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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


The teacher should explain elements and conventions and provide opportunities for exploration.

This activity enables students to structure, record and perform devised drama using drama elements and conventions in the context of interpreting or extending a myth. This activity builds on skills developed for AS Drama 1.2.  
The students will work in small groups. Each member of the group will explore set activities using interrelated elements and conventions of drama to develop a series of scenes. These will then be selectively structured to realise a devised drama, rehearsed, and performed to an invited audience.  The devising process will be recorded. 

Conditions:

The students will be expected to complete some of their work out of class. Each student must record key decisions and intentions appropriately, along with a play script, in their portfolio. It is suggested that six weeks be allowed for this activity, including pre-teaching a wide range of elements and conventions (which may, for example, have been completed in previous classes working towards AS Drama 1.2). Teachers will need to revisit elements and conventions covered before and explore role, tension, focus, and symbol.

Resource requirements 

· Chosen myth or story

· Glossary of structural conventions

· Glossary of elements of drama

The following are suggested, but not essential resources:

· tape recorder/CD player

· percussive instruments

· rostra/boxes to create levels

· loose cloth/fabric pieces

Additional information:

See Appendix A
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Student Instructions Sheet

This activity will take place over six weeks and will involve in-class and out-of-class time.

Introduction

The teacher will introduce a wide range of drama elements and conventions. You will structure a devised drama based on a given myth or story and using elements and conventions to create dramatic meaning.

For this activity you will work in both small groups and as a whole class to:

· explore appropriate structures

· devise drama for performance

· critique the work of others

You will record the process, your intentions and key decisions in your portfolio.

Task One – Choosing Starters

The teacher will read a myth or story with your whole group: e.g. 

· Persephone

· Hinemoa and Tutanekai

· A creation myth

· A local myth

· A short story, e.g. 
“It used to be Green Once” – Patricia Grace



“The Tournament” – Witi Ihimaera




· A myth from another culture, e.g. Chinese, Celtic.

Listen to and/or discuss the story again in order to gain a deeper understanding of it.

Record or sketch key moments in the action in your portfolio.

Task Two – Exploring Elements and Conventions

Apply the following activity to moments suggested by the story. Record what you did for each activity in your portfolio.

· A dream sequence representing a particular character’s experiences to create tension.  Small group, show the whole class.

· A sequence of five improvised frozen moments – each seeking to convey a point of focus.  Small group, show the whole class.

· A devised monologue exploring the thoughts of a character at a decisive moment to convey a mood.  Individually, show a partner.

· A devised response of a whole community (class) surrounding a character to explore role. (one verbal and one physical offer each).  After the first try, sequence responses to be more effective and run the activity again.

· A chorus of voices speaking a devised diary entry or poem to establish situation

· A devised moment 10 years in the future or the past to explore time.

· An improvised moment in which one character must ask a searching question of another.

· A devised dance or movement sequence to sign meaning

· A devised script of random lines offered by individual group members – concealed, revealed and sequenced. This should be done in small groups. Each member should write a line of dialogue, fold it over and pass it on to the next person. At the end all lines are revealed to create a random script. Groups should swap these and perform them.

· Devise two possible endings to explore the outcome of the performance.

Task Three – Structuring your Devised Drama

Choose a group of 4-5 people who can work together. 

In your group, 

· discuss the myth/story  

· write a sentence that captures the key idea you want to convey  

· record the key idea . This idea needs to relate to the chosen myth.

Structure a version of the myth or story using a range elements and conventions.  You may want to use some of the moments from Task two. Your devised drama should be approximately 15 minutes in length.  

Each member of the group needs to contribute to the discussion and take an active part in the devising and the performance.

Record the following in your portfolio:

· An outline of scenes for your chosen version.

· The range of elements and conventions chosen and why

· A List of characters

· Your dramatic intention

· A working play script

Task Four – Rehearsal

Rehearse your devised myth or story. During the rehearsal process you will need to make changes to your devised drama, e.g. connecting existing sequences through entrances/exits, blocking moves for actors, editing weaker sections of performance. Record the changes you make on your script and the reasons for the changes in your portfolio.

