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Internal Assessment Resource

Dance Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91208 version 2
Perform a theatre dance to communicate understanding of the dance

	Resource title: Nature’s Best

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91208-02-5447

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Dance 91208: Perform a theatre dance to communicate understanding of the dance
Resource reference: Dance 2.4B v2
Resource title: Nature’s Best
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

You need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Dance 91208. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to perform in a Group Theatre dance using choreographic excerpts from the class’s Group Dance works for the Dance 2.1B activity ‘The Power of Nature’ used to assess Dance 2.1 Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention. 
The dance will be developed in collaboration between you and the class.
Students are not assessed on their contribution to the development of the dance.

Conditions
This preparation work and assessment task will take place over approximately six weeks. 
Resource requirements 
Group dance works from assessment work for the assessment activity, Dance 2.1B ‘The Power of Nature.’

Additional information
This resource is intended for use in conjunction with the Dance 2.1B resource ‘The Power of Nature.’ 
You may choose to adapt the activity to suit a different assessment task for either Dance 2.1 Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention or Dance 2.2 Choreograph a solo dance to communicate an intention.
Wherever such integration between different parts of the programme occurs, teachers must ensure that the work presented for each assessment is developed sufficiently in order to meet the criteria for each standard.  In all such cases, teachers should refer closely to each relevant standard, including the Explanatory Notes and the Conditions of Assessment http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards.
Suggestions for structuring the dance work

Select material from the Dance 2.1 group dance choreographies to include in the theatre dance work.  

· Aim to take material from each member of the class if possible
· Structure the dance work to include larger group, smaller group, duet, and even solo sections (possibly from Dance 2.2 solo dance choreography work)
· Incorporate entrances and exits where appropriate

· Shape the dance work to add formations, transitions 

· Choreograph and/or workshop extra movement material where required.
You may need to ask students to teach sections of their choreography to larger groups of dancers for the purpose of this dance work.
From the structuring and development of the dance work, convey the choreographic intention for the dance work to the students and explain the expected technique, focus and expression to be communicated. Examples from 2.1B could include:

· The four seasons

· Images from nature

· The forces of nature and their impact

· Natural cycles (e.g. day and night).
Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Dance 91208: Perform a theatre dance to communicate understanding of the dance 

Resource reference: Dance 2.4B v2
Resource title: Nature’s Best
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Perform a theatre dance to communicate understanding of the dance.
	Perform a theatre dance to communicate an in-depth understanding of the dance.
	Perform a theatre dance to communicate a comprehensive understanding of the dance.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to learn and perform a theatre dance work.
A theatre dance is a dance performed for public entertainment or artistic expression with the support of production technologies. Theatre dance work can be performed in any genre of dance such as hip hop, tap, jazz, contemporary, ballet, or a fusion of different styles.
This task will take six weeks to complete and the final product will be performed before an invited audience as part of the annual dance showcase.
Teacher note: Modify this performance date and venue for assessment to suit your context.
Your teacher will structure the dance to include elements of choreography from each student’s Dance 2.1 work (wherever possible).
You will perform in the dance as part of a group for at least 2 and up to 4 minutes. 

The dance will be staged in under stage lighting with appropriate costumes.
You will be assessed on how clearly your individual performance communicates your understanding of the theatre dance performed for assessment.
Task 
Learn, rehearse and perform a group dance that incorporates:

· content developed from the group dance choreographies you and other members of your class may have created for assessment of Dance 2.1 using the 2.1B Activity ‘The Power of Nature’. 
· material that your teacher has choreographed 
· transitions, formations, entrances/exits and extra sections of movement that will effectively piece the dance work together.  
Your teacher may ask you to contribute to the choreographic process by: 
· teaching aspects of your group dance work for assessment of Dance 2.1 to other people within the class 
· workshopping further ideas inspired by nature.
Learn and rehearse the dance until you are ready to perform it for assessment.

