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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


This assessment involves the choreography of a section of dance for a group dance work.  The choreographer can perform in the group dance.

Conditions:

For this assessment activity the choreography will be based on a triptych art work. The standard intends that the dance should be choreographed for a group of three or more and that the work should include the dancers interacting with each other in a variety of relationships and/or formations. Each choreographer is to contribute a minimum of 1 min. to the dance work.

If it proves difficult to find a suitable triptych then three aspects of one art work could be chosen or three different art works dealing with similar themes.

An example of a brief related to a specific art work has been given in the student instructions.  This can be varied and/or rewritten depending on the art work chosen by the teacher. Please use this example to customise the student instructions and assessment schedule for other art works or other stimuli for choreography.
The choreography must demonstrate manipulation of the elements of dance and choreographic devices to contribute to the communication of the group idea related to the art work.

It is not necessary for the sections of dance choreographed for this standard to be combined into one dance work.  However, the art work should provide a linking or connecting aspect to the separate sections.

The focus for assessing this task is the choreography of the dance section not the performance of it.  However, students do need to know that the clarity and manner of its performance will influence how the choreography is seen and the idea communicated. Refer to Explanatory Note 9 of the generic Achievement Standard outline.
It is intended that assessment will take place during normal class sessions using the student’s peer group as an audience.

Resource requirements 

For the choreographic task, students will be given a written sheet which includes: 

· the composition brief, assessment information and details of the performance space

· A template for student use to explain choreographic intention and choices 

The teacher needs to provide three pieces of music from which the students can choose as accompaniment for the dance. 

It is not intended that costumes or props are used in the choreography. 

Students must be able to present their choreographed sections in a space that they have rehearsed in and that accommodates the dance comfortably, enabling a safe and focussed performance.

Video recording of individual student’s dance work in progress and when complete will provide feedback to students and support assessment judgements. 
Additional information:

Teachers will need to manage the undertaking of this task to ensure that individual work is authentic and that there is equity of time and opportunity for all students.

The final video recording will capture the dancers in the space without camera movement.

Resource Websites:

www.artfind.co.nz
www.artport.co.nz
www.artport.co.nz/view.php?sid=605&p_cat=7 to view artwork used in this brief

www.artlex.com
www.metmuseum.org
Resources 

Contemporary Dance Aotearoa – Video, Ministry of Education, 2004

Dancemakers – DVD, Ministry of Education 2006
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Student Instructions Sheet

To gain this achievement standard you will use a triptych, a painting with three panels, as a stimulus for choreographing a section of a dance. 

The sequence is to be for a group of three dancers and your section should be at least one minute long and should communicate an idea inspired by the painting. You and two other dancers will perform your section.  The sections will be performed in the order that they are seen in the triptych from left to right. Each section will be assessed individually but just as a triptych has connecting elements, your section must have a thread that connects it to the other two sections of the dance. 

You must individually choreograph a sequence that is based on one of the panels in the triptych and you must communicate an idea that the painting inspires you to think about.  In order to formulate your idea you must find out as much as you can about the painting and the artistic idea behind it.  Often the title will give you some clues.  You must also look at the composition of the painting and observe aspects such as the use of colour, texture and form, use of motif and subject matter.

For example, to make an original and imaginative sequence related to Indigenous Abstract by Heathermeg you might use for panel one:

· A motif to reflect the contrast between the shape and size of the weaving and the mountain 

· Repetition and development of the motif using the choreographic devices of fragmentation and embellishment

· Pathways that reflect the lines in the weaving and the mountain 

· Body shapes that  overlap and/or connect with other dancers to reflect the shapes in the weaving

· Contrasting sizes and energy to reflect light and dark, heavy and light as used in the painting

To make an original and imaginative sequence related to Indigenous Abstract by Heathermeg you might use for panel two:

· A motif to reflect the symmetry and asymmetry of the branch and leaves 

· Repetition and development of the motif using the choreographic devices of augmentation and inversion

