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The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


This activity involves research into the depiction of women in nineteenth century French painting. The research leads to the writing of an article 

to be published in a Journal of Art Studies. The activity has an imaginary futuristic context of a 24th century holosuite experience on the Starship Enterprise.

Conditions:

The activity is to be completed in three weeks.

Resource requirements 

Students will need access to information on 19th century French art. This may be texts, library books, internet, video etc.

Additional information:
The imaginary futuristic context is not a necessary requirement. The activity could be modified for a 19th century setting. 
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Student Instructions Sheet

Scenario for the Activity

Imagine you live in the 24th century on the Starship Enterprise. You have booked a holosuite* for your entertainment and have requested the programme for a French Salon Exhibition in 19th century Paris.

You enter the holosuite to find yourself among the crowd of visitors to the Salon. Among the visitors are some notable 19th century artists who are viewing the exhibited works and admiring their own e.g. David, Vigée-Lebrun, Ingres, Canova, Delacroix, Manet, Renoir, Morisot, Cassatt, Degas, Gauguin.

Coming from the egalitarian 24th century, you are surprised at the art works you see.  You regard them as illustrating a vision of society which values women for their appearance and submissive behaviour.

You introduce yourself to some of the artists and interview them about the ways they have depicted women in their works. 

*A holosuite is derived from science-fiction. It is an environment created by a hologram, which enables the participant to experience a different world. The characters in the holosuite can interact with the participant. 

Activity Outline

Amazed by what you have learned in your conversations, you decide to write an article based upon your interviews and viewing of the works in the Salon. Your article will be called “The Image of a Nineteenth Century Woman” and is to be published in The Journal of Art Studies for July 2310. 

Conditions:

This activity is to be completed using class and homework time over three weeks. 

Due Date: This assessment is to be handed in on ___________________

Task One – Plan Research

Plan your research into the way artists depicted women in the 19th Century in France. You will need to select three artists and an art work by each artist to illustrate ideas for the article you will write on “The Image of a Nineteenth Century Woman”.

Use the attached Research Plan Sheet to prepare your research.

· List possible sources of information (e.g. books on Gauguin’s Tahitian works)  

· Identify key issues related to the image of 19th century women.

· Write interview questions to ask THREE artists about their depiction of women.

· Select an art work by each of the three artists to illustrate ideas on “The Image of a Nineteenth Century Woman”.

Research Plan Sheet
(for Task One)
1. List possible sources of information
   (i)     _______________________________________ 

(iv)
____________________________________

   (ii)    _______________________________________

(v)      ____________________________________

   (iii)   _______________________________________

(vi)    _____________________________________

	Identify Key Issues 
(Related to the image of nineteenth century women)
e.g. the roles women played in society


	Interview Questions

(Provide at least two questions for each of the three artists)
e.g. “Monsieur Ingres: Why do you depict women in the nude?”
	Art Works

(Name one art work for each of the three artists)  e.g. Ingres, 

La Grande Odalisque, 1814

	
	Artist 1:


	Art Work (by Artist 1):

	Identify Key Issues 
	Interview Questions
	Art Works

	
	Artist 2:


	Art Work (by Artist 2):

	
	Artist 3:


	Art Work (by Artist 3):


Task Two – Gather and organise information

Taking into consideration the key issues and interview questions you listed for Task One, research, using a range of sources, to compile information for your article on “The Image of a Nineteenth Century Woman”.  As you gather the information, record it on the first three columns of this Information Sheet.

In the right hand column on the Information Sheet, number the ideas in the order you plan to use them when writing your article.  (These do not need to be rigidly adhered to in your finished article.)

Information Sheet

	Sources

 (including page references)
	Important Points 

(about the Image of a Nineteenth Century Woman)                 
	Imaginary responses to the interview questions
	Order of Points

	
	
	
	


Use more space if required.

Task Three – Write the Article

Using the information you have gathered from your research and your imaginary interviews, write an article entitled “The Image of a Nineteenth Century Woman” for the Journal of Art Studies, issue dated July 2310.  Your article should present a well organised comprehensive discussion of the way women were viewed and depicted by 19th century French artists. (c. 500 words)

Assessment schedule    ArtHist/2/5 – C5: The Image of a Nineteenth Century Woman

	Task


	Evidence
	Evidence towards Achievement
	Evidence towards Achievement with Merit
	Evidence towards Achievement with Excellence

	One

Two

Three


	Completed Research Plan Sheet. 

Completed Information Sheet

Written article.


	Research Plan includes: 

· possible sources of information e.g. books on Gauguin’s Tahitian works, internet sites on Gauguin in the Pacific

· key issues e.g. the roles women played in society, the role of female models

· at least one interview question for each of three selected artists e.g. “Monsieur Ingres: Why do you depict women in the nude?”;  “Monsieur Gauguin: What was it about the women of Tahiti that inspired you to paint them?”

· one appropriate work for each artist e.g. Ingres - La Grande Odalisque, 1814; Gauguin – Tahitian Girls with Flowers, 1899.

Information Sheet includes:

· a list of referenced sources

· relevant notes on important points gathered from research e.g. women are frequently portrayed as dancers, prostitutes and workers as well as wives and mothers.

· at least one imaginary interview response for each of three artists e.g. Gauguin: “I paint Tahitian women because I am fascinated by their striking beauty, their innocence and purity. They seem like magical echoes of ancient Greek beauty.” 

· ideas numbered to show the planned order for the article.

The article uses information from research to present an informed response on the depiction of women in the nineteenth century. 

e.g. the concept of the nineteenth century woman as an elegant, submissive figure. 

Women were often depicted as elegant and beautiful with fashionable garments and accessories such as by delicate wraps and jewellery – these often provide evidence of the   husband’s or father’s wealth and social status. Women are frequently observed in domestic interiors or pastoral landscapes and gardens.  e.g. Ingres’ Mademoiselle Rivière with fur boa and landscape setting.


	As for Achievement.

As for Achievement plus:

Sources and notes indicate a range of gathered information.

The article uses a range of information from research to present a well-informed response on the depiction of women in the nineteenth century. 

e.g. women were often presented in inert poses and uncommunicative although with eyes often looking knowingly at the viewer e.g. Ingres’ Grand Odalisque, 1814.

e.g. Gauguin’s quest for the primitive led to the presentation of women as leading simple lives  and symbolic of nature e.g. Tahitian Girl with Flowers, 1899 


	As for Achievement.

As for Achievement with Merit.

The article uses and evaluates a range of information from research to present a comprehensive response on the depiction of women in the nineteenth century.

e.g. the image of women as ideal with superior beauty and fine form reflects the wishes of a predominantly male audience. Gauguin was not averse to meeting the desires of his potential buyers who were mainly men. Conversely the Grande Odalisque was commissioned by Queen Caroline of Naples, although it was never delivered and instead was exhibited in the Salon in 1819. Nevertheless, the majority of Ingres’ nudes were sold to male buyers, such as The Turkish Bath, 1859-63, which was sold to Prince Napoleon-Joseph. The purchase greatly upset his wife who understandably was perturbed by so many voluptuous nudes. The Prince was forced to exchange it for an Ingres self-portrait.
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