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Internal Assessment Resource

Making Music Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91272 version 2
Demonstrate ensemble skills by performing a substantial piece of music as a member of a group

	Resource title: Group Performance

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91272-02-5574

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Achievement Standard Making Music 91272: Demonstrate ensemble skills by performing a substantial piece of music as a member of a group
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Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Making Music 91272. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to demonstrate their ensemble skills by performing a substantial piece of music as part of a group. They do this in the context of a local, regional, or national event. It should come at the end of a unit of teaching and learning about instrumental techniques, ensemble skills, and musicianship skills. This unit should include formative performances and plenty of opportunity for the students to gain feedback on their progress.

Adapt the task to suit your needs and the needs of your students. You could choose a specific event or leave the task open for students to decide. You could also adapt the list of possible performance situations to include only events applicable to your music students and local environment. See the list of possible types of events provided in the Task section.

Introduce the activity as early in the year as possible to allow students time to select and prepare the appropriate music and also to allow for teaching and ongoing formative assessment.

Conditions

A quality audio-visual recording of the performance is required for assessment. While the entire group needs to be visible, the student(s) being assessed and their instrument must be clearly seen in the video recording. Where possible, this should include performance details such as fingering, embouchure, breath control, and posture. It is important that the position of the music stand does not obscure the view of the performance.

The assessment task is suited to a concert environment.

Resource requirements 

· An appropriate audience

· Audio-visual recording equipment

· Instruments and other musical performance equipment, as required.

Additional information:

For guidelines on audio-visual submissions for assessment, see http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/music/music-guidelines-for-preparing-music-moderation-submissions/
Make sure that the performance complies with New Zealand copyright laws, and that your school has a current APRA performance licence.

Groups can consist of performers outside of the class and also outside of the school.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate ensemble skills by performing a substantial piece of music as a member of a group.
	Demonstrate ensemble skills by performing a substantial piece of music effectively as a member of a group.
	Demonstrate ensemble skills by performing a substantial piece of music convincingly as a member of a group.


Student instructions 

Introduction 

This activity requires you to demonstrate your ensemble skills by performing as part of a group a substantial piece of music live to an audience at a local, regional or national event. 

You will be assessed on your ensemble skills, which include your contribution to the cohesion, balance, intonation, feel, style, and accuracy of the group’s performance. Improvisation skills will be assessed where appropriate to the musical style. The performance must demonstrate ensemble skills appropriate to at least a fourth year of instrumental study through group itinerant tuition.
Preparatory activities

Deciding on your performance event

See the student resource for some suggestions about what this could be. 
Deciding on the makeup of your group

In consultation with your teacher, decide on the other members of your group. Ideally, your group should have three to seven members. Each must play a separate or uniquely identifiable part. 

Consider whether any of the groups that you currently belong to could perform in the event (for example, a band or a cultural group, such as kapa haka, a Pasifika group, or a gospel group). Think about whether the group could meet the requirements of this task, or if the group or piece could be adapted to meet the task requirements.
Choosing the music

In consultation with your teacher, your instrumental teacher, and others in your group choose the piece of music you will play. This choice is important, as the piece needs to be substantial enough for this level of assessment. The music must have some significance and/or complexity in the repertoire for the genre. 
Give a copy of the score to your classroom teacher at least a week before the event. If you cannot produce a score of traditional notation, graphic score, or tablature, an audio recording and song sheet may be adequate.

The performance should be approximately 4-6 minutes, to allow time to demonstrate the musicianship and ensemble skills required. “Ensemble skills” refer to your individual contribution to the cohesive sound of the group. They include attention to intonation, blend and balance, feel, style, and accuracy. 
An audio-visual recording of the music being assessed will be made for moderation purposes.

Task

With your group, perform your piece for the audience. In a quality group performance, the performers will:
· enthusiastically interact with each other

· respond to each another musically

· respond to the space in which they are performing

· respond to the audience

· display self-assurance

· perform fluently, with any errors making little or no impact on the overall audience response.
Student resource
Deciding on your performance event

The type of event could include:

· barbershop competitions

· local performing art competitions

· the New Zealand Community Trust Chamber Music Competition

· Smoke free rock quest

· Band of Strangers (Play It Strange)

· The National Jazz Festival

· Kapa Haka Kura Tuarua-ā-Motu

· the annual school music concert

· a church concert

· the school musical

· a performance for the local senior citizens’ centre.

Your choice of event needs to be agreed upon with your classroom teacher prior to the event, as a quality audio-visual recording of the event will need to be made. If a recording cannot be produced, then your teacher may ask you for another performance.

Assessment schedule: Making Music 91272 Group Performance

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student performs a substantial piece of music as a member of a group. They play a separate or uniquely identifiable part in a piece of music that has some significance and/or complexity in the repertoire for the genre, demonstrating ensemble skills through their contribution to the cohesion, balance, intonation, feel, style, and accuracy.
For example, the student displays the following skills:

· intonation: the student is able to mostly play in tune
· cohesion and balance: the student is clearly heard in the group and has some musical response to others in the group

· accuracy: any minor errors do not significantly impact the performance
· style: the student is able to perform the music as the composer intended, including articulation, tempo, dynamics, and the feel of the period and genre in which it was written.

	The student performs a substantial piece of music as a member of a group. They play a separate or uniquely identifiable part in a piece of music that has some significance and/or complexity in the repertoire for the genre, effectively demonstrating ensemble skills through their consistent and musically responsive contribution to the cohesion, balance, intonation, feel, style, and accuracy and confident presentation.

For example, the student displays the following skills:

· intonation: the student is able to consistently play in tune
· cohesion and balance: the student is clearly heard in the group and responds to other group members musically

· accuracy: the student performs fluently, with any errors not significantly impacting the performance

· style: the student is able to perform the music with sensitivity to the composer’s intention and effectively communicates presentation, articulation, tempo, dynamics and the feel of the period and genre in which it was written. This should include:
· some response to the space in which they are performing

· some response to the audience.
	The student performs a substantial piece of music as a member of a group. They play a separate or uniquely identifiable part in a piece of music that has some significance and/or complexity in the repertoire for the genre convincingly demonstrating ensemble skills through their sustained, musically responsive, and assured contribution to the cohesion, balance, intonation, feel, style, and accuracy and confident presentation.

For example, the student displays the following skills:

· intonation: the student is able to consistently and securely play in tune
· cohesion and balance: the student is clearly heard in the group, and responds to other group members confidently and musically

· accuracy:  the student performs fluently, with any errors making little or no impact on the performance

· style: the student is able to perform the music with sensitivity to the composer’s intention and effectively and confidently communicates presentation, articulation, tempo, dynamics and the feel of the period and genre in which it was written. This should include:
· enthusiastic interaction with other members of the group

· response to the space in which they are performing

· response to the audience

· displaying self-assurance.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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