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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:

Students will develop a concept for a dance work, choreograph a dance which realises the concept, and present the dance to an audience. The performance of the choreography will be supported by the use of lighting, costumes and a set which relate to the concept of the dance.  The stimulus for this dance will come from a New Zealand short story and the concept for the dance must include a New Zealand flavour.

Conditions: 

The concept will include information about the chosen short story, the choreographic intention, and will explain and justify decisions made about the use of the elements, structure and devices, and the use of production technologies. This information may be in a written, visual and/or oral form (e.g. diagrams, photos). Templates are provided to assist students to complete this process.

It is intended that this dance is choreographed for a group of at least 3 dancers.

The choreographer may not perform in his/her own work.  The choreography should be at least 3 minutes long.  Students need to choose an object from or related to the story and use it in an integral way in the dance.

The performance of the choreographed work is intended to be for an audience; however, as the choreography and the technical elements are the main focus for assessment (not the performance by the dancers), the work should be assessed at a time other than the performance eg at the final technical rehearsal.  It may be helpful to see the dance twice; once focused on the choreography without supporting technologies and again with all technologies operating.  This should give a clearer idea of the impact of the technologies used.

As students work collaboratively with others (e.g. other dancers, production technicians), ideas about the concept, design ideas and movements for the dance may be generated collectively. The choreographer may include or adapt any of these to suit the concept and/or intention of the work, but he or she must assume overall responsibility for the final product that is to be assessed and must be able to explain and justify the relevance of movement and design choices. 

It is intended that students work within the boundaries of the available and appropriate production technologies within their school. Teachers will need to alert students as to what is available and how these may be accessed and used. 

For example, students will need to given a copy of the lighting plot. This will show them the placement of lights on the lighting grid and the colours of the gels.  They will need to have the uses/effects of the lighting demonstrated and have some time for experimentation. It is suggested that all students make their choices of lighting using the same plot as rigging separate lighting for each choreographer is likely to be impractical.  Lighting cues are deliberately limited in number to 5 to encourage students to think carefully about their lighting choices.

A short list of choices for the set design have been included in the Student Instruction Sheet.  These can be varied by the teacher according to materials available but it is recommended that the number of choices be very limited so that the focus is on the design process and choices that the students make.

Additional information:

Prior to and during the process of concept development, choreography and rehearsal, teachers will need to provide pertinent learning experiences and on-going consultation/feedback opportunities.

For instance, students may need assistance to: 

a) Determine a choreographic intention for their work. This can develop from close reading and discussions about the chosen short story and its images, themes, characters, setting etc
b) Design lighting and a set for the dance. Students will need instruction on principles of lighting and set design for dance as well as some time practically experimenting with ideas.  Worksheets are included to assist students with the set design process.

c) Recall and further practise choreographic processes, devices and structures that are useful for consideration to realise their viewpoint/choreographic intention. Analysing the use of elements structures and/or choreographic devices in videoed examples of dance can be helpful.

Templates are provided as a guide for teachers and students and can be adjusted to accommodate the specific needs of your class. Students can use the templates to record their choreographic decisions, design ideas and use of production technologies. It may be useful for students to use these templates to guide their process and then to be given another copy on which to record final decisions.

Students dancing in the work may be assessed in their performance to meet Achievement Standard 3.3 – so long as the choreography produced enables students to meet the requirements of this standard.
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Student Instructions Sheet

To gain this achievement standard you will use part of or an entire New Zealand short story as a stimulus for developing a concept and choreographing a dance that has a New Zealand flavour.  You will also design the set, costumes and lighting, choose the accompaniment and you will present the dance to an audience with the use of appropriate and available stage technologies. 

The dance is to be for a group of three or more dancers and should be at least three minutes long. As the choreographer, you will not perform in the dance.

For assessment you will:

· choreograph a dance based on your chosen short story

· hand in a portfolio of information that describes your concept, including your choreographic intention and the decisions you have made about the choreography and use of stage technologies

· present a performance of your dance using the relevant/available  stage technologies that you have designed.

