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Internal Assessment Resource

Geography Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91245 version 2
Explain aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue

	Resource title: Many different voices

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91245-02-5524

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Achievement Standard Geography 91245: Explain aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue
Resource reference: Geography 2.6B v2
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Credits: 3 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the Achievement Standard Geography 91245. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to comprehensively explain viewpoints related to a New Zealand contemporary geographic issue and comprehensively evaluate courses of action. 

The geographic issue refers to a controversy that affects people and/or the environment and which includes a spatial dimension. The issue may be political, economic, social, or environmental; however, ensure that the issue is localised within a contemporary geographic setting in New Zealand. The activity cannot be simulated.
Examples of geographic issues that could be used with this assessment activity include the building of a new road or motorway, or the building of a bridge such as the Kopu Bridge in Thames.

Conditions 

This assessment activity will take place over a period of two weeks during class time.

Give students the opportunity to do further research out of class. Encourage students to bring additional material for their assessment from home, such as printed or photocopied material or notes taken from documentaries.

Resource requirements 

The following resources are required for this activity:

· background information on the issue (this might come from sources such as newspaper articles, online articles, documentaries, blogs, and so on)

· a variety of viewpoints about the issue so that students can outline the different courses of action and make a fully justified recommendation (each viewpoint should describe a person, his or her viewpoint, and why he or she holds that viewpoint)

· resources such as maps, timelines, or photographs of the location.

Additional information 

To assist students to complete this assessment activity, ensure that they have an understanding of the geographic setting of the area. Students are not formally required to record such information; however they may wish to collate the material they gather so that they can refer to it as they undertake the assessment activity. For example, they might:

· use an atlas to find the wider location and extent of the area

· identify natural and cultural features in the area by contacting a department such as DOC, consulting more detailed maps, or using the Internet. 
Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Geography 91245: Explain aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue
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Credits: 3 
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Explain aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	Explain, in depth, aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	Explain, comprehensively, aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.


Student instructions 
Introduction 

A contemporary geographic issue is a controversy that can affect people and/or the environment – both now and/or in the future. The issue might be environmental, social, political, or economic. 

This assessment activity requires you to explore aspects of a contemporary geographic issue. You will:

· Describe the nature of the contemporary geographic issue.

· Comprehensively explain some viewpoints that relate to the issue. This means you will explain what those viewpoints are, and why people have those viewpoints.

· Comprehensively evaluate the different courses of action and make a fully justified recommendation about the issue. This means you will explain the strengths and weaknesses of each course of action. Then you will decide which course of action is the best. Explain in depth, giving examples, why that course of action is the best one. 

This is an individual assessment activity. You will complete it during class time.

You have two weeks of class time to complete the activity. You can spend additional time outside the classroom to collect information and consider the issue in greater depth. You can bring any additional materials, such as notes about TV documentaries you have seen, to help you complete the activity in class.

Task

Describe the nature of the contemporary geographic issue

Teacher note: You may supply Resource 1 as a template to help students with this section.

Describe the nature of this issue by:

· Outlining the significance of location to this issue.

· Outlining one effect this issue has on people.

· Outlining one effect this issue has on the environment.

Explain different viewpoints on the contemporary geographic issue

· Name four people and/or groups of people who have different viewpoints on the issue. Select people who have significantly different viewpoints. (The differences could be for a number of reasons, for example, economic, social, political, or environmental factors.) 

· Explain in detail each viewpoint. Give reasons why each person or group holds that particular viewpoint. Remember to use specific information, including perspectives, geographic terminology and geographic concepts.

· Select a person or group, and explain in detail how their viewpoint might change over time. For example, what events or factors might affect the viewpoint? Would the person or group change their viewpoint if they heard other people’s viewpoints on the issue? 

Comprehensively evaluate courses of action
After many public meetings, different courses of action have been presented to the community about the issue.

· Three possible courses of action are:

· Go with the proposal.

· Leave things as they are.

· Change the proposal and then proceed.

Teacher note: You need to include three courses of action that relate to the particular issue here. 

Comprehensively evaluate each course of action. This means explain the strengths and weaknesses of each action. Use specific evidence to support your explanation. 

Decide which of the courses of action is the best option. Provide detailed reasons supporting the course of action you have chosen and specify the reasons for not choosing the other two options.

Resource 1


Assessment schedule: Geography 91245 Many different voices

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has:

· described the nature of the geographic issue

· described the significance of location 

· described an effect of this issue on people

· described an effect of this issue on the environment

· provided reasons for the different viewpoints that individuals or groups hold in relation to the issue

· described how the viewpoint of one person or group could change over time.

· explained the strength(s) and weakness(es) of the different courses of action

· provided a recommended course of action with argument(s) and/or evidence.

For example:

The location of the new bridge will do nothing to alleviate congestion on the present bridge, as it will be sited too far away from the main population centre on the North Shore.

People living on or near the access routes to the bridge will have their houses demolished to make way for the access roads to the bridge.

Social cohesion of the two suburbs either end of the bridge will be destroyed as the access roads will split these suburbs in two. The cultural environment will be forever be affected by the construction of this bridge.

A group led by former Auckland City Council member Richard Simpson wants a new harbour crossing, in the form of an Anzac bridge, to begin construction by 2015 to commemorate the centenary of Anzac Day. The group feel that a new harbour bridge would be an excellent way to commemorate the centenary of Anzac Day, which is a very important day in New Zealand’s and Australia’s history.

