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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:
This activity involves examining a range of media and processes used in three different styles of architecture from the early twentieth century.  Students will individually describe the building materials and technologies used in the examples. This will be followed by a classroom debate in which the students will compare the effects of materials and technologies on the style and content of the buildings to determine the impact of media and processes on style and content in New York architecture.

The focus in this activity is on the use and effects of building materials and methods in architecture in twentieth century New York. The development of cantilevering and iron skeletal construction, which no longer required traditional load-bearing walls, allowed architects to experiment with the external appearance of buildings.  The topic for the debate will be “Less is more:  functionalism takes precedence over ornamentation”.
Conditions:

This activity will be completed over a two week period, including four hours of class time - two hours at the beginning to work on the examination of the media and processes in three buildings and two hours at the end for the debate.

The buildings may be selected by the teacher or student.

The teacher may make a record of ideas presented in the debate (Task Four) to provide additional evidence for Achievement with Excellence.

Resource requirements:

Images of three selected buildings and A3 sized paper.

Resource materials for a range of buildings expressing the characteristics of the different styles include:

· World Wide Web sites for architecture, e.g. www.architecturenz.co.nz
· Specific sites for individual buildings. All significant American buildings have their own web sites, easily located through Google or Yahoo! 

· Walking tour maps of cities with architecturally significant buildings. 

· J. Clancy, Architecture, Dorling Kindersley Ltd, London, 2000

· J. Clancy, Twentieth Century Architecture, Carlton Books, 1988

· William Curtis, Modern Architecture since 1900, Phaidon Press, London, 1992 - a comprehensive teacher resource, although its’ reading level may be beyond some students.

· P. Gossel and G. Leuthauser, Architecture in the Twentieth Century, Taschen, 1991

· Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Architecture: Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, Pelican History of Art, New York, 1982

· R.F. Jordan, A Concise History of Western Architecture, Thames and Hudson, Norwich, 1979

Additional information:

Students are to be assessed on the quality of their research and their understanding of how the use of certain building processes and materials cause differences in style and content of buildings.  Students will not be assessed on their delivery in the debate.

The activity can be modified to suit other areas of study e.g. architecture of the nineteenth century, Gothic versus Classical; Roman architecture, trabeated versus arcuated; architecture after World War II, Modern versus Postmodern.
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Introduction: 

“The first skyscrapers, most of them in Chicago, were relatively simple in form, deriving directly from their frame construction, but when the fashion moved to New York, architects expressed their confidence in and excitement over, this novel type of city building by modelling them sculpturally and embellishing their exteriors with period or fanciful ornament…. [Only later in the century] did a new generation of skyscrapers emerge which…showed some realisation that such buildings could achieve grace and dignity if they relied on the drama of their upward lines…”

     J.J. Norwich, Great Architecture of the World, Artists House, London, 1991 p.256 

This activity requires you to describe how buildings are constructed and ornamented with particular materials, and how this affects the way the buildings look and the way they are understood.

Using your information on building materials and construction you will then prepare a case for the affirmative or the negative to debate the following: 

“Less is more: Functionalism takes precedence over ornamentation.”

Conditions:

You will work on this assessment over a two week period. You will have four hours of class time - two hours at the beginning to work on the examination of the building materials and processes and two hours at the end for the debate.

Due Date:  This assessment is to be handed in on ___________________________

Task One: Describing Materials and Construction Processes

Paste images of the following three buildings on to paper.

Chicago School

Flatiron Building, New York, Daniel Burnham, 1901-3

Art Deco Style

Chrysler Building, New York, William Van Alen, 1928-30 

International Style
Seagram Building, New York, Mies van der Rohe, 1957

In speech bubbles annotate the images to describe the range of materials and the construction processes used in each building.


Example:


[image: image2.wmf]
Task Two: Comparing Buildings

Compare the three buildings. Comment on the effects achieved through the different materials and processes and explain how important materials and processes are in creating different effects.

Task Three:  Organising your Debate 

Using your descriptions of the buildings and your explanation of the importance of materials and processes for creating different effects (i.e. responses to Tasks One and Two), evaluate the impact of materials and building processes upon the style and functions of the three New York buildings.

Make a list of points to argue your case for the affirmative or the negative in the classroom debate. (Note: the debate topic is given in Task Four below)

Task Four: Participating in the Debate

Present your argument in the classroom debate about whether Chicago, Art Deco or  International Style buildings create greater impact with their use of new materials and processes. 

“Less is more: Functionalism takes precedence over ornamentation.”

You must hand in:

· your annotated images with descriptions of materials and construction technologies  (Task One)

· the comparison of the buildings (Task Two)  

· your list of points for the affirmative or negative in the classroom debate (Task Three).

Assessment schedule: ArtHist/3/3 – G2: The International Style Gains Dominance

	Task 
	Evidence towards achievement
	Evidence towards achievement with merit
	Evidence towards achievement with excellence

	One


	For the three buildings, construction processes and a range of materials are described. 

e.g Flatiron Building, Burnham, 1901-3

Materials: iron, glass, glazed terracotta, limestone.

Processes: building supported by iron skeleton – iron encased in terracotta columns.

e.g. Chrysler Building, Van Alen, 1928-30

Materials:  iron, brick, glass, stainless steel, grey brick, neon lighting, Electrical services: elevator, air conditioning, neon lights etc;

Clad in dark grey brick with vertical strips of windows.

e.g. Seagram Building, Van der Rohe, 1957 

Materials: steel, bronze – tinted glass, marble, 

Processes: Steel skeleton with façade of glass - framework visible in steel grid - like frame, 

Glass-curtain wall.
	As for achievement.


	As for achievement.

	Two


	The effects achieved through use of materials and methods of construction are compared.

e.g. 

The three buildings have similar iron skeletons as their main structural supports, and use glass extensively. However, the applied decoration in the Flatiron Building and the Chrysler Building reduce emphasis on the glass and give the effect of greater solidity.


	The importance of materials and processes producing different effects in architecture is explained.

e.g. Although the materials and processes used in the  construction of these three buildings are similar, the different materials and processes used on the exterior surfaces have produced very different effects.

The streamlined surfaces of the Chrysler Building, with its stainless steel spire and neon lighting, produced an exciting futuristic and theatrical silhouette while the flat iron roof of the Flatiron Building does not produce any modern metallic effects and, instead, contributes to the classical restraint of the building.
	

	Three and Four
	
	
	The list of points organised for the debate demonstrates an evaluation of the impact of materials and building processes upon architectural style and function.

Further evidence can be drawn from the development of those points in the debate.

e.g. In 1903 when the Flatiron Building was completed, its height combined with its triangular shape and flat roof had a strong visual impact. Its ornamentation, through surface cladding, lavish use of classical detail and bright white colour, enhanced this impact. These classical references had a reassuring effect, suggesting timeless permanence and stability, the qualities which were desirable in the commercial activities of an office block.

In contrast, ‘the less is more’ philosophy is evident in the greater restraint and functionalism of the Seagram Building. It reflects the post-war emphasis on hard work and projects an image of businesslike efficiency and economy.

The contrasting night time impact of each building was a direct result of the increasing development of electrical services in skyscrapers.
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