· Pathways that reflect the lines of the leaves and use meeting and parting

· The use of counterbalance and angular shapes inspired by the pattern of the leaves

· Contrasting sizes, energy and spatial relationships to reflect the pattern of the leaves

To make an original and imaginative sequence related to Indigenous Abstract by Heathermeg you might use for panel three:

· A motif that reflects the contrast between the weight, shape and size of the stones and the fern leaf  

· Repetition and development of the motif using the choreographic devices of augmentation and fragmentation

· Locomotor and non-locomotor movements that suggest the possible rolling movement of the rocks and the waving movement of the fern

· Weight-bearing and connections between dancers

· Use of the elements of time and energy to reflect the increasing and decreasing size and weight of the stones 

Your choreography will be assessed before it is incorporated into the final group piece. The performance should be well rehearsed showing clear and precise movements so that your choreography looks effective.

Your teacher will provide you with 3 pieces of music. From these you will select   appropriate music for your dance.

Write a paragraph describing your idea about Limitations.  State your choreographic intention and explain how some of your choreographic decisions help to show the idea you have about limitations. This will not be assessed but will assist the assessor to understand your work.
This choreography will be assessed towards the end of Term Three in the dance room. 

Dance Achievement Standard 2.1 – Choreograph a section of dance for a group. 

Assessment schedule – Three Part Harmony
	Evidence
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	An original section of a dance for three people has been choreographed and presented that is appropriate to the brief and is at least one minute long 


	The elements of dance are manipulated and choreographic devices used to communicate an idea, mood or image in a section of dance for a group.

A movement motif has been created 

E.g.

· The motif has some connection to the image or idea of the painting

· The motif copies one of the images in the painting

· The motif relates to the choreographic intention of the section


	The elements of dance are manipulated and choreographic devices used to communicate an idea, mood or image in an interesting way.

An interesting movement motif has been created

E.g. 

· The motif relates strongly to the image or idea of the painting

· The motif shows some degree of abstraction 

· The motif supports the choreographic intention of the section


	The elements of dance are manipulated and choreographic devices used to communicate an idea, mood or image in an imaginative way.

An imaginative movement motif has been created 

E.g. 

· The motif captures the essence of the image or idea of the painting

· The motif is shown in an abstract form

· The motif strongly supports the choreographic intention of the section



	
	The movement motif has been varied using choreographic devices such as fragmentation, augmentation.

E.g.

· The development of the motif demonstrates the ability to make movement larger and smaller


	The movement motif has been varied in interesting ways using choreographic devices such as fragmentation, augmentation.
E.g.

· The variation demonstrates some contrast 

· The development of the motif demonstrates the ability to isolate and repeat a segment of the motif 


	The movement motif has been varied in imaginative ways using choreographic devices such as fragmentation, augmentation.
E.g.

· The variation demonstrates contrast in dynamics

· The development demonstrates the ability to isolate a segment of the motif to enhance or emphasise the idea for the dance

	
	Elements of dance are manipulated to communicate an idea 

E.g.

The three dancers are combined in still shapes that use more than one level, some body part connections, involve more than one body base. Spaces between dancers tend to be equidistant.


	Elements of dance are manipulated in interesting ways to communicate an idea 

E.g.

The three dancers are combined in still shape that use more than one level, a variety of body part connections, involve balance and/or counter balance and a variety of body bases.


	Elements of dance are manipulated in varied and imaginative ways to communicate an idea perceptively

E.g.

The three dancers are combined in still shapes that use three different levels, unusual body part connections, involve balance and weight bearing and a variety of body bases.

The positive and negative shapes formed by dancers bodies are imaginative and are

not equidistant

	
	Ideas related to the artwork are in some way evident in the dance work.
	Ideas related to the artwork are clearly evident in the dance work and expressed in an interesting way
	Ideas related to the artwork are clearly evident in the dance work and expressed in an imaginative way. 
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