You will be assessed on how clearly your individual performance communicates your understanding of the theatre dance. This includes your ability to recall and reproduce the required movements as accurately and confidently as possible, by showing the details of the style, the emotions that are appropriate to the dance, and showing the choreographer’s intention (or your personal interpretation of the choreography).
Assessment schedule: Dance 91208 Nature’s Best
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student:

· performs a group Theatre dance of at least 2 and up to 4 minutes duration based on student choreography work representing aspects of the four seasons, completed for assessment of Dance 2.1 Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention using the Dance 2.1B Activity, ’The Power of Nature’
· recalls and reproduces the group Theatre dance in accordance with the demonstration or description of the choreography
· uses appropriate focus for the dance, and conveys aspects of the intention of the dance.
The dance:

· is performed before an invited audience on an auditorium stage under stage lighting and in appropriate costume The dance may focus on one or more specific Theatre Dance styles (e.g. kapa haka, Bollywood, tap, jazz, contemporary dance, musical theatre or tap) and communicates an idea.

For example:

The student performs a contemporary styled theatre dance based on the four seasons as required.  
Movement does not have the clarity required due to the lack of definition and extension in (e.g. body shapes, extension of leg and arm movements, and contrasts in timing and tempo between each section) are at times inconsistent.  
The student shows awareness of other performers most of the time in ensuring uniformity in formations, correctly timing entrances and exits, and positioning on stage. 
Focus is generally directed up and out however this is inconsistent and eyes appear to wander occasionally for example looking at other dancers
Generally there is a lack of confidence and the conveying of the idea behind the dance (choreographic intention) is not always evident.
	The student:

· performs a group Theatre dance of at least 2 and up to 4 minutes duration based on student choreography work representing aspects of the four seasons, completed for assessment of Dance 2.1 Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention using the Dance 2.1B Activity, ’The Power of Nature’
· recalls and reproduces the group Theatre dance in accordance with the demonstration or description of the choreography
· demonstrates appropriate and consistent focus for the dance, clarity of movement and appropriate posture for the dance genre/style, clear body shapes and generally accurate timing
· conveys the intention of the dance.
The dance:

· is performed before an invited audience on an auditorium stage under stage lighting and in appropriate costume
· may focus on one or more specific Theatre Dance styles (e.g. kapa haka, Bollywood, tap, jazz, contemporary dance, musical theatre or tap) and communicates an idea.

For example:

The student performs a contemporary styled theatre dance based on the four seasons as required.

They perform the dance in a way that demonstrates appropriate understanding of the clarity of movement required (e.g. body shapes, extension of leg and arm movements, and contrasts in timing and tempo).

Movements and posture are generally clear and accurate throughout the dance work and relate to the intention.  
The student demonstrates an awareness of other performers by generally ensuring uniformity in formations, entrances and exits, and positioning on stage. 
Focus is consistent with eyes directed up and out to the audience.  
The student conveys the intended idea, mood or feeling of the dance.
	The student:

· performs a group Theatre dance of at least 2 and up to 4 minutes duration based on student choreography work representing aspects of the four seasons, completed for assessment of Dance 2.1 Choreograph a group dance to communicate an intention using the Dance 2.1B Activity, ’The Power of Nature’
· recalls and reproduces the group Theatre dance in accordance with the demonstration or description of the choreography The student demonstrates appropriate, consistent and sustained focus for the dance, clarity of movement and appropriate, controlled posture for the dance genre/style, clear body shapes including details of the style such as defined hand movements or breath techniques and mostly accurate timing
· clearly conveys or personally interprets the choreographic intention of the dance.
The dance:

· is performed before an invited audience on an auditorium stage under stage lighting and in appropriate costume
· may focus on one or more specific Theatre Dance styles (e.g. kapa haka, Bollywood, tap, jazz, contemporary dance, musical theatre or tap) and communicates an idea.

For example:
The student performs a contemporary styled theatre dance based on the four seasons as required.

They perform the dance in a way that clearly demonstrates appropriate understanding of the clarity of movement required (e.g. body shapes that clearly reflect images developed from twiggy trees in Autumn, extension of leg and arm movements in the summer section to reflect the literal aspects of swimming and sunbathing, and controlled use of timing and tempo to clearly contrast each season in the 4 separate sections of movement). 
Movements and posture are consistently accurate and controlled throughout the dance work.  
The student demonstrates a clear awareness of other performers by consistently ensuring uniformity in formations, entrances and exits and positioning on stage. 
Focus is sustained throughout with eyes directed up and out to the audience or towards other dancers when required for the choreography.  

The student clearly conveys the choreographic intention and/or personally interprets the choreography to convey the intended idea, mood or feeling.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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