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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91255 version 2
Write developed media text for a specific target audience

	Resource title: The Art of Adaptation

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91255-02-5619

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource 

Achievement Standard Media Studies 91255: Write developed media text for a specific target audience
Resource reference: Media Studies 2.8A v2
Resource title: The Art of Adaptation 
Credits: 3  

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 91255. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This assessment activity requires students to write a screenplay for a short film (5 to 8 minutes), by adapting text from a short story, newspaper article, or novel.

You can select the genre, style, and source material or students can select their own source material. 
The screenplay could be developed to accompany the design and planning materials for a moving image product that are assessed for achievement of Media Studies Achievement Standard 91252, Produce a design and plan for a developed media product using a range of conventions.
Before beginning this activity, teach the conventions of screenwriting (for example, how to use dialogue to show rather than tell; writing concise descriptions of location and action) and show students a range of screenplays that demonstrate:
· how screenplays are written to target and appeal to a specific audience 

· the conventions of screenplays and their layout such as slug lines, dialogue, and action descriptions

· typical and appropriate layout and formatting.

Conditions
The assessment task is an individual activity, which will require approximately thirty hours of in and out-of-class time to complete. 
Resource requirements

Students will require access to:
· A computer for word processing

· Internet access for research 

Additional information

The following screenwriting software is can be freely downloaded with no copyright issues:

Celtx (http://celtx.com/)

Cinergy (http://www.mindstarprods.com/cinergy/scripteditor.html)

Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Media Studies 91255: Write developed media text for a specific target audience
Resource reference: Media Studies 2.8A v2
Resource title: The Art of Adaptation
Credits: 3
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Write developed media text for a specific target audience
	Write developed, crafted media text for a specific target audience.
	Write developed, effectively crafted media text for a specific target audience.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to write a screenplay for a short film by adapting text from a short story, newspaper article, or novel. You are not required to produce your screenplay as a film. 

Teacher Note: This task could be adapted so that the students write a segment of a longer screenplay for a feature length film, for example, the opening sequence, or a script for a radio play. 

You have approximately three to four weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete this individual activity.
You will be assessed on how effectively you control:

· a range of conventions of current moving image script writing 

· grammatical and structural devices appropriate to the medium, product, and target audience.

Your teacher will provide specific due dates for checkpoints and the final submission.

Task
You have been asked to write a screenplay for a short film with a target audience of teenagers aged between 15 and 18. Develop and craft a finished screenplay that is at least 600 words in length, using the steps below. See Resource A for further guidance. You may need to keep your planning as it may be assessed for another standard. Check with your teacher.
Select and structure your script

· Develop and write an initial story outline, using the story outline template (Resource B).

· Describe and develop your characters.

Teacher note: Adapt the instructions above and the checklists on the following pages according to the kind of texts the students are producing.

Draft and develop your screenplay

· Create a rough draft broken into scenes. 
· Discuss your draft with your teacher.

· Revise and refine your screenplay.

Format and present your final screenplay

Type up your screenplay in an appropriate format and hand it in to your teacher, along with documentation showing the development of the screenplay.

As you write your final screenplay, take care that grammatical and structural devices you have used are appropriate to the medium, product, and audience.
Resource A

Use the following information to help you draft, develop, and craft your screenplay.

1. Plan and Pitch 
These sections are not assessed. They are here to help you with your final product.
Most successful short films focus on a single moment or event in the life of one main character. Use the following questions to help plan your script:
· Who is the main character?  

· What is their problem? 

· How will the audience recognise the problem? 

· What is your character’s goal?

· How will the screenplay begin? What is the opening image?

· How will the characters be introduced?

· What descriptive elements does the text provide?

· How is dialogue used in the text?

2. Selection and structuring

Consider the following questions as you develop and craft your screenplay:

· Which aspects of the story will you include and which aspects will you leave out?

· Which parts of the story belong in Act 1, Act 2, and Act 3? 

· How will the story begin? 

· What is the climax of the story

· How will the story end?

