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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/Setting: 
This activity takes the form of an essay which outlines the main principles of Neo-Platonism and demonstrates its application in two art works from a selected period of the Renaissance (e.g. Fifteenth Century Italian Painting, Venetian Painting, High Renaissance). Students will explain the relationships between Neo-Platonism and the selected art works and evaluate the significance of Neo-Platonism for the selected period.
Conditions:
This activity will be completed over a three week period, including homework time and four hours of class time. Two hours of class time will be available at the beginning to plan and discuss research with the teacher and two hours in the last week to complete the essay. 
Resource Requirements:
A range of resources which directly reference Neo-Platonism and Renaissance Art,
e.g. 

C. de Tolnay, Michelangelo, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1975

F. Hartt, History of Italian Renaissance Art, Abrams, 1994
D.L. Jensen, Renaissance Europe, Heath & Co., Canada, 1981

M. Levey, Florence, Pimlico, London, 1997

R. Olson, Italian Renaissance Sculpture, Thames and Hudson, London, 1992

R. Toman, The Art of the Italian Renaissance, Konemann, 1995
E. Welsh, Art in Renaissance Italy, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2000

H. Wolfflin, Classic Art, Phaidon, London, 1994

Additional Information: The selected period of the Renaissance (e.g. Fifteenth Century Italian Painting, Venetian Painting, High Renaissance) may be selected by the teacher or the student. 
This activity can be used in relation to the externally assessed Renaissance areas of study or to a Renaissance topic defined by the teacher or student.
The activity can be modified to examine other theories e.g. feminism, Marxism, Albertian theory.
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Student Instructions Sheet

Introduction:

This activity requires you to write an essay which examines the role of Neo-Platonism in a selected period of the Renaissance. Your essay will have three parts: an introduction which outlines the main principles of Neo-Platonism, a second section which demonstrates and explains its application in two Renaissance art works, and a conclusion in which you will evaluate the significance of Neo-Platonism in the selected Renaissance period. 
Conditions: 

This activity will be completed over a three week period, including homework time and four hours of class time. Two hours of class time will be available at the beginning to plan and discuss research with the teacher and two hours in the last week to complete the essay. 

Due Date:  This assessment is to be handed in on ___________________

Task One:  Introduction to the Essay

Outline the main principles of Neo-Platonism. (c. 400 words)

Task Two:  Discussion of Examples
· Select two art works from your selected period of the Renaissance. (e.g. Fifteenth Century Italian Painting, High Renaissance)
· Demonstrate the evidence of Neo-Platonism in your selected works by explaining the relationship between Neo-Platonism and the two art works.  (c. 250 words altogether)
Task Three:  Evaluative Conclusion
Write a conclusion to your essay in which you evaluate the significance of Neo-Platonism for the art of your selected Renaissance period.

(c. 200 words)
Checklist for handing in:

The completed essay, accompanied by all the resource notes you have used, and a bibliography.
Assessment schedule:  ArtHist/3/4_B2: Neo-Platonism
	Task No
	Evidence towards Achievement
	Evidence towards achievement with Merit
	Evidence towards achievement with Excellence

	One
	An essay has been written in which the main principles of Neo-Platonism have been outlined.

e.g.

· A reconciliation of Aristotelian and Platonic ideas with Christian beliefs.

· Platonic ideas such as the concept of three stages of human thought – intellect, soul and reason – were seen as prefiguring Christianity.
	As for Achievement
	As for Achievement

	Two
	Evidence of Neo-Platonism in two appropriate art works from the selected period is demonstrated.

e.g.

Neo-Platonism was an important influence on  works produced in High Renaissance Rome, such as 

Michelangelo’s Pieta, 1498, which shows Jesus as an idealised naturalistic figure which has been influenced by Greek and Roman statues of nude heroic figures. The classicising of the figure of Jesus is intended to embody such Platonist principles as intellectual and spiritual truths. 
	The relationship between Neo-Platonism and each selected art work is explained.

e.g.

Raphael’s School of Athens, 1509–10, gathers together philosophers and intellectuals from western history to create an allegory of philosophy and intellect. When this work is related to the Christian iconography in The Disputa on the opposite wall the Neo-Platonist relationships between classical philosophy and Christianity become apparent with the central figures of Aristotle and Plato in The School of Athens indicating the classical concept of the physical order of the universe and the figures of the Trinity in the centre of The Disputa indicating the spiritual order of the Roman Catholic universe. 
	As for Achievement with Merit.

	Three
	Evidence from this task may be used to supplement the evidence from Task Two when making a holistic judgement for Achievement. 


	Evidence from this task may be used to supplement the evidence from Task Two when making a holistic judgement for Achievement with Merit. 


	The significance of Neo-Platonism for the art of the selected Renaissance period is evaluated.

e.g.

Neo-Platonism was a significant influence on the development of High Renaissance art which was characterised by a classical, idealised naturalism. Classical pictorial conventions were used for both Christian and classical subjects to reflect the renewed appreciation of ancient philosophers such as Plato and an acknowledgement of the influence of Platonism on the development of Christian principles. 
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