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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:

Students will perform a rehearsed solo that uses a prop as an integral part of the dance. The solo can be in any appropriate genre e.g. Jazz, Ethnic Dance, Hip Hop, Contemporary, etc

Conditions:

This activity requires that the performer use and manipulate a prop as an integral and significant part of the dance work. 

The student must hand in a written outline of the dance work which states the choreographic and expressive intention of the work in which his/her performance is being assessed.  This outline is not assessed but assists in the making of assessment decisions.

The performer should dance for three to five minutes and will observe public performance protocols.  These include:

· Wearing appropriate clothing or costumes  

· Wearing appropriate footwear for the genre  

· Beginning from a still position or making an entrance from outside the performance space. 

· Ending in a still shape followed by an appropriate exit 

· Projecting the dance to the audience space. 

· Cueing music for the sound operator.

In addition, the student may also perform with lighting and a set but teachers should ensure that the lighting is adequate to allow a clear video to be recorded for moderation purposes.

Assessment will occur at a live performance of the choreographed work. A video of the work will be taken for moderation purposes.
Assessment will require the performer to demonstrate the use and manipulation of a prop as an integral and significant part of the work. The assessment will also require the dancer to show technique, focus, projection, and the use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance work.

The choreography for the dance work may be created by the performer, the teacher, a guest choreographer or another student, provided that it is appropriate to the skill level of the performer, fulfils the requirements of the task and permits achievement at all levels of the standard.

Resource requirements:

A physical environment with space that accommodates the dance and enables a safe and focused performance is required.

Props could include: hoop, bag, rope, chair, sheet, ‘junk’ object, etc or an object with cultural significance, e.g. castanets, rakau, fan, swords, poi. Note that protocols associated with cultural artefacts will need to be observed.

Video recording equipment is necessary, to record rehearsals for feedback to individuals and for support of assessment judgements.

Additional information:

The student may perform choreography produced in Dance Achievement Standard 3.1, so long as the choreography enables the performing student to meet the requirements of AS 3.2.

The prop to be used by the students may be selected by the choreographer and/or by negotiation with the students. Depending on the nature of the prop and the choreographer’s intention for the work, a significant amount of exploration and practice with the prop may need to take place before the choreography is set/taught.

It is intended that the student learns and demonstrates safe physical dance practice when using the prop. This will underpin the teaching, rehearsing and performance of the choreography.

It is important that manipulation or use of the prop encourages imaginative body movement (with changes in space, time, energy and relationships) and is an integral part of  the dance, rather than being the prime focus. 
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For this activity, you will perform a solo dance work that involves the use and manipulation of a prop as an integral and significant part of the choreography. This solo will be taught to you by the choreographer of the work or you may choreograph it yourself. 

Depending on your choice of prop you might use it  to: 

· To support your body using a variety of body bases

· To embellish or exaggerate your movements

· Provide a focus for your dance 

· Add rhythm to your performance 

· Become an extension of your body

· Represent a character or an idea

You will be required to perform for three to five minutes and the dance will be presented for assessment using public performance protocols.

You will also be required to hand in a written outline of the dance work. This will include: 

· the name of the choreographer

· the title of the dance

· identification of the accompanying music/sound (title, composer, performers)

· an explanation of the choice of prop and/or protocols surrounding its use

· a brief summary of the choreographic intention of the dance 

The outline will not be assessed but it will help you to clarify aspects of your performance and will help the marker to assess your performance.  

The outline must be handed in before your performance in the week of ……………………...

The Rehearsal Process

You will learn, rehearse and refine the dance work in a series of rehearsals that will take place over several weeks. The choreographer, if this is not you, may create the dance from predetermined movements as well as those that emerge from working with you in exploration or improvisational activities. 

