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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context:

This activity assesses student research into Post-Modernist architecture in New Zealand. The research leads to the writing of an essay. 

Conditions:

The activity is to be completed over four weeks.

Resource requirements:

Information on Post-Modernist Architecture.

Additional information:
Post-Modernism has many different definitions. For the purposes of this activity, Post-Modernism is defined in relation to developments in architecture in New Zealand and overseas since 1970.
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Student Instructions Sheet
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Introduction

Post-Modernism in architecture originated in America with the work of Robert Venturi who, along with Denise Scott Brown and Steven Izenour, wrote an influential book in 1972 entitled Learning from Las Vegas.  These architects reintroduced colour and associative symbols into buildings as a reaction to the minimal functionalism of modernism.  Their impetus came from the “failure” of modernism particularly the disastrous effects on society of the large-scale housing projects constructed in Europe, Asia and America in the post-war period.  

The catch cry of the architects of high modernism such as Mies van der Rohe was “less is more” so the post-modernists decided that “less was a bore” and began “appropriating” or borrowing features from the architecture of the past.  Consequently, classical allusions such as columns, pediments and statues or neo-gothic forms were introduced into New Zealand architecture from the mid-1970s onwards. Applied features and colours in post-modern buildings are intended to help the buildings tell stories about the past rather than rejecting historical associations as the modernists had done.

The Activity

You are to research at least three examples of Post-Modern architecture in New Zealand and write an essay on the question “To what extent have New Zealand architects embraced Post-Modern practices and ideas?

Conditions

This activity is to be completed over four weeks.

Due Date: This assessment is to be handed in on ___________________

Task One – Planning the research
a. Plan your research by listing at least five steps you will take in preparation for writing an essay on the question “To what extent have New Zealand architects embraced Post-Modern practices and ideas?  Your essay will refer to at least three Post-Modern buildings. The first step has been provided for you below.
Step 1. Identify possible sources of information on Post-Modern Architecture. 

Complete the remaining steps.

Step 2. _____________________________________________________________

Step 3. _______________________________________________________________

Step 4. _____________________________________________________________

Step 5. _____________________________________________________________

Further steps (if required) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

	Step 1: Identify possible sources of information

e.g.

· recently published books on New Zealand architecture.




Task Two – Gathering information

Now that you have developed a research plan you need to put your plan into action and begin your research i.e. complete Step 1 (by filling in the box on page 4), then complete your Step 2 etc.

To provide evidence that you have gathered a range of relevant information for the essay topic, hand in all your preparatory materials i.e. list of possible sources of information, notes on New Zealand Post-Modernist architecture, and provide a bibliography. (Note: these are to be handed in with your essay on the due date).
Task Three – Planning the essay

Using the key points from your research notes organise an essay plan.

Your essay plan must:

Order key points

Refer to relevant architectural examples to support your discussion of the topic.

Task Four – Writing the essay 

Write an essay on the question “To what extent have New Zealand architects embraced Post-Modern practices and ideas?”

Your essay should be c. 600 words and include discussion of at least three examples of Post-Modernist architecture in New Zealand.

To gain Achievement you will need to complete the research plan, gather and organise information and give an informed response to the essay question.

To gain Achievement with Merit you will need to complete the research plan, gather and organise a range of information and communicate a well-informed response to the essay question.

To gain Achievement with Excellence you will need to complete the research plan; gather, evaluate and organise a range of information and present a comprehensive response to the essay question. 

You must hand in the following:

· Research Plan Sheet.
· List of Possible Sources of Information.
· Preparatory notes on the topic.
· Bibliography.
· Essay plan.
· Essay.
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	Task

No.
	Evidence towards Achievement
	Evidence towards Achievement with Merit
	Evidence towards Achievement with Excellence

	One

Two

Three

Four
	The Research Plan identifies four appropriate steps in preparation for writing the essay. Note: these steps may repeat elements of Tasks Two and Three i.e. aspects of gathering and organising information.

Examples of steps:

Step 2. Investigate definitions of 

             Post-Modernism.

Step 3. Select examples of New

            Zealand Post-Modern 

            Buildings.

Step 4. Research each building.

Step 5. Decide on an argument 

             for the essay question.

Preparatory Notes and bibliography provide evidence that relevant information has been gathered.

e.g. 

Peter Beaven, Jackson House, Arrowtown, 1988, design is reminiscent of a baronial castle with turrets, a grand hall and gateway. The house uses modern building technologies but “dresses up” the structure in medieval style rather than exposing it functionally as a modernist house would.  Exterior uses stone quarried from nearby.

The essay plan demonstrates organisation of the researched information. 

The essay uses information from research to present an informed response to the essay question. The response includes discussion of at least three examples of post-modern architecture in New Zealand. 


	As for Achievement.

Preparatory Notes and bibliography provide evidence that a range of relevant information has been gathered.

e.g. Information from Shaw, P. New Zealand Architecture, 1991; Architecture NZ magazine, Sept/Oct 1989; etc.

As for Achievement.

The essay uses information from research to present a well- informed response to the essay question. The response includes discussion of at least three examples of post-modern architecture in New Zealand. 


	As for Achievement.

As for Achievement with Merit.

As for Achievement. 

The essay evaluates a range of information from research to present a comprehensive response to the essay question. e.g. Peter Beaven, Jackson House, Arrowtown, 1988.

The history and geology of the area (gold mining) and Welsh and Scottish immigration to Otago (heritage of the owners Reid and Patricia Jackson) is alluded to in the use of schist and the stonemasonry techniques of construction.  The Jackson House borrows from the architectural forms of the past, which is a strategy of post-modernism which creates a sense of history in buildings.

e.g. Ian Athfield demonstrates adoption of Post-Modern ideas in his varied and innovative designs. His design for First Church of Christ Scientist, Wellington, 1983, does not follow theological conventions for church design. He was permitted to experiment and designed a building that contains such variants as smooth rounded shapes, encompassing a round stained-glass window, two columns – one of which is buckled – with pink pottery capitals, and inside there are mirrors that distort the space. P. Shaw in New Zealand Architecture, 1991, p.187 also comments on the mix of Colonial and Hispanic features. Such pluralism of style, reference to historical factors and the use of ornament are characteristic of Post-Modernism.
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