You must produce a dance that is based on a short story.  In order to formulate your choreographic intention you will need to understand the plot, characters, themes, setting, structure and style of the story.  You will also need to have an understanding of what makes the story a distinctively New Zealand short story.

This might be evident in:

· The location, e.g. New Zealand flora and fauna, recognisable buildings, recognisable or typical landscapes, the weather

· Activities associated with New Zealand lifestyle e.g. a hängi, a barbecue, sport

· New Zealand issues e.g. race relations, migration, urban drift etc.

· The use of New Zealand colloquial language 

Your choreography should be based on your short story but you should aim to do more than just re-tell the story in dance form.  You may choose to focus on only one aspect within the story. 

Weaving in the Story

Your choreography must include all of the following:
· Three moments of stillness, which represent images found in the story and which creatively use aspects of body awareness, space and relationships

· A piece of text from the story integrated as a spoken accompaniment for your dance, e.g. as a chant, as random speech, as single words

· An object that is chosen from or related to the short story, which then becomes significant in the dance work. (See Relationships below.)

Choreographic Choices

A motif (a single movement or short combination of movements), that is a core statement of your dance and is based on an important image or idea from the story.  This motif should be repeated and developed using at least 2 of:

· Augmentation 

· Inversion 

· Fragmentation

Relationships
Your dancers must show a connection with the object chosen from your story to be a part of your set design.  (See Set Design information below.)  Connections can be:

· Physical ie dancers can handle the object

· As a focus point

· As a spatial relationship eg dancers might move around the object

Structure

Your choreography must use one of the following structures:

· Accumulation

· ABA 

· AB

· Narrative

The Rehearsal Process

For assessment, your choreography will need to be well rehearsed. You will need to plan, negotiate and confirm a rehearsal schedule with your dancer(s). During these sessions you will:

· explain and workshop your concept
· explore a variety of movements
· select, develop and refine your choreography. It is important that your dancers understand your choreographic intention so this can be communicated in the dance. 
· explore and refine your design ideas and use of production technologies

· communicate your requirements to technical and support people

· supervise final rehearsals in the performance space.

You will need to make notes and diagrams throughout this process, and record important decisions that you make.  You can use the Concept template that has been provided for this.

The Design Aspects

Set Design

You must design a set that relates to your story and which enhances the New Zealand flavour of your dance.  You may choose one of the ideas below to be materials in your set:

· Natural, found materials  eg a tree branch, sand and shells, driftwood, 

· A New Zealand symbol which relates to your story in some way eg flag

· One or more typical New Zealand household items eg a patio chair

The object you have chosen from or related to the story must be placed so that it can be focused upon and used in a significant way.

Remember not to clutter your dance space or create obstacles for your dancers.

Lighting

You will be given a copy of the lighting plot.  You will design the lighting for your dance.  You may use a maximum of 5 lighting changes throughout the performance of your dance to enhance the movements, highlight aspects of the set, create mood etc.

Costume

You are allowed to use clothing of various colours to enhance the ideas and the movement in your dance.  You must justify your colour choice for each dancer.  The style of clothing should be kept simple.

Music/Sound

You may use live music, sounds that the dancers make or recorded music that relates closely to the idea of your dance. make sure that your sound design allows the dancers’ voices to be heard. You may not use music with lyrics.

Concept

Your concept information must be clearly explained and should include:

· A statement about the short story that you are using and its New Zealand  flavour.

· An explanation of your choreographic intention.

· Justifications for the important movement choices you have made ie show how they relate to your choreographic intention.

· An annotated diagram of your set design with explanations for the choices you have made.

· Your lighting plan that explains at least 3 effects you wanted to achieve and the reasons for these.

· A diagram showing the design for at least 2 of the costumes with an explanation for your colour choices.

· The title and composer of the music you have used (if used) and the reasons for your decision to use that music/sound.  Explain how at least one section of your dance was enhanced by your music/sound choice.

