrate their in-depth and critical understanding of the qualities of the national icons, their purposes, and the significance of their physical and contextual environments.

Prior to this activity, introduce students to examples of national art works or icons. 

You may wish to demonstrate examples of virtual tours. 

Conditions

This is an individual task. Students have four weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete it. 

Students should be advised of copyright restrictions on printing or reproducing internet images and the risk of plagiarism when accessing information from the internet.

For more information on the use of technology for assessment see a UK research paper into the use of websites for assessment that includes some interesting points about using websites for assessment. http://chesterrep.openrepository.com/cdr/bitstream/10034/15233/1/france&ribchester.pdf.

Resource requirements

There is a range of technical support available for building websites (see student information sheet). You may wish to use existing software on your school computers, or use free software available on the internet. See the TKI site, Software for Learning for more support (http://softwareforlearning.tki.org.nz/).

Students may require access to:

· AV/DVD equipment

· audio equipment

· a data projector

· the internet

· website development software.

Additional information

None.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of art works in relation to their physical environments.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of art works in relation to their physical environments.
	Demonstrate critical understanding of art works in relation to their physical environments.


Student instructions 

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you demonstrate understanding of the qualities of the national icons, their purposes, and the significance of their physical and contextual environments.

Environments are the physical place in which an art work exists, for example, public, private, or corporate spaces and buildings such as parks, streets, marae, churches and town halls.

The activity requires you to take a virtual tour of four art works or icons that are significant to a nation, for example, India’s Taj Mahal, Australia’s Opera House. 

Teacher note: This assessment resource can be adapted for students to research art works that are significant to their community, for example, New Zealand cultural icons, art works on a marae, Pasifika landmarks/icons, Asian landmarks/icons, churches, mosques, or temples.

Create a website for tourists that describes and evaluates the relationships between each art work and its immediate environment, as well as the wider national environment. 

You will not be assessed on the design and development of the website.

This is an individual task. You have four weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete it. 

Task

A virtual tour 

Select four art works or icons that are significant to a nation. For example: 

· The Diego Rivera murals in Mexico 

· The Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

· The Statue of Liberty in New York, USA

· The Colosseum in Rome, Italy 

· The Guernica painting in Madrid, Spain

· The London Eye, England

· The Donghai Bridge in Shanghai, China

· St Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow, Russia 

· The Eiffel Tower in Paris, France

· The destroyed Bamiyan Buddhas in Afghanistan

· Petra in Jordan.

Research each art work and its environment. Use internet map and satellite images to explore the environment — a virtual tour. Make notes about:

· the name of art work, the artist or architect (if known), the location

· the form, size, materials, artistic features

· the physical environment in which the art work stands and how it relates to its physical surroundings

· when it was it created and why

· what is significant about its location (or the original location)

· whether surroundings have changed since it was first installed

· any influences that contribute to the features of the art work

· the significance of the art work for the country.

Plan your website

You will create a website for tourists that explains and evaluates the relationship between each art work and its physical environment with reference to the purposes and/or influences in the art works. Include images, video, sound, and text to illustrate key ideas.

The following steps may help you with your planning:

· Identify the goals of your website.
· Identify your audience.
· Brainstorm ideas and content that is interesting to your audience and will support you to meet the goals of your website.

· Divide this content into pages. Write about 200 words for each art work.

· Make links between these pages.

· Create a navigation structure that links these pages together.

Build your website

Use web development software or a website such as GoogleSites to build your website. Your teacher will provide support with this if necessary.

Use a range of media to illustrate your key ideas, for example, photos, video, audio. 

Save each page of your website to disc or USB drive and hand in to your teacher. Hand in your notes and a bibliography with your website.

Resources

The following resources may be useful:

· Panoramas of the seven wonders of the world (http://www.panoramas.dk/fullscreen6/f40-rio-de-janeiro.html)

· The Taj Mahal virtual tour (http://www.taj-mahal.net/)

· Sightseeing with Google Satellite Maps (http://www.satellite-sightseer.com/)

· The Diego Rivera Mural Project (http://www.riveramural.com/home.asp?language=english).
Assessment schedule: Art History 91186 Where in the World?

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of each art work in relation to its physical environment by:

· describing the features of each of three art works/icons 

· describing the physical environments of each of the three art works

· identifying the links between each art work and its physical environments.

For example: 

The Taj Mahal

Tomb of Mumtaz Mahal built by her husband Shah Jahan ruler of India; built 1630-53; architect Ustad ‘Isa.

Positioned on edge of city of Agra, on banks of the Yamuna River. The actual tomb building sits within a complex of gardens and other buildings, directly in front of a viewer who looks towards it once they’ve entered through the gatehouse.

The tomb building is placed on a raised platform and consists of a central dome, topped by an onion-shaped dome that soars 35 metres high. It is surrounded by 4 smaller domed chambers that echo the shape of the main dome and minarets on each corner that rise 40 metres. This architecture uses an ‘interlocking arabesque’ concept which is followed through in the rest of the complex.

The tomb is completely surfaced in white marble, inlaid with calligraphy and flowers in precious and semi-precious stones e.g. agate and jasper. Archways use flowered patterns and inscribed quotes from the Koran.

Environment: the Taj Mahal sits within a walled complex at the end of a 300 square metre garden with reflecting pools that double its impact. Like the building with its 4 surrounding domes and minarets, the garden is divided into four parts, so there is symmetry throughout.

The Taj is on one bank of the river and can be seen from a wide area – on a misty morning it appears to float above the river, so it can be appreciated by many people as well as those who enter the precincts of the Taj.


	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of each art work in relation to its physical environment by:

· explaining the relationships between the artworks and their environments, referring to the environmental contexts and/or purposes and/or influences.

For example: 

The Taj is a beautiful, even ethereal, building that was intended to be a fitting tribute to a much-loved wife. The exquisite materials of marble and semi-precious stones were an essential element of this tribute. 

Its graceful arches and the symmetry of its design, echoed in the surrounding gardens and side buildings demonstrate its concept as a whole complex. Each element of the architecture can stand on its own or integrated into the whole.

The architecture and gardens are divided into parts of 4 or multiples of 4. Four is the holiest number in Islam – so the physical features are closely related to the religious environment of the Taj Mahal. 

The influences on this architecture are those of Islamic architecture from throughout the Islamic world, not just within India. Mosques in Iran, the Alhambra in Spain – all use similar arches, domes and intricate calligraphy and inlaid work. The Islamic religion did not permit the use of figural imagery, so this patterning was typical of Islamic art.
	The student demonstrates critical understanding of each art work in relation to its physical environment by:

· evaluating the relationships between the artworks and their environments.
For example: 

The Taj Mahal has religious and historic significance in India’s history. The use of Koranic inscriptions established the Islamic religion of the rulers, and also their power and prestige. It is interesting that some of the inlaid work uses shapes typical of Hindu decoration, an indication that craftsmen who worked on this were from many different areas and religions.

The Taj today, because of its sheer beauty and because of its original intention, has meaning beyond its origins as an Islamic tomb: it is regarded as a place of ‘pilgrimage’ for newly-married Indian couples of all religions.

Agra, the city in which the Taj is situated, is now industrial and polluted – there are fears that the white marble is turning yellow. Unesco has called it a ‘pollution intensive zone’. This has led to argument between environmentalists, those who wish to preserve India’s cultural heritage and those who see employment of India’s citizens as a priority. 


Acknowledgments: http://www1.american.edu/TED/taj.htm and www.islamicity.com/culture/Taj/default.htm
Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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