Task Five – Presentation

As a group, present your devised drama to an invited audience. Each student in the group needs to take an active part in the drama.

Task Six – Reflection

Record your answers to the following questions in your portfolio:

· Which elements and conventions worked to create the most powerful impact?

· How well did your changes to structure the performance work in practice?

· What were the most significant moments in your devised drama and why?

· What difficulties did you experience in the devising process?

· What were the most successful aspects of the devising process?

You will be assessed on 

· your ability to demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which to selectively structure devised work using elements and conventions 

· your record of the process, intentions and key decisions made, and your working play script

· your ability to communicate your ideas through performance of your devised drama

You will be assessed on your portfolio and your written reflection may be useful in the development of a response for external assessment of drama for achievement standard 2.6 (registration number 90304)

Assessment schedule    Drama/2/3 – A4
	Judgement towards Achievement
	Judgement towards Achievement with Merit
	Judgement towards Achievement with Excellence

	The student has participated in structuring a devised drama by selecting appropriate elements and conventions to create dramatic meaning

	The student has participated in coherently structuring a devised drama by selecting appropriate elements and conventions to create dramatic meaning
 
	The student has participated in coherently and perceptively structuring a devised drama by selecting appropriate elements and conventions to create dramatic meaning


	· The student has recorded the following:

1 Devised Drama

· Outline of scenes

· Reasons for elements and conventions chosen

· List of characters

· Intentions

· Reasons for changes in structure or performance made during rehearsal process

· Working play script

2 Activities

· Record of activities exploring 
elements and conventions

· The student has performed in a devised drama to realise a production concept based on a myth or story.

E.g. the student has taken a performance role in a devised version of the myth “Persephone”, exploring the concept of loss.
	· The student has recorded the following:

1 Devised Drama

· Outline of scenes

· Reasons for elements and 
conventions chosen

· List of characters

· Intentions

· Reasons for changes in structure or 
performance made during rehearsal 
process

· Working play script

2 Activities

· Record of activities exploring 
elements and conventions

· The student has performed in a devised drama to realise a clear production concept based on a myth or story.


E.g. the student has taken a performance role in a devised version of the myth “Persephone”, exploring the concepts of betrayal and loss in more than one context.
	· The student has recorded the following:

1 Devised Drama

· Outline of scenes

· Reasons for elements and 
conventions chosen

· List of characters

· Intentions

· Reasons for changes in structure or 
performance made during rehearsal 
process

· Working play script

2 Activities

· Record of activities exploring 
elements and conventions

· The student has performed in a devised drama to realise an effective and clear production concept based on a myth or story


E.g. the student has taken a performance role in a devised version of the myth “Persephone”, exploring the concepts of betrayal, loss and rebirth through several contexts and relating to the modern world.


Appendix A

Additional notes for teachers 

These additional notes are provided as guidance to teachers and assessors.

General

This activity enables students to structure devised drama using drama elements and conventions. The students will sequence appropriate elements and conventions.

The teacher should prepare an explanation of elements and conventions as used in the activity to reinforce student learning and provide opportunities for exploration.

The task is designed to suit students in a variety of communities and should not require adaptation. The approach is flexible and able to accommodate the particular interests of teachers and students.

Setting up the assignment 

Examples of elements and conventions are contained within the activity.

The following is a suggested timeline for this activity:

Week 1:
Exploration of elements and conventions

Week 2: 
Share myth/story

Week 3:
Apply elements and conventions to moments in the myth/story

Week 4:
Structure devised drama by selectively sequencing material

Week 5:
Rehearse

Week 6:
Present and reflect on devised drama.

The emphasis of this standard is on the student’s ability to structure devised drama, exploring elements and conventions and using them to shape a devised drama. Therefore, use of props, costumes and set have been limited. Basic rostra, percussive musical instruments and music to create mood are encouraged.

Emphasise to students that an active and co-operative participation in the devising process is important in working towards the final performance.  They need to keep a clear record of process, intentions and key decisions in their portfolio, as well as a working play script.

The size of groups will vary according to the myth or story chosen.
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