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Internal Assessment Resource

Dance Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91205 version 2
Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention

	Resource title: The Power of Nature

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91205-02-5441

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Dance 91205: Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention
Resource reference: Dance 2.1B v2
Resource title: The Power of Nature
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

You need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Dance 91205. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to choreograph and perform a group dance to communicate an intention developed from an idea, feeling, mood or image from nature. The student is not assessed on the quality of their dancing, but on the ability to communicate an intention.
Conditions
This assessment task will take place over approximately six weeks. 
Dancers need to perform the choreographed dance to enable you to assess how effectively and imaginatively the student has choreographed the dance to meet the intention. . The student choreographer may choose to perform in the dance but his/her performance is not assessed.
Resource requirements 
You might use stimuli from nature such as still images, video footage, visits to sites of interest, newspaper articles on forces of nature.
YouTube clips with images such as these may help:

· Nature and landscape images: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXdUNp_9oHs 

· Four seasons images: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtrrtwGvpbY&feature=related.
Additional information
You might develop the choreographic work from this task into a theatre dance work for assessment against Dance 2.4 91208 Perform a theatre dance to communicate understanding of the dance, (see Assessment Resource Dance 2.4B).
Wherever such integration between different parts of the programme occurs, teachers must ensure that the work presented for each assessment is developed sufficiently in order to meet the criteria for each standard.  In all such cases, teachers should refer closely to each relevant standard, including the Explanatory Notes and the Conditions of Assessment http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards.

Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Dance 91205: Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention
Resource reference: Dance 2.1B v2
Resource title: The Power of Nature 
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention.
	Choreograph an effective group dance to communicate an intention.
	Choreograph an imaginative group dance to communicate an intention.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to individually choreograph a group dance for 3 or more dancers to communicate an intention based on an idea, feeling, mood or image of an aspect of nature.
Teacher note: The stimulus could be visual, auditory, kinaesthetic, tactile, or ideational. Examples include a poem, a newspaper story, a piece of music, or observations of something (e.g. an event such as a storm).
You may like to be specific about what students are to select from nature (e.g. a specific season, force of nature, landscape image or object of interest from nature).
The completed dance will be 1–2 minutes long.  As the choreographer you may or may not choose to perform in your dance.
This task will take 6 weeks to complete and the final product will be performed in class for assessment.  Your teacher will tell you where and when the dance will be performed.
Teacher Note: Alter the suggested time allowance and assessment date to suit your conditions.

You will be assessed on how well your choreography communicates your intention concerning the aspect of nature chosen.
You will not be assessed on the quality of the performance. However, the performance will need to accurately present your choreography.

Task 
Choreograph a group dance for 3 or more dancers that communicates an intention based on an idea, feeling, mood, or image drawn from nature.  
Explore nature
Spend some time in class looking at a range of stimuli from nature. 
See Student Resource A for further guidance.
Decide on your aspect
Individually choose one aspect of nature that appeal to you. 
See Student Resource A for further guidance. 
Develop your choreographic intention
Brainstorm and explore possible ideas for conveying an idea, mood, feeling or image from your chosen aspect of nature. 
Using these ideas and your chosen aspect develop your intention for the dance work.
Write a statement that describes your choreographic intention and hand this in to your teacher when you present your dance for assessment.
OR Write a statement that describes your choreographic intention. Review and change your statement of intention as you develop and explore movement ideas, and hand in your statement to your teacher when you present your dance for assessment.

See Student Resource A for further guidance. 
Develop and explore movement ideas

Use improvisation to explore possible movement that might present your intention.
Use ideas and aspects of the nature stimuli to assist you with this.  

Develop a motif that encapsulates your understanding of the main idea of the aspect of nature you are conveying.

Develop phrases by manipulating the dance elements and choreographic devices.
See Student Resource A for further guidance.
Teach the dance
Choose your dancers.

Negotiate and confirm a rehearsal schedule for the teaching and learning of the dance.  
Clearly convey your ideas for the dance to the dancers so they are able to use the appropriate technique, focus and expression related to this and convey your intended idea, mood, image or feeling.
Make sure your dancers have rehearsed your chorographed dance prior to your assessment.