Building a new harbour bridge is a strength, because the current harbour bridge is old and no longer able to carry the number of cars across the bridge safely as the population of the North Shore has increased significantly since the bridge was first built.

I recommend that a new harbour bridge be built.


	The student has:

· described the nature of the geographic issue

· described the significance of location 

· described an effect of this issue on people

· described an effect of this issue on the environment

· provided reasons, with supporting evidence, for the different viewpoints that individuals or groups hold in relation to the issue

· explained how a person’s viewpoint can change over time

· explained the strength(s) and weakness(es) of the different courses of action

· provided a justified, recommended course of action with detailed argument(s) and/or evidence.

For example:

A group led by former Auckland City Council member Richard Simpson and including companies such as Jasmax and NZ Steel wants a new harbour crossing in the form of an Anzac bridge to begin construction to start by 2015 to commemorate the centenary of Anzac Day. They feel that a new harbour bridge would be an excellent way to commemorate the centenary of Anzac day. It believes a new bridge could be built for $2 billion to $3 billion and that demolishing the existing bridge would release about 350,000sqm of land worth about $1 billion. 

This ANZAC group would change their opinions over time if the cost of building the new harbour bridge were to soar significantly or if the government (both local and central) were to delay the planning of the bridge so that the ANZAC centenary had already passed.

Building a new harbour bridge is a strength, because the current harbour bridge is old and no longer able to carry the number of cars across the bridge safely as the population of the North Shore has increased significantly since the bridge was first built. The population of the north Shore is now 184,821 having had an increase of 33,000 in the last five years. This growth in population on the north shore has placed huge pressure on a bridge built over 50 years ago and designed for a much smaller population.

The new harbour bridge should be built, as the current harbour bridge is no longer able to cope with the number of cars travelling across it daily. The bridge was designed and built in the 1950s and 60 years later many more people live on the North Shore and travel daily into Auckland city for work purposes. The bridge does not cope with all the traffic. In addition, the present harbour bridge is in constant need of repair and recent repairs to strengthen the clip-ons have resulted in budget over-runs. The new bridge would assist in keeping repair costs to a minimum. Lastly, building the new bridge would be a great way to commemorate the centenary of an important occasion in New Zealand’s history.
	The student has:

· described the nature of the geographic issue

· described the significance of location 

· described an effect of this issue on people

· described an effect of this issue on the environment

· provided reasons, with supporting evidence, for the different viewpoints that individuals or groups hold in relation to the issue, including perspectives, geographic terminology and concepts

· explained in detail how a person’s viewpoint can change over time

· fully explained the strength(s) and weakness(es) of the different courses of action

· provided a fully-justified, recommended course of action with detailed argument(s) and/or evidence and justifying why it is better than the other courses of action.

For example:

A group led by former Auckland City Council member Richard Simpson and including companies such as Jasmax and NZ Steel wants a new harbour crossing in the form of an Anzac bridge to begin construction to start by 2015 to commemorate the centenary of Anzac Day. They feel that a new harbour bridge would be an excellent way to commemorate the centenary of Anzac day. It believes a new bridge could be built for $2 billion to $3 billion and that demolishing the existing bridge would release about 350,000sqm of land worth about $1 billion. 

This ANZAC group would change their opinions over time if the cost of building the new harbour bridge were to soar significantly or if the government (both local and central) were to delay the planning of the bridge so that the ANZAC centenary had already passed. 
This viewpoint has significant weaknesses in that the harbour crossing bridge would perhaps be called the ANZAC bridge and would be located in Auckland city. People from different regions throughout New Zealand might feel that it was inappropriate for Auckland to benefit from an ANZAC bridge when in fact, many of the original soldiers in the ANZACs were from a wide range of regions throughout New Zealand.

Building a new harbour bridge is a strength, because the current harbour bridge is old and no longer able to carry the number of cars across the bridge safely as the population of the North Shore has increased significantly since the bridge was first built. The population of the north Shore is now 184,821 having had an increase of 33000 in the last five years. This growth in population on the north shore has placed huge pressure on a bridge built over 50 years ago and designed for a much smaller population.

The new harbour bridge should be built, as the current harbour bridge is no longer able to cope with the number of cars travelling across it daily. The bridge was designed and built in the 1950s and 60 years later many more people live on the North Shore and travel daily into Auckland city for work purposes. The bridge does not cope with all the traffic. In addition, the present harbour bridge is in constant need of repair and recent repairs to strengthen the clip-ons have resulted in budget over-runs. The new bridge would assist in keeping repair costs to a minimum. Lastly, building the new bridge would be a great way to commemorate the centenary of an important occasion in New Zealand’s history.

The proposal of a tunnel is not viable because of the huge costs involved which would put enormous pressure on the already stretched government and local community of the Auckland region. Taxpayers in Invercargill, for example, might not be happy contributing to a tunnel for Aucklanders only to benefit from. In addition, there would be disruption to Auckland’s tourism and recreational industries whilst the bridge is under construction.




Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





A statement describing the significance of location to this issue.





Title of your issue





A statement describing an effect this issue has for people.





A statement describing an effect this issue has for the environment.
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