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NCEA Level 2 Drama

Conditions of Assessment
General Information

	Subject Reference
	Drama

	Domain
	Drama Performance

	Level
	2


This document provides guidelines for assessment against internally assessed standards.   Guidance is provided on: 

· appropriate ways of, and conditions for, gathering evidence    

· ensuring that evidence is authentic

· any other relevant advice specific to an achievement standard.

NB:  It is expected that teachers are familiar with additional generic guidance on assessment practice in schools published on the NZQA website. This should be read in conjunction with these Conditions of Assessment.

For All Standards

Internal assessment provides considerable flexibility in the collection of evidence.  Evidence can be collected in different ways to suit a range of teaching and learning styles and a range of contexts of teaching and learning.  Care needs to be taken to allow students opportunities to present their best evidence against the standard(s) that are free from unnecessary constraints. 

It is recommended that the design of assessment reflects and reinforces the ways students have been learning.   Collection of evidence for the internally assessed standards could include, but is not restricted to, an extended task, an investigation, digital evidence (such as recorded interviews, blogs, photographs or film) or a portfolio of evidence. 

It is also recommended that the collection of evidence for internally assessed standards should not use the same method that is used for any external standards in a programme/course, particularly if that method is using a time bound written examination.  This could unfairly disadvantage students who do not perform well under these conditions. 

A separate assessment event is not needed for each standard.   Often assessment can be integrated into one activity that collects evidence towards two or three different standards from a programme of learning.  Evidence can also be collected over time from a range of linked activities (for example, in a portfolio).This approach can also ease the assessment workload for both students and teachers.

Effective assessment should suit the nature of the learning being assessed, provide opportunities to meet the diverse needs of all students and be valid and fair.

Where manageable, and after further learning has taken place, students may be offered a maximum of one further opportunity for assessment against an assessment standard within a year.

Authenticity of student evidence needs to be assured regardless of the method of collecting evidence.  This needs to be in line with school policy.  For example, for an investigation carried out over several sessions, this could include teacher observations or the use of milestones such as meetings with students, journal or photographic entries recording progress etc.

Specific Information for Individual Internal Achievement Standards

	Achievement Standard Number
	91213 Drama 2.1

	Title
	Apply drama techniques in a scripted context

	Number of Credits
	4

	Version
	2


The primary focus of the assessment is the performance.  In preparation for the assessment it is expected that the students will prepare an annotated script and a brief statement of intent.  The annotated script could include subtext, character motivation, stage directions and techniques, with reasons for their use.  It is important to note that the requirements for the grades in this standard are dependant on the quality of the performance and not on written work.
It is recommended that the scripted drama should involve a small group of 2 – 4 people working together to perform a scene 3 – 6 minutes in length. The characters interact and respond to each other rather than working independently, e.g. in a series of related monologues.

While opportunities for learning and exploring drama techniques, and for formative assessment, may isolate the separate techniques, the summative assessment opportunities should require all techniques to be applied in the one assessment activity.

The focus for this achievement standard is on communicating the text by application of drama techniques.  It is therefore not necessary to use stage technologies such as costume and lighting.

	Achievement Standard Number
	91214 Drama 2.2

	Title
	Devise and perform a drama to realise an intention

	Number of Credits
	5

	Version
	2


The primary focus of the assessment is the devised drama.

A statement of intention and an annotated script or a devised drama outline is also required for Achievement.  It is important to note that the requirements for Merit and Excellence depend on the quality of the devised and performed drama and not on written evidence.  

It is recommended that groups be between 3 - 5 students.

It is also recommended that the devised drama be 6 – 10 minutes in length, depending on the size of the group. It is suggested that approximately 2 minutes per student is appropriate for assessment at this level.

Given the nature of group devising, the teacher needs to ensure there is sufficient evidence to award individual grades to each student.
	Achievement Standard Number
	91216 Drama 2.4

	Title
	Use complex performance skills associated with a drama or theatre form or period

	Number of Credits
	4

	Version
	3


The focus of the assessment is the demonstration of the skills in performance.  The supporting evidence augments this.

The statement of intention is to include:
· role, e.g. a despot, antihero, or tyrant

· time, e.g. 12th century, afternoon

· place, e.g. on the heath

· situation, e.g. Macbeth, returning from battle where he has fought valiantly to put down the uprising, meets the three witches who prophesy that he shall ‘be king hereafter’

· action, e.g. Macbeth is fed with ambition by the prophesy, and follows through his desire to become king.

A list of features that involve complex performance skills and a brief indication of why they are used, for example:

· Macbeth’s posture and gestures show his high status

· aside: lines are directed to the audience (using presentational mode) so they are included in the action of the play

· use of stage –addresses the two levels and three sides of an Elizabethan stage
· vocal skills: delivery of lines and language – phrasing, projection, and emphasis with appropriate rhythm, gesture and intonation – support the dramatic context.
This supporting material may be presented in any electronic and/or paper based format, as diagrams, notes, bulleted list, charts, sketches, flow diagrams, sentences or any other useful form.  A portfolio or extensive collection of material is not required. 

	Achievement Standard Number
	91217 Drama 2.5

	Title
	Examine the work of a playwright 

	Number of Credits
	4

	Version
	2


Evidence may be provided in a drama presentation that could include any of the following, singly or in combination: 

· a student facilitated workshop

· performance interspersed with commentary 

· in-role presentation, e.g. the town crier in Shakespeare

· interview, e.g. playwright in-role

Other ways of providing evidence may be in written or oral form.  These could include:

· presentation of a written portfolio, which may contain sketches, pictures etc

· PowerPoint presentation

· oral presentation (the traditional speech).

The assessment may be undertaken individually or as a group. However, there must be sufficient evidence to award separate grades to each individual student. 
Playwrights could include but are not limited to:

· Arthur Miller

· Athol Fugard

· Bertolt Brecht

· Briar Grace Smith

· Bruce Mason

· Caryl Churchill

· George Bernard Shaw

· Jacob Rajan

· Louis Nowra 

· Mervyn Thompson

· Oscar Wilde

· Renee

· Shakespeare

· Tennessee Williams

· Timberlake Wertenbaker

	Achievement Standard Number
	91218 Drama 2.6

	Title
	Perform a substantial acting role in a scripted production

	Number of Credits
	5

	Version
	2


The primary focus of the assessment is the quality of the performance. Supporting evidence could be in the form of an annotated extract from the script where their role is prevalent.  It is expected that the teacher will provide the production concept and the student will develop a statement of intention to fit with this concept. Supporting evidence can be presented in oral/electronic/paper based formats.  However, it is important to note that the grades are dependant on the quality of the performance not on written supporting evidence.
	Achievement Standard Number
	91220 Drama 2.8

	Title
	Script a scene suitable for drama performance 

	Number of Credits
	4

	Version
	2


In the assessing of this standard it is the quality of the scripting that is of primary importance, not its length. The scene could take between 4 to 6 minutes to perform.

The script is for a live drama performance only, not electronic recording. 

	Achievement Standard Number
	91221 Drama 2.9

	Title
	Direct a scene for drama performance 

	Number of Credits
	4

	Version
	2


The primary focus of the assessment is the quality of the direction for the performance.  Evidence of the decisions made in directing (see EN 4) is required for assessment.

Technological choices for the performance will be determined by the requirements of the script, directorial decisions, and their availability.

The directing must be for a live drama performance only, not electronic recording. 
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