You may choose to perform in the dance yourself.
Present your choreographed dance for assessment
Present your choreographed dance for assessment.

Provide your teacher with:

· a copy of the stimulus that you based your choreography on

· a written statement that describes your intention (the mood or idea you intended to convey).
Student Resource A: Further guidance

Exploring nature

Stimuli might include: 

· still images such as a leaf, a tree, close-up of a flower bud, unfurling koru or ripples of water

· landscape images such as mountains, beaches or other terrains
· Video footage from nature, including images and sounds of specific aspects of nature

· visits to sites of interest either at your school or in your town/city such as a kauri forest, beach, swamp land or lake

· newspaper articles on forces of nature such as earthquakes, cyclones, tsunamis or volcanic eruptions.
Deciding on your aspect

Examples of aspects you might focus on include:

· an object from nature such as the moss from a twig collected on a visit to a forest

· the destructiveness of an earthquake captured in the mood of newspaper articles/images
· the essence of the season of winter in still images and/or observations

· the movement of a falling leaf/leaves in autumn, as observed on a visit to the park

· the movement of the wind. 

These are suggestions only. Do not limit yourself to these ideas.
Developing your choreographic intention
In developing your intention you might consider:

· what appeals to you about this idea, feeling, mood or image from nature 
· why you think it would be a good starter for a group dance work  
· what potential ideas you see for your choreography of it.
You might also:

· describe your aspect of nature.  What is it? When do we see it? How is it an integral part of nature?

· use describing words, action words, metaphors and similes to help you capture the essence of this aspect of nature, e.g. how it moves, how it feels, what sounds it makes, what it looks like, how you feel when you see it
· using these words brainstorm ideas around each of the key words and how these could possibly be conveyed through dance (consider the elements of dance to assist you with this)
· refine your ideas to describe your planned intention for the dance work.
Develop and explore movement ideas
To help you develop movement ideas for your dance, you might:
· use improvisation to develop a motif (a single movement or short combination of movements) that is a core statement of your dance and is based on an important idea from your chosen aspect (for example: use of an air pathway to capture the image of the sun rising)
· develop the motif by manipulating the elements of dance in original and imaginative ways (e.g. explore the use of floor pathways, pathways using various body parts, different levels or tempo, and creating body shapes through the pathways to capture the image of the sun rising)
· consider imaginative ways of presenting group dance (e.g. formations, unison, non-unison, contrasting and complementary movements, building the dance to a climax, weight supports, group shapes, a variety of facings at the same time, dancers interacting with each other in different relationships)
· use transitions that smoothly connect to movements before and after
· combine choices to create a sense of unity and that clearly convey the idea, feeling, mood or image. Movements and phrases may build to a climax to emphasise the intention
· create smooth transitions that smoothly connect to movements before and after and that produce a sense of flow throughout the dance
· consider the addition of an overall choreographic structure: the way in which movement is organised and shaped to create a dance (for example, ABA, narrative, theme and variations)
· create new motifs and phrases and continue to consider how the elements of dance, choreographic structures and devices can be manipulated and/or used effectively and imaginatively to communicate your intention.
Assessment schedule: Dance 91205 The Power of Nature
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has:

· researched stimuli from nature and chosen one aspect of nature to base a choreographed dance on
·  defined  a clear intention (a mood or idea they wish to communicate in their choreographed dance) in a written statement
· developed movement material relating to their chosen idea or mood conveyed in their chosen aspect of nature, using processes such as improvisation, applying choreographic devices using the elements of dance
· chosen specific movements from the material, and developed and ordered these movements for a group of 3 or more dancers
· spatial relationships among the dancers such as formations, facings and groupings that relate to the choreographic intention.
The group dance may require dancers to perform unison, perform complementary or contrasting movement and/or to interact with each other in different relationships.
The choreographed dance is a 1–2 minute series of structured movements that together produce a sense of unity and communicate the stated intention.
For example:
The student has choreographed their dance around the image of the sun rising. 
They have used processes such as improvisation, applying choreographic devices and manipulating the elements of dance to develop movement material related to the image such as air and floor pathways and use of levels.  
The student selects specific movements from the material developed and orders these movements for a group of dancers considering spatial relationships among dancers such as formations, facings, and groupings.
The choreography produces a sense of unity and conveys the stated intention, i.e. the mood or feeling conveyed by the aspect of nature.