· If music does not accompany your work, provide an explanation and justification for this choice. 

· An explanation and justification for your choice about the use of voice and text in the dance work

A Concept template has been provided that will help you to organise and report on your ideas.

The Performance

Your dance work will be presented at a performance before an invited audience. You will use as many of your technical design aspects as can be practically managed in the performance.

The performance will show your concept related to a short story and its ‘NZ flavour’ - where your choreographic intention, movement and production design choices come together to support each other.

Your Concept portfolio of notes and diagrams is to be presented before the assessment of your choreographed work on_________________________.

Date for performance of dance work_______________________________.
Concept

Title of Dance ________________________________ 

Choreographer____________________________________


Write a paragraph to explain your choreographic intention ie what do you want your choreography to express.


Describe aspects of the New Zealand flavour that you have included in your dance. 


Movement Choices

Draw and describe the movement/s of a central motif you have used in your choreography.


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Explain how you have used and/or varied and developed this motif.


Explain how this motif and its variations relate to the story and to your choreographic intention.


Justify some of your other movement choices by showing how they relate to your choreographic intention.  You might comment on body shapes, choices of locomotor or non-locomotor movement, pathways used, groupings etc.

Draw/diagram








Draw/diagram








Draw diagram








Draw/diagram


Draw/diagram








Choose one of the above movement choices and explain how it demonstrates a New Zealand flavour.


Weaving in the Story

Still Moments

Draw a diagram to show each of the 3 still moments you have chosen.

Diagram


Diagram


Diagram


The Text
Object

Identify the object you have chosen from the story (or is related to the story in some way) to use as a prop.  

Explain why you chose this object.


Describe and draw three of the connections your dancers make with this object in your dance.  Remember connection can be:

· Physical ie dancers can handle the object

· As point of focus

· As a spatial relationship eg dancers might move around the object
Diagram


Diagram


Diagram


Production Technologies

Set Design

Comment on the overall effect you wanted to achieve with your set design.
Explain what influenced your decision to choose natural, found materials  eg a tree branch, a New Zealand symbol or one or more typical New Zealand household items eg a patio chair in your set design. 


What ideas from your story are emphasized or reflected in your set?

Use the separate page provided to draw and write notes about your set design.

Lighting

You may use a maximum of 5 lighting changes throughout the performance of your dance to enhance the movements, highlight aspects of the set, create mood etc.  Comment on the overall effect you wanted to achieve with your lighting.


Use the grid below to record and explain your decisions about lighting.

Lighting
	Cue
	Which Lights/Levels
	Effect that I want
	Reasons

	Eg
	Blue cyc lights 10

Gold from SR side lights at very low level building to 6 over intro


	Give the idea of the beach at dawn.  Create a feeling of peace with the scene waking slowly
	Want the audience to slowly become aware of the gentle repetitious movements.  Chose blue because…

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	


Costumes

Design



Explain your choice of colour and style


Design



Explain your choice of colour and style


Design



Explain your choice of colour and style


Sound/Music


Final

Set Design







Assessment schedule: Dance/3/1 – A4: A Slice of Life

	Evidence
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	The student provides written and/or visual information that describes the concept for the dance work and justifies movement and design choices.


	A developed concept for a dance work is presented. 

E.g.
The aspects of the chosen short story explored in the dance are outlined.

The choreographic intention is clear and shows some relationship to the chosen short story.

Aspect(s) of a ‘NZ flavour’ are identified and included in the ideas for the dance.
The choreographic and production technology choices and designs are illustrated with some explanation of the way they relate to the choreographic intention. 


	A well-developed concept for a dance work is presented.

E.g.
The aspects of the chosen short story explored in the dance are described in detail.

The choreographic intention is clear has some depth of thinking and relates to the chosen short story. 

Aspect(s) of a ‘NZ flavour’ are identified and developed in the ideas for the dance.

The choreographic and production technology choices and designs are fully illustrated with some explanation and justification in terms of the choreographic intention.


