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NCEA Level 1 Biology
Conditions of Assessment
General Information
	Subject Reference
	Science

	Domain
	Biology

	Level
	1


Specific Information for Individual Internal Achievement Standards

	Achievement Standard Number
	1.1

	Title
	Carry out a practical investigation in a biology context

	Number of Credits
	4

	Version
	1


The investigation skills required in this standard will be demonstrated in a single assessment event.

Evidence of competency in carrying out specific biology techniques, e.g. effective use of a quadrat to collect field data, is expected to be evident in the description given in the method, in the quality of data collected during the investigation and in the justification of conclusions.

It is expected that students will develop the investigation skills required by carrying out the various aspects of the investigation process in parts/stepwise throughout their course of study in Biology. It is also expected that they will have participated in more than one complete investigation so that they understand the holistic nature of the investigation process.

The investigation will be directed. This means that general instructions for the investigation will be specified in writing and direction will be given in the form of an aim and the equipment and/or organisms from which to choose. It is expected that students will convert the given aim into a testable question, prediction or hypothesis. A template or suitable format for planning will be provided for the student to use.

The assessor can determine the time taken for the assessment as this is dependent on the situation involved in the question.

Authenticity will need to be assured by appropriate measures.

Where practicable, one re-assessment opportunity may be provided. 

	Achievement Standard Number
	1.2

	Title
	Report on a biological issue

	Number of Credits
	3

	Version
	1


Assessment could involve a written report, PowerPoint, “press release” to inform the public or other article, or an oral presentation or debate.

Students could either be given the issue or they could select it for themselves. If the latter applies the selection must be approved by the teacher. In either case the processing of information and preparation of the report is to be completed individually.

Information for processing is to be collected from a range of sources that may be provided. Sources of information are to be recorded in such a way that they can be accessed by others. All processed material is to be submitted as evidence of the student’s processing.

The assessor can determine the time taken by the assessment as this is dependent on the situation involved in the issue.

Authenticity will need to be assured by appropriate measures.

Where manageable, one re-assessment opportunity could be provided for all students.
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