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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91255 version 2
Write developed media text for a specific target audience

	Resource title: Talk of the town

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2015-91255-02-5620

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Media Studies 91255: Write developed media text for a specific target audience

Resource reference: Media Studies 2.8B v2
Resource title: Talk of the town 
Credits: 3  

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 91255. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This assessment activity requires students to write a feature article of at least 600 words that could be published in a magazine for distribution within the school and in the wider school community. 
The written feature article could be developed to accompany the design and planning materials for a print magazine product that are assessed for achievement of Media Studies Achievement Standard 91252, Produce a design and plan for a developed media product using a range of conventions.

Before beginning this activity, show the students a variety of feature articles on a range of topics or themes and demonstrate how the structure, narrative voice and language choices used in these examples can be applied to the students’ own writing.

You will need to specifically teach the conventions of feature articles and Wall Street Journal style. Some brief guides are included in the resources. It would also benefit students to learn about how to develop effective interview questions and conduct meaningful interviews. 

This task could be adapted for other media text types or publications such as an online blog, or a script for broadcast on the radio or for a magazine-style TV show. 

Conditions

The assessment task is an individual activity.

It will take approximately thirty hours of in and out-of-class time to complete this assessment activity.

At least two checkpoints are advised during the progression of this activity.

Resource requirements

Students will require access to:

· A computer for word processing

· Internet access for research purpose

Additional information

Feature Articles

Feature article writers go beyond the facts to provide a unique perspective by adding detail, background and personal comment. The appeal of feature articles is usually the personal perspective. They tend to look for human interest so stories often focus more on people rather than events or issues. Examples are:

· Opinion/background on relevant current issues or events 

· Profiles of/interviews with well known-people

· Humorous reflections on topical events/issues

· Reviews. 

Wall Street Journal format

A common approach to structuring feature articles is to use the Wall Street Journal structure. There are four main parts to this structure:

Extended lead

The introduction must entice the reader and hook them in. The story opens with a scenario or anecdote that focuses on one person to put a face on the issue. It may be a couple of paragraphs long, arouses reader interest and curiosity, and encourages them to make a connection to the issue and want to read on. It must not be made up.
Transition (Nut graph)

This follows the lead and explains what the rest of the article is actually about (the nut or kernel of the story it broadens the personalised lead to cover the angle of the issue itself. It should define how the anecdote or description fits into the wider picture/issue/theme that the writer is covering.
Body or story development

This is the main part of the article. The body of the article develops the story with details of supporting incidents and is set out in paragraphs in a coherent sequence. This needs to be kept interesting by using conventions such as quotes, anecdotes, description and telling details, imagery, specific examples, active voice, variety in sentence and paragraph structure.

Conclusion

This always returns to the opening scenario to give a sense of completeness to the story (The WSJ structure is diagrammatically represented by a circular clockwise arrow meeting up with its start). Closing words should make an impact on the readers and tie the various strands of the story together.

Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Media Studies 91255: Write developed media text for a specific target audience
Resource reference: Media Studies 2.8B v2
Resource title: Talk of the town
Credits: 3
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Write developed media text for a specific target audience.
	Write developed, crafted media text for a specific target audience. 
	Write developed, effectively crafted media text for a specific target audience.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to write a short feature article of approximately 600 words for a school magazine on a topic relevant to the school or local community. 

You will be assessed on the effectiveness of your control of:

· the conventions of feature article writing appropriate for your topic, magazine and target audience

· spelling, punctuation, grammar, and syntax appropriate to the print journalism medium and your target audience.

You are not required to produce the magazine page spread. 

It will take approximately three to four weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete this individual assessment task.

Your teacher will provide specific due dates for the checkpoints and final submission.

Task 
You have been asked to write a feature article for the school magazine. Your target audience includes students, their families, and members of the local community. 

Using the process outlined below, write a feature article. Your may need to keep your planning as it may be assessed for another standard. Check with your teacher 
Pre-assessment activity - Plan and pitch 

Brainstorm possible topics that are relevant and interesting to the target audience. Examples include, but are not limited to: sporting, music or arts events, school or student initiatives such as sustainability or environmental groups, topical issues affecting the students or community, profiles of noteworthy individuals.

Use the ideas generated in your brainstorm to write your plan. Pitch your concept to your teacher and/or class for feedback.

Draft and develop the article

Conduct research and gather evidence to develop the human-interest angle of your story. Create an outline for your article and submit it to your teacher for feedback.

Teacher Note: Adapt the frame above and the checklists on the following pages according to the kind of text the students will be producing.

Craft and complete the article. 

Develop and refine your article by re-writing your work, making improvements to the language, structure, and style of the article. Take care that grammatical and structural devices you have used are appropriate to the medium, product, and audience.
When you have completed your article, hand it in your teacher, along with documentation showing its development.

 Resource A
1. Planning and pitching 
These sections are not assessed. They are here to help you with your final product
Consider the perspectives that will be represented in the article.

