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Internal Assessment Resource

Classical Studies Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91202 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of a significant event in the classical world

	Resource title: Let Battle Commence!

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number:  A-A-02-2015-91202-02-5430

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Classical Studies 91202: Demonstrate understanding of a significant event in the classical world 

Resource reference: Classical Studies 2.3A v2
Resource title: Let Battle Commence!
Credits: 4 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Classical Studies 91202. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to use a suitable format to demonstrate perceptive understanding of the context of a significant Greek or Roman battle fought on land or at sea. This will enable them to show insight into why the battle was important.
Students must support their response with primary source evidence that relates specifically to the context. While not a requirement of the standard at any level of achievement, students are strongly encouraged to use secondary source material to support points made. This may allow students to demonstrate perceptive understanding of a significant event in the classical world.

· Primary sources include evidence surviving from the classical world, including written material in translation and artefacts of all kinds.

· Secondary sources include evidence drawn from later commentaries, for example, books, websites, encyclopaedias, and later works of art and architecture.

Before adapting this resource for a different context, teachers will need to select/finalise/ negotiate a context that will engage students, work out exactly how the assessment will be applied to this context, create or finalise any student pages that are needed, and ensure that the assessment schedule aligns with the activity in its final form.

Conditions 

This assessment task will take two weeks of in and out-of-class time.

Students may work in groups to gather evidence and develop their ideas. However, they will need to submit their own work for assessment and will be assessed individually.

Students should submit an accurate reference list or bibliography that includes all sources they have used in this activity. It will not be assessed, but will be used for authentication purposes.

Resource requirements 

Provide access to a range of resource material so that students are able to select relevant primary evidence. Select the resources to suit the chosen context.

Resources suitable for Greek and Roman history:

· A History of Greece, Bury and Meiggs, Macmillan (1978).

· A History of the Roman People, Ward, Heichelheim and Yeo, Prentice Hall (2003). 

· Ancient Greece – Using Evidence, Bradley, CUP (2001).

· Augustus Caesar, David Shotter, Routledge (2005).

· From the Gracchi to Nero (Chapters 8-12), Scullard, Routledge (1988). 

· History of Rome, Grant, Weidenfeld and Nicolson (1996).

· The Greeks, Dover, BBC (1980).

· The Greeks, Kitto, Penguin (1964).

· The Roman Revolution, Ronald Syme, Oxford Paperback (1968).

In addition you may find helpful material on the following websites: 

· Livius


http://www.livius.org.

· Perseus Digital Library
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper.

· The Vroma Project
http://www.vroma.org.

Additional information 

Students are not assessed on the application of a methodology of inquiry. However, this activity does provide an opportunity for students to learn a methodology of inquiry prior to the activity. Identify each step of this process, making it clear that this is not part of the assessment activity but part of their prior learning.

Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Classical Studies 91202: Demonstrate understanding of a significant event in the classical world
Resource reference: Classical Studies 2.3A v2
Resource title: Let Battle Commence!
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of a significant event in the classical world.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of a significant event in the classical world.
	Demonstrate perceptive understanding of a significant event in the classical world.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This activity requires you to demonstrate perceptive understanding of the importance of a battle of the second Persian war, 480-479 BCE. Present your work in a format of your choice. 
Teacher Note: Suggestions for formats (others are possible):

A speech delivered to the ecclesia/senate after the battle. *
A ‘blog’ discussing the importance of the battle.

A journalist’s article for a newspaper.

An interview with a battle commander about what he has achieved.

A position paper assessing what has been achieved so far in a certain war.

A dialogue between two Greek/Roman citizens.

Suggestions for contexts for significant battles (others are possible): 

The Persian Wars

The Roman Social War
The Peloponnesian War

The civil war between Caesar and Pompey

The Carthaginian Wars

The civil war between Antony and Octavian

* More than one battle in any war could be examined if that were appropriate.

You have studied the context of the first Persian war, 490 BCE and Athenian politics in the following decade. In this activity you will demonstrate perceptive understanding of one of the four significant battles of the second Persian war, to explain its significance.

The extent to which you show insight into the importance of the battle by giving informed explanation (including primary evidence) will determine the overall grade.

You have three weeks of in and out-of-class time for this task.

Teacher note: you may wish to insert a different time period here.