	The student has:

· researched stimuli from nature and chosen one aspect of nature to base a choreographed dance on
· defined  a clear intention (a mood or idea they wish to communicate in their choreographed dance) in a written statement
· developed effective movement material relating to their chosen idea or mood conveyed in their chosen aspect of nature, using processes such as improvisation, applying choreographic devices and manipulating the elements of dance
· chosen specific movements from the material, and developed and ordered these movements for a group of 3 or more dancers
· made choices about the use of spatial relationships among the dancers such as formations, facings and groupings. that relate to the choreographic intention.
The choreography includes variations in the use of dance elements, such as connecting and contrasting the relationships for the group of dancers. 
The group dance may require dancers to perform unison, complementary or contrasting movement and/or to interact with each other in different relationships.
The choreographed dance is a 1–2 minute series of structured movements that demonstrate choices that are clearly related to the intended idea or mood, and which together produce a sense of unity, uses smooth transitions that connect movements before and after and communicates the stated intention effectively.
For example:
The student has choreographed their dance around the image of the sun rising. 
They have used processes such as improvisation, applying choreographic devices and manipulating the elements of dance to develop movement material related to the image such as air and floor pathways to reflect the shapes seen in the rising of the sun and used levels to show the development of this. 
 The student selects specific movements and creates variations using the dance elements, such as connecting and contrasting relationships for a group of dancers. Smooth transitions connect movements and phrases.

The student orders the movement material effectively using repetition and variation.
The choreography produces a sense of unity and conveys the stated intention, i.e. the mood or feeling conveyed by the aspect of nature, effectively.
	The student has:

· researched stimuli from nature and chosen one aspect of nature to base a choreographed dance on
· defined a clear intention (a mood or idea they wish to communicate in their choreographed dance) in a written statement
· developed and selected unusual movement material relating to their chosen idea or mood conveyed in their chosen aspect of nature, using processes such as improvisation, applying choreographic devices and manipulating the elements of dance
· chosen specific unusual movements from the material, and developed and ordered these movements for a group of 3 or more dancers, using unexpected combinations of movements
· made choices about the use of spatial relationships among the dancers such as formations, facings and groupings. that relate to the choreographic intention
· used repetition and variation in their choreography and has ordered the movement material.
The choreography has included variations in the use of dance elements, such as connecting and contrasting the relationships for the group of dancers. It has also used motif and development.
The group dance may require dancers to perform unison, complementary or contrasting movement and/or to interact with each other in different relationships.
The choreography uses a variety of timing such as unison, canon and sequential movements.
The choreographed dance is a 1–2 minute series of structured movements that demonstrate choices that are clearly related to the intended idea or mood and which combine together to create an overall structure, produce a sense of unity, uses smooth transitions that connect movements before and after and communicates the stated intention effectively and imaginatively.
For example:
The student has choreographed their dance around the image of the sun rising. 
They have used processes such as improvisation and exploration, applying choreographic devices and manipulating the dance elements to create unusual movement material and unexpected combinations of movements. Smooth transitions connect movements and phrases.

The student effectively uses motif and development to imaginatively integrate these aspects into the dance to reflect the overall image of the sun rising and the steps seen in the rising process.  
The student imaginatively considers use of timing such as unison, canon and sequential movements with the group of dancers and orders movement material imaginatively using a choreographic structure which builds to a climax and enhances and unifies the communication of the intention.
The choreography produces a sense of unity and conveys the stated intention, i.e. the mood or feeling conveyed by the aspect of nature, effectively and imaginatively.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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