Develop a plan, writing notes on each of the following:

· the topic

· the target audience

· the purpose, for example, to inform, persuade, or evoke emotion 

· the relevance of the topic to target audience

· research you will conduct, including people you could interview and/or other sources of information you can use 

· the headline

· lead anecdote

· interesting quotes/statistics/facts.
2. Drafting and developing 

· Conduct interviews with a range of people to gather different perspectives for your story
· Find additional supporting evidence by researching online and through book and newspaper collections in the library
· Record and correctly cite sources of information
· Focus on only one idea per body paragraph and avoid long, complex paragraphs
· Refer to the checklist (Student Resource B) to make sure you are using appropriate grammatical, structural, and stylistic conventions
3. Crafting and completing

Consider:

· replacing “weasel” words or phrases with accurate and descriptive verbs and adjectives to add colour and detail 
· increasing the effectiveness of your sentences by ensuring the most important and powerful words stand out, for example, by placing them at the beginning or end of the sentences
· checking that your ideas are logically connected
· ensuring that there are sufficient anecdotes and direct quotes for the human angle to be evident
· removing ideas or details that are not relevant to the angle of your article
· proofreading the text to correct errors in spelling, syntax, and punctuation such as: missing punctuation, missing or misused capital letters, incomplete or incorrect sentences, incorrect paragraphing, mixed-up tenses and/or spelling errors.
Student Resource B: Checklist
	Conventions
	Y/N

	My headline indicates the nature and content of the article.
	

	I have included a byline.
	

	My nut graph effectively links the lead and the body of the article.
	

	My opening sentence(s) has a hook for the target audience.
	

	My introduction sets my tone.
	

	My sentences are concise and well written.
	

	My article contains effective imagery and description to engage the reader's imagination.
	

	I have avoided clichés.
	

	Anecdotes, interviews, and/or direct quotes personalise the topic.
	

	I have given direct quotes speech marks.
	

	Paragraphs are kept short – two or three sentences.
	

	I have used punctuation correctly and consistently.
	

	Informal language and first person narrative have been used to create a personal tone.
	

	Relevant jargon adds authenticity to the information and opinions.
	

	Facts are accurate and have been used to justify viewpoints.
	

	Exaggeration and generalisation have been used to heighten humour, where appropriate.
	

	Any rhetorical questions help to involve the reader.
	

	Emotive words have been used to evoke a personal response in the reader.
	

	My writing uses the active voice where appropriate.
	

	My paragraphs follow a coherence sequence.
	

	My conclusion returns to the opening scenario for a sense of completeness.
	

	I have proofread and spell-checked my article carefully.
	


Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91255 Talk of the town
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence 

	The student has presented a developed short feature article on an appropriate topic for a school magazine. 
For example: a sporting, music or arts event, school or student initiatives such as sustainability or environmental groups, topical issues affecting the students or community, profiles of noteworthy individuals.

The short feature article is appropriate for the specified target audience. The article is at least 600 words long.

The student has used, with some control, a range of appropriate feature article conventions. For example: first person narrative voice to create a personal tone, anecdotes, imagery, quotes, and active voice, using and/or adapting the features to communicate with the target audience.

The student has used grammatical and structural devices that are appropriate for short feature articles, the school magazine, and the target audience, such as Wall Street Journal structure. For example: mostly controlled sentences, paragraphs, some paragraph linking, quotations, appropriate vocabulary, and mostly accurate spelling and punctuation. 

Errors in the text do not substantially interfere with the reader’s understanding of, or engagement with, the text.


	The student has presented a developed, crafted short feature article on an appropriate topic for a school magazine. 
For example: a sporting, music or arts event, school or student initiatives such as sustainability or environmental groups, topical issues affecting the students or community, profiles of noteworthy individuals.

The short feature article is appropriate for the target audience. The article is at least 600 words long.

The student has used, with control, a range of appropriate feature article conventions. For example: first person narrative voice to create personal tone, anecdotes, imagery, quotes, active voice, using and/or adapting the features appropriately to communicate with the target audience.

The student has demonstrated control of a range of grammatical and structural devices that are appropriate for short feature articles, the magazine and the target audience, such as Wall Street Journal structure. For example: a range of sentence structures that assist narrative flow, controlled short paragraphs and paragraph linking, selective attributed quotations, appropriate and varied vocabulary, and accurate spelling and punctuation.  

Minor errors in the text do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of, or engagement with, the text.
	The student has presented a developed, effectively crafted short feature article on an appropriate topic for a school magazine. 
For example: a sporting, music or arts event, school or student initiatives such as sustainability or environmental groups, topical issues affecting the students or community, profiles of noteworthy individuals.

The short feature article is appropriate for the target audience. The article is at least 600 words long.

The student has used, with effective control, a range of appropriate feature article conventions. For example: first person narrative voice to create personal tone, anecdotes, imagery, quotes, active voice, using and/or adapting the features appropriately to communicate to the target audience with impact.

The student has demonstrated effective control of a range of grammatical and structural devices that are appropriate for short feature articles, the magazine and the target audience, such as Wall Street Journal structure. For example: a range of sentence structures that create a sense of narrative flow and rhythm, controlled and effective paragraphs and paragraph linking, selective and appropriately attributed quotations placed in the flow of the text, varied and effective vocabulary, and accurate spelling and punctuation.  

Occasional minor errors have no impact on the reader’s understanding of, or engagement with, the text.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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