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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


This activity involves a field trip to examine sculptures in the environment of Victoria Square, Christchurch. Following the field trip students will complete written tasks to evaluate the relationships between the sculptures and their contexts, influences and functions. 

Conditions:

During the field trip students will complete activity sheets for each of four sculptures which they will then use as the basis for two written homework tasks.  The assessment is to be completed for homework over the two weeks following the field trip.

Additional information:

Refer to the Explanatory Notes in Achievement Standard AS90232 for definitions of environmental context, influences and functions.

For the sketches drawn on the activity sheets, students will not be assessed on their artistic ability.   
This activity may be modified to suit locations other than Christchurch. A comparable set of sculptures, or other art works (e.g. murals) would need to be used.
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Student Instructions Sheet

Introduction

For this assessment you will be visiting Victoria Square, Christchurch to examine the sculptures in the square.  You will be collecting information during the field trip and making sketches of the sculptures. Using the material gathered during the visit, you will then write up your findings in the form of paragraphs and an essay.

Conditions

After the field trip you will have two weeks of homework time to complete all tasks.

Due Date: This assessment is to be handed in on ___________________

Task One: Field Trip Activity Sheets 

During the field trip to Victoria Square you will complete the four attached activity sheets by describing and sketching four sculptures and describing their environmental contexts.

Task Two: Paragraphs

For each of the sculptures write a paragraph explaining 

· The influences evident in the sculptures (e.g. these influences could be cultural influences, artistic influences, influences related to an institution that commissioned the sculpture)

· How the sculptures reflect their functions (e.g. these functions could be decorative, cultural, commemorative etc).
Task Three: Essay

Write an essay evaluating the relationships between the environmental contexts of the sculptures, the influences evident in the sculptures and their functions.

Your essay will be approximately 500-600 words.

To gain Achievement you will complete the field trip activity sheets for each of the sculptures by describing and sketching the sculptures, identifying their functions, and describing their environmental contexts.

To gain Achievement with Merit you will write paragraphs on each of the sculptures to explain the influences evident in them and how the sculptures reflect their functions. 

To gain Achievement with Excellence you will write an essay which evaluates the relationships between the environmental contexts of the sculptures, the influences on them and their functions.
Task One: Field Trip Activity Sheet 

Note: You will need to complete an activity sheet for each of the four sculptures)

a) Sketch the sculpture in the space provided below. (You will not be assessed on artistic ability). 

b) Annotate the sketch to describe the subject matter i.e. content, objects, 

       symbols, motifs.

c)   Record the following details.
Artist:

Title:

Date:

Location:

      Commissioned by (where known): 

d)   Describe the sculpture as follows.
· Approximate size:

· Media/materials, methods of making:

· Colour/texture/form etc:

e)   Describe the environmental context for the sculpture: e.g. describe 

      placement, scale, shape.

f)    Describe influences evident in the sculpture: e.g. describe cultural 

      influences, artistic influences, influences related to the commission.
g)   Identify the function(s) or purpose(s) of the sculpture: e.g. identify

      decorative, cultural or commemorative functions.
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	Task

No.
	Evidence towards Achievement
	Evidence towards Achievement with Merit
	Evidence towards Achievement with Excellence

	One

(b), (c), (d), (e) & (g)

Two

Three


	Completed Field Trip Activity Sheets for at least three of the sculptures.

· Sketches of three sculptures are annotated to describe features of the subject matter 

e.g.  F.J. Williamson, Queen Victoria, 1905

Figure placed on pedestal, brocade dress, royal regalia – crown, sceptre etc.

· Features of three sculptures are described e.g. size, media, method of making, colour, texture, form
e.g. Queen Victoria - Cast in bronze, approx. 2 metres high.
· The environmental context for three sculptures is described 

e.g. Queen Victoria – positioned in the entrance to the square, large scale height 5.5m including the pedestal, width 2.44m so dominates its environment,

Queen Victoria is also the name of the square.

· A function of each of three of the sculptures is identified 

e.g. Queen Victoria- Commemorative - commissioned to celebrate Queen Victoria’s jubilee, the relief panels on the pedestal commemorate the 50th anniversary of the landing of the pioneers in Lyttleton in 1850, and other reliefs honour those who died serving in the Boer War 

Symbolic – royal power, British empire, patriotism


	As for Achievement.
Paragraphs written for at least three sculptures, explain the influences evident in the sculptures and explain how the sculptures reflect their functions. 

e.g.  F.J. Williamson, Queen Victoria, 1905.
Influences – British tradition of bronze commemorative sculptures of public figures; formal portrait, queen gazes over her Empire.
Functions - square designed as a civic space. The formal and imperial nature of Queen Victoria symbolises British power, and colonial attitudes to British sovereignty, civic square provides formal setting for formal portrait; Queen overseeing her subjects.

Evidence from this task may be used to supplement the evidence given in Task Three to meet the criteria for Achievement with Excellence. 


	As for Achievement.
Evidence from Task Three may be used to supplement the evidence given in Task Two. 

An essay evaluates the relationships between environmental contexts, the influences evident in the sculptures and their functions.

e.g. 

Victoria square is an important civic space, used for city gatherings. It is surrounded by important buildings – Law Courts, Town Hall, major hotels. The sculptures in the square make interesting links to buildings - Mark Whyte’s Draped Figure (Caryatid) and Richard McIllroy’s Steel Girder were both erected in 1988 in association with the opening of the adjacent Law Courts building. In the case of Rikki Henare Manuel’s poupou, erected in 1994, links are made to the bordering river and native plants i.e. reference to traditional Māori use of the area for eeling and flax gathering. 

Sculptures in Victoria Square reflect changing attitudes to Christchurch’s cultural heritage. Queen Victoria symbolises the colonial attitude to Britain while the modern sculptures by Whyte and McIllroy near the Law Courts indicate greater tolerance of a variety of ideas. These conceptual sculptures indicate the modern awareness of the plurality of justice, as opposed to the rigid ideas of the Victorian period as embodied in the formality of Queen Victoria. The commissioning of the poupou demonstrates a growing appreciation of the city’s Ngai Tahu cultural heritage.
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