3. Drafting and developing

Each scene should contain dialogue and action. The dialogue should ‘show’ rather than ‘tell’. Try to avoid dialogue where the characters say exactly what they are thinking. Each scene should advance the story and reveal something about the characters. Avoid dialogue that does neither.
4. Format and final presentation

Your screenplay should demonstrate effective control of a range of conventions and grammatical and structural devices including, but not limited to: 

· credible dialogue

· an opening that hooks the reader

· clear scene headings and directions that use appropriate visual language and follow conventional order

· a focus on the storyline and characters rather than the specifics of production, for example, avoid including camera directions.

Lay out your screenplay in an appropriate format. Your teacher will provide examples.

Resource B

Story outline

5. Opening image/scene

· How will you hook the reader/viewer?

6. Introduction/Act I 

· How will you set the scene and introduce character(s), setting, goal and problem?

7. Middle/Act II 

· How does your character set about dealing with the problem? 

· How will you end with a climax? 

8. Resolution/Act III (After the climax) 

· How will the story end? What will be the final image?

Character Outline 

Brainstorm ideas and describe your characters. Avoid generalisations and stereotypes for your character(s).

Protagonist

The protagonist is the main character. Their pursuit of a goal should form the basis of the narrative. Make notes on the protagonist’s name, gender, age, physical appearance, temperament, personality, loves, dislikes, fears, desires, goal(s), habits, and quirks.

Antagonist

The antagonist is the person, event, or situation that could prevent the protagonist from reaching their goal. The antagonist is the main source of conflict in the narrative. Examples include an illness, a disability, a natural disaster, a supernatural force, discrimination, intolerance, or poverty.

Describe the antagonist in detail. If a person, describe them in the same way you did your protagonist.

Identify how and why the antagonist stands in the protagonist’s way? 

Supporting characters

You may like to use a limited number of supporting characters. If so, identify their purpose in the story, for example:

	Character
	Function

	Sid – protagonist’s best friend
	Donor – gives the protagonist some important advice that they use get out of trouble at the end of the film


Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91255 The Art of Adaptation

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has drafted and written a developed screenplay for a short film.

The screenplay has been adapted from a text such as a short story, newspaper article or novel.

The screenplay is appropriate for, and will appeal to the targeted audience. It is at least 600 words in length. 

The student has used a range of screenplay conventions For example: slug lines, action descriptions, and dialogue.

The student has used grammatical and structural devices of screenplays. For example: 

· descriptions of action and setting using present tense, 

· indication of tone/style for dialogue,

·  generally accurate spelling and punctuation, 

· a three-act structure, 
· generally correct vocabulary, 

· abbreviations to describe transitions, setting, and other features of a short film. 

Errors in the screenplay do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the text or with their ability to engage with and use it for short film production. 
	The student has drafted and written a developed and crafted screenplay for a short film.

The screenplay has been adapted from a text such as a short story, newspaper article, or novel.

The screenplay is appropriate for, and will appeal to the targeted audience. It is at least 600 words in length.

The student has appropriately used a range of screenplay conventions. For example:  slug lines, action descriptions, and dialogue.

The student has demonstrated control of grammatical and structural devices of screenplays.

For example:    

· vivid descriptions of action and setting using the present tense,

·  mostly credible tone/style for dialogue, 

· mostly accurate spelling and punctuation, 

· a three-act structure, 

· mostly correct vocabulary and abbreviations to describe transitions, setting, and other features appropriate for a short film and the target audience. 

Minor errors in the screenplay do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the text or with their ability to engage with and use it for short film production.
	The student has drafted and written a developed and effectively crafted screenplay for a short film.

The screenplay has been adapted from a text such as a short story, newspaper article, or novel.

The screenplay is appropriate for, and will appeal to the targeted audience. It is at least 600 words in length. 
The student has effectively used a range of screenplay conventions. For example: slug lines, action descriptions, and dialogue, using and/or adapting them appropriately and with impact.

The student has demonstrated effective control of grammatical and structural devices of screenplays.

For example: 

· concise, vivid descriptions of action and setting using present tense, 

· credible tone/style for dialogue, 

· accurate spelling and punctuation, 

· a three-act structure, 

· correct vocabulary and abbreviations to describe transitions, setting, 

· and other features appropriate for a short film and the target audience. 

Occasional minor errors in the screenplay have no impact on the reader’s understanding of the text or with their ability to engage with and use it for short film production.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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