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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:

For this activity the student will perform in a rehearsed group dance work to an audience.  The dance has been choreographed by another student using assessment activity AS 3.1 “A Slice of Life” which uses a New Zealand short story as a stimulus for the choreography. The teacher needs to check that the choreographed work will meet the expectations and demands of a Level 3 performance standard. 

Conditions:

Students will need a significant period of time to work with the choreographer and to learn this dance for assessment. 

Although the student will learn and perform as a part of a group, assessment is based on his/her individual performance. Each student must be actively involved in the performance for 3 – 5 minutes. 

The performer should observe public performance protocols.  These include:

·   Wearing appropriate clothing or costumes  

·   Wearing appropriate footwear for the genre  

·   Beginning from a still position or making an entrance from outside the performance space. 

·   Ending in a still shape followed by an appropriate exit 

·   Projecting the dance to the audience space. 

·   Cueing music for the sound operator.

Each student will also present an outline of the choreographic intent  of the dance and his/her role which will be used to assist in the assessment of the performance in the areas of expression, focus, technique, and projection.  This outline will not be assessed.

In addition students may also perform with lighting and a set but the teacher should ensure that the lighting is adequate to allow a clear video to be recorded for moderation purposes.

Assessment will occur at a live performance of the choreographed work. A video of the work will be taken for moderation purposes.

Assessment will require the performer to demonstrate sensitivity to and rapport with other dancers, and an understanding of the choreographic intention. The assessment will also require the dancer to show technique, focus, projection, use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance work.

Resource requirements:

A physical environment with space that accommodates the dance and enables a safe and focused performance.

Video recording equipment, to record rehearsals for feedback and for support of assessment judgements.
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To gain this achievement standard you will perform in a choreographed group dance work based on a New Zealand short story.  You will be actively performing in the dance for 3 – 5 minutes.  Although you will learn and perform the dance in a group, assessment will be based on your individual performance. 

The Rehearsal Process

Your choreographer has selected a New Zealand short story with a distinctive New Zealand flavour as the stimulus for the dance.  As a performer you should read the chosen short story to ensure you understand its themes and ideas.  You should also make sure you understand your choreographer’s interpretation of the story.

During rehearsals, the concept, choreographic intention, and design plan (includes accompaniment, costumes, lighting….) for the dance work will be explained to you by the choreographer.  

You will learn, rehearse and refine your performance of the dance work in a series of rehearsals over several weeks. At times, you may be asked to explore some ideas or contribute some movements that are relevant to the work.

Each group will be required to hand in a written outline of the dance work. This will include: 

· the name of the choreographer

· the title of the dance

· identification of the accompanying music/sound (title, composer, performers)

· title, author and a brief explanation of the short story

· the choreographic intention of the work

In addition each dancer must hand in a brief outline of his/her role in communicating the ideas in the dance.  This outline will not be assessed. 

Assessment

You will perform in the choreographed group dance work.  You will be assessed on the following:

Technique

· Your accuracy in performing the movements as they were taught to you

· Your control, skill  and fluency in performing the movements of the dance

Focus

· Your focus within the performance space  and outwards to the audience as required by your choreography

· The way you concentrate your energy in the dance

Expression

· Your ability to communicate the ideas in the dance

· Your abilty to show the motivations for your movements

· The ability to express the feelings required by the work

Dynamics

· Your use of time and energy variations to add interest and to convey ideas to the audience e.g. a smooth, flowing movement vs. a strong, explosive movement, as desired by the choreographer
Projection

· Your ability to convey energy and meaning to the audience 

· Your ability to perform convincingly

Ensemble Awareness - Your ability to show skills in:

· Spatial awareness – being in the right place at the right time in the dance, particularly in relation to other performers and the performance space

· Timing – Your timing and accuracy in unison movements

· Relating to and interacting with other performers in ways that are desired by the choreographer and safe dance practice

· Performer/audience connection – knowing and showing when the intention is for you to ‘stand out’ vs. when you are to be as ‘one with the group’. 

· Supporting the communication and/or expression of the dance work.

The Performance

For your assessment you will observe public performance protocols.  For example,

· You will be dressed in appropriate clothing or costume  

· You will wear appropriate footwear for the genre you are dancing  

· You will begin from a still position or make an entrance from outside the performance space 

· You will end in a still shape followed by an appropriate exit 

· If you are using props these will be in place before the performance

· You will project your dance to the audience space 

· Your music will be cued for the sound operator.

Time and date for assessment:

	Assessment Schedule: Dance/3/3 – A4: A Slice of Performance

	Task/Evidence
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	The student performs in a choreographed group dance based on a New Zealand short story. 

The student is actively involved in the dance for at least 3 minutes. 


	The student performs the dance work with accuracy, clarity and control of technique.  

E.g.

· Technical competence is evident but not sustained throughout the dance.

· Movement is generally accurate and controlled most of the time.
	The student performs the dance work with consistent accuracy, clarity and control of technique.  

E.g.
· Technical competence is evident and sustained through most the dance.

· Movement has accuracy, clarity and is controlled. 
	The student performs the dance work with consistent accuracy, clarity and fluent control of technique.  

E.g.
· Technical competence is evident and is sustained throughout the dance.

· Movement is consistently accurate and clear, with controlled and sustained fluency. 

	
	The student performs the dance work with focus, projection, use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance style and/or the choreographic intention, without significant hesitation or inconsistency. 

E.g.

· Focus is out towards the audience most of the time

· There is some individual expression in communicating the ideas and feelings in the work 

· Dynamic awareness is evident some of the time.

· The meaning of the dance is communicated.  
	The student performs the dance work with effective focus, projection, use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance style and/or the choreographic intention.  

E.g.

· Communication with the audience is effective and sustained most of the time

· Dynamic awareness is evident most of the time

· Individual expression in communicating the ideas, motivations and feelings in the work  is evident most of the time.

· The meaning of the work is communicated with imagination and energy.
	The student performs the dance work with consistently effective focus, projection, use of dynamics and expression appropriate to the dance style and/or the choreographic intention. 

E.g.

· Rapport with the audience is established and sustained

· Sustained use of appropriate focus and dynamics

· Individual expression in communicating the ideas, motivations and feelings in the work  is clearly evident.

· The meaning of the dance is communicated with  imagination, energy and artistry. 



	
	The student performs the dance work with appropriate ensemble skills. 

E.g.
· There is some evidence of the ability to relate to other dancers.
· Spatial awareness is evident some of the time.

· Timing is generally accurate.

· There is general consistency in communicating the choreographic intention.
	The student performs the dance work with effective ensemble skills to achieve a convincing overall performance.  

E.g.
· There is evidence of sensitivity to other dancers.
· Spatial awareness is evident and timing is  accurate.

· Convincing support for the communication of the choreographic intention.


	The student performs the dance work with accomplished ensemble skills to achieve a convincing and assured overall performance. 

 E.g.
· A high degree of sensitivity to other dancers is demonstrated.
· An excellent sense of timing and spatial awareness are apparent.
· Strong and convincing support for the communication of the choreogrpahic intention.
· An assured and confident performance.
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