During these rehearsal sessions your choreographer will:

· Explain the concept and choreographic intention

· Lead activities that will help you to become familiar with the prop and to explore movement and expressive possibilities associated with its use 

· Teach, develop and refine the choreography

· Explain and refine the dance design plan e.g. use of costumes, props, lighting if required

If you are the choreographer you will:

· Define your concept and choreographic intention

· Experiment with the prop and to explore movement and expressive possibilities associated with its use 

· Develop, refine and rehearse the choreography

· Develop and refine the dance design plan e.g. use of costumes, props, lighting

In preparation for the presentation of the dance you will:

· Learn and rehearse your dance with your prop 

· Rehearse in the performance space 

· Rehearse with costumes, set etc. that you are using for the performance

· Rehearse with technical support where available

The Performance

For this performance you will observe public performance protocols.  For example,

· You will be dressed in appropriate clothing or costume

· You will not wear any jewellery that is not part of your costume  

· You will wear appropriate footwear for the genre you are dancing.  

· You will begin from a still position or make an entrance from outside the performance space. 

· You will end in a still shape followed by an appropriate exit 

· Your prop (if it begins on stage) will be in position before you make your entrance.

· You will project your dance to the audience space 

· You will cue your music for the sound operator.

In the performance you will be assessed on:

Technique

· Your accuracy in performing the movements as they were taught to you

· Your control, skill  and fluency in performing the movements of the dance

· The ways that you manipulate and interact with the prop e.g. 

· Your handling and control of the prop

· Your use of the prop to communicate the choreographic intention

· The spatial relationships you establish 

Focus

· Your focus on both your prop and outwards to the audience, and elsewhere as required by your choreogrpahy.

Expression

· Your ability to communicate the ideas in the dance

· Your abilty to show the motivations for your movements

· The ability to express the feelings required by the work

Dynamics

· Your use of time and energy variations to add interest and to convey ideas to the audience

Projection

· Your ability to convey energy and meaning to the audience 

· Your ability to perform convincingly

Date for assessment of your performance:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________

Assessment schedule: Dance/3/2 – B4:  Prop Me Up!

	Evidence
	Achievement
	Merit
	 Excellence

	The student performs a choreographed solo dance work using public performance protocols.

The student is actively involved in the dance for 3 – 5 minutes, and uses/manipulates a prop as an integral and significant part of the work.


	The student performs the dance work with accuracy, clarity and control of technique.  

E.g.

· Technical competence is evident but not consistent throughout the dance.

· Movements are generally accurate and controlled most of the time.
· Spatial awareness is evident some of the time
· Timing is generally accurate
· The student uses and manipulates the prop accurately and with control most of the time


	The student performs the dance work with consistent accuracy, clarity and control of technique.  E.g.

· Technical competence is evident and mostly consistent  throughout the dance.

· Movements and the manipulation of the prop are accurate, clear and controlled. 
· Spatial awareness is evident and timing is  accurate.

· The student uses and manipulates the prop with skill and effectiveness

	The student performs the dance with consistent accuracy, clarity and fluent control of technique.
E.g.

· Technical competence is evident and is sustained throughout the dance.

· Movements and the manipulation of the prop show accuracy, clarity and control, and fluidity and fluency are sustained
· An excellent sense of timing and spatial awareness is apparent.

· The student uses and manipulates the prop with expert skill and sustained effectiveness


	
	The student performs the dance work with focus, projection, use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance style and/or the choreographic intention, without significant hesitation or inconsistency. 

E.g.

· Focus is out towards the audience most of the time

· There is some individual expression in communicating the ideas and feelings in the work 

· Dynamic awareness is evident some of the time.

· The meaning of the dance is communicated.

	The student performs the dance work with effective focus, projection, use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance style and/or the choreographic intention to give a convincing performance.  

E.g.

· Communication with the audience is effective and sustained most of the time

· Dynamic awareness is evident most of the time

· Individual expression in communicating the ideas, motivations and feelings in the work  is evident most of the time.

· The meaning of the work is communicated effectively and with energy.

	The student performs the dance work with consistently effective focus, projection, use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance style and/or the choreographic intention producing a completely convincing and assured performance. 

E.g.

· Rapport with the audience is established and sustained

· Sustained use of appropriate focus and dynamics

· Individual expression in communicating the ideas, motivations and feelings in the work  is clearly evident and sustained.

· The meaning of the dance is communicated with  imagination, energy and artistry. 




The judgement should be holistic, based on the balance of evidence presented for assessment.[image: image2.png]
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