	A well-developed and cohesive concept for a dance work is presented.

E.g.
The aspects of the chosen short story explored in the dance are described and explained in detail.

The choreographic intention is clear, has complexity and depth of thinking and integrates the chosen short story.
Aspect(s) of a ‘NZ flavour’ are identified and fully integrated in the ideas for the dance. 

The choreographic and production technology choices and designs are fully illustrated, explained and justified in terms of the choreographic intention.

Choreographic and design choices and the ideas from the story are interrelated to produce a unified concept that has a New Zealand flavour.



	A rehearsed group choreography is presented in a performance. The work is at least 3 minutes long.


	Choreographic choices and manipulation of the dance elements, devices and structures support the communication of the choreographic intention. 

E.g.

Choreographic choices reflect ideas/images from the chosen story.

The manipulation produces a dance work that may have limited detail, range and depth, variation and/or development.

A ‘NZ flavour’ is evident in the choreographed work.
	Choices and manipulation of the dance elements, devices and structures effectively support the communication of the choreographic intention.

E.g.

Choreographic choices reflect ideas/images from the chosen story in interesting and effective ways.

The manipulation produces a dance work with some detail, range and depth, variation and development.

A ‘NZ flavour’ is clearly evident in the dance and is shown in an effective way.
	Choices and manipulation of the dance elements, devices and structures effectively support and enhance the communication of the choreographic intention.

E.g.

Choreographic choices reflect ideas/images from the chosen story in original and imaginative ways. 

The manipulation produces a dance work that has clarity, detail, range and depth, variation and development.

A ‘NZ flavour’ is clearly evident in the dance.  It is integrated into the work with imagination and originality.


	The choreography is presented with relevant production technologies, as outlined in the concept.  This includes the use of costumes, lighting, music or sound and aspects of the set design.


	The dance is presented with relevant available production technologies that support the dance work.

E.g.

The design and use of set, lighting, costumes and sound relate in some ways to the choreographic intention. 

Their application supports the performance of the dance but may be undeveloped.


	The dance is presented with relevant available production technologies that effectively support the dance work.

E.g.

The design and use of set, lighting, costumes and sound support the communication of the choreographic intention. 

Their application is interesting, developed, and effectively supports the performance of the dance. 


	The dance is presented with relevant available production technologies that effectively support and enhance the dance work.

E.g.

The design and use of set, lighting, costumes and sound strongly support the communication of the choreographic intention.

Their application is imaginative, developed and effectively supports and enhances the performance of the dance.




The judgement should be holistic, based on the balance of evidence presented for assessment.







Describe movement


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain relationship to choreographic intention


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Describe movement


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain relationship to choreographic intention


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Describe movement


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain relationship to choreographic intention


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





























________________________________________

















Describe movement


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain relationship to choreographic intention


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Describe movement


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain relationship to choreographic intention


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Use/variation 1


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Use/variation 2


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Use/variation 3


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

















Identify the short story you are using as the stimulus for your choreography.











Briefly summarise the story. 


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Explain the aspects of the story that have been important in developing your ideas for your choreography.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Year of publishing on TKI

















_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Describe still moment


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how it relates to an image in the story


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Describe still moment


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how it relates to an image in the story


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Describe still moment


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how it relates to an image in the story


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Quote the words you are using from the story.


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how you are using them in your dance eg as a chant, random speech etc


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





What effect are you trying to achieve?


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Describe connection


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how it relates to your choreographic intention


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

















Describe the connection


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how it relates to your choreographic intention


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Describe the connection


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how it relates to your choreographic intention


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Title and composer (if used) _______________________________________





Reasons for your decision to use that sound/music.  


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Explain how at least one section of your dance was enhanced by your sound/music choice.


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





OR 





Explain why you have chosen no sound/music to accompany your dance (other than text from the story).





_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
































Write notes in the boxes to explain aspects of your set design and how it relates to your concept.






































PAGE  
1
© Crown 2006