Task 
Write your response in your chosen format to demonstrate perceptive understanding of the importance of the battle.

Make reference to translated extracts from ancient authors and depictions of ancient art/artefacts in order to provide primary evidence.

In your response place the event in context and explain a range of aspects/factors contributing to the importance of the battle.

Aspects/factors which you could demonstrate perceptive understanding of are:

Teacher note: you will need to insert here the aspects/factors to be examined. You may wish to advise students wanting to choose their own aspects/factors to consult you about whether their choices are appropriate.

You may include other aspects. 

A response demonstrating perceptive understanding might include:

· reasons for similarities and differences (e.g. reasons for similarities/differences in the practice of government after the battle)

· cultural expectations and codes of behaviour (e.g. private and public motives of the leaders involved in the battle, the relationships between the peoples involved in the battle, changes in the strength of the participating peoples after the battle)

· recognition of limitations of sources of evidence.

You should submit an accurate reference list or bibliography that includes all sources that have used in this activity. It will not be assessed, but will be used for authentication purposes.

Assessment schedule: Classical Studies 91202 Let Battle Commence!

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has written a response that places the event in context and explains why the battle was significant using primary source evidence. 
For example: an explanation of an aspect of the importance of the sea battle of Salamis (480 BCE):

The Persians lost the battle of Salamis to the combined Greek fleet. It was a decisive battle, in which Persian ships, confined in narrows, rammed each other by accident and were rammed deliberately by the Greeks, under the leadership of Themistocles. 

The Persian navy withdrew to Asia, with the result that their army in Greece had their supply-line cut off, but Xerxes had no intention of stopping his attempts to invade and conquer Greece. He knew that he had the north of Greece under control, even although his navy was shattered.  
Because of this naval victory, Themistocles was highly praised. The outcome of the battle had proved that his plan to establish Athens as a sea power had been justified.
	The student has written a response that places the event in context and gives informed explanation, through the inclusion of relevant primary evidence, of a range of aspects/factors contributing to the significance of the battle. 

For example: an informed explanation of an aspect of the importance of the sea battle of Salamis (480 BCE):

After the battle of Salamis, won decisively by a combined Greek fleet of Athenians and other states, the Persian navy withdrew to Samos in Asia. The poet Aeschylus wrote that the defeat of the Persian sea-enemy at sea was the defeat of the Persian land-enemy as well, because they were leaving their army in Greece without the means of receiving supplies. However the Persian land force left behind managed to winter over successfully in the north of mainland Greece.
This was because the outcome of the battle had proved his plan to establish Athens as a sea power had been justified and his stratagem to lure and trap the Persians had worked well.

Also included: a reproduction of a Greek vase painting of the time, depicting a warrior or warship.
	The student has written a response that places the event in context and gives explanation showing insight, through the inclusion of relevant primary evidence, of a range of aspects/factors contributing to the significance of the battle. 
For example: an explanation showing insight of an aspect of the importance of the sea battle of Salamis (480 BCE):

In the battle of Salamis the Persians lost decisively to the Greek fleet after the Athenian commander Themistocles managed to fool Xerxes, the leader of the Persians. He sent a slave to say that he himself was inclined to be on their side and that the Greek fleets consisting of the Athenians, combined with the other Greek states’ fleets, were about to flee in disarray. There had in fact been much argument between the different Greeks about strategy, for they were not used to co-operative effort, but they prevailed by trapping the Persian ships in narrows and ramming them. The Persian navy withdrew to Samos in Asia and as a consequence their army in Greece was left without the means of receiving supplies.

The claim of the poet Aeschylus that the defeat of the Persian sea-enemy at sea was the defeat of the Persian land-enemy as well was true only for a short while. The Persian army managed to winter over in Thessaly and were ready to fight again in the spring against Athens and Sparta, with Thebes as their ally. This was because his plan to establish Athens as a sea power had been justified. The naval policy of the Delian League, formed afterwards in 478BCE became a continuation of the Greek success in Salamis.

This victory of the Greeks inspired artists and authors of drama. The battle, the turning point in the Persians’ attempts at an invasion of Greece, did not itself end the war, but it showed that a people living under a democratic system was able to defeat one ruled by an autocrat.

Also included: a reproduction of a Greek vase painting of the time, depicting a warrior or warship.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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