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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


Students will fulfil the production role of assistant director with responsibility as archivist for a significant production. The role of the assistant director is to support the director and requires research, attending planning meetings, understanding of the production concept and following closely the director’s process and work. 

An archivist is someone who collects documents such as letters, official papers, photographs, or recorded material and catalogues them for the interest of future researchers. 

In completing this activity students will:

· research and interpret the geographical, historical and sociological background to the play 

· collate and present archival material 

· contribute to the development of the production concept

· record on camera and video aspects of the production process 

· video the performance 

· document evaluation and feedback of the performance in consultation with the director

They will also keep a personal log of their own process recording their understanding of the role of an assistant director/archivist in a production team. 

Conditions:

As assistant director/archivist, students will need to be actively involved in planning and production processes. They will work closely with the director, the designer and the production team. 

Students will present their research orally and visually. They will provide evidence of their planning for recording the process and the production, a video of the performance and a record of evaluation and feedback.

This role could be carried out by one or more students, depending on the size of the class. If more than one student is assigned to this role, students will need to work collaboratively but provide individual evidence for assessment. The role could be suitable for a student who is also studying media studies or photography.

It is recommended that students be given ten weeks to complete the work required for this assessment. Pre-production planning with the director will need to be undertaken before this.

The production must be a significant production, whereby other students undertake acting and or other technical/production roles for this standard. The performance of this role might also be in association with an extra-curricular production.

In adapting this task for a different playtext teachers should ensure that the text selected allows sufficient opportunity for primary and secondary research of sufficient richness to support the development of a director’s production concept.  

Resource requirements:
It is intended that students should work within the boundaries of the available and appropriate production technologies of their school. They will need to be able to operate a digital or analogue stills camera and a digital or analogue video camera. They will need to have access to library and internet resources. 

Additional information:
It is intended that the major emphasis in this role be on the accurate and clear recording of significant material that will assist the director and allow the student to fulfil the production role. The recording of material for archival purposes creates a valuable resource for the production and the student in their role as assistant director/archivist.
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You will undertake the technical role of assistant director/archivist for a significant production. The role of the assistant director is to support the director and requires research, attending planning meetings, understanding of and contribution to the production concept and following closely the director’s process and work. An archivist is someone who collects and organises documents such as letters, official papers, photographs, or recorded material as an historical record and for the interest of future researchers. In this case you will be creating an archive of material about the researching, making, presenting, and reception of the significant production. You will need to keep a personal log recording your development as an assistant director/archivist. You will need to create a personal production schedule based on the director’s requirements.

The significant production for your class is ‘Daughters of Heaven’ by Michelanne Forster. To gain this achievement standard you will:

· research the period in New Zealand’s history in which the play is set, to provide additional information for the director, production team and cast 

· record the production process on camera and video 

· plan and then film a video record of the performance. 

· collect evaluations and feedback on the process and performances in consultation with the director.

You will be evaluated on:-

· your interpretation of your own research

· your understanding of and insight into the development of your role as an assistant director/archivist

· your active participation in the production process

· the skill with which you carry out your role as assistant director/archivist and the impact of your final product

Detailed Task Instructions 

Task One

Research 
· Understand your role as assistant director/archivist and write what you aim to achieve in regards to this production. This will help you track the development of your role throughout the assignment. The assistant director’s role in this case is to collate, record, and present information clearly and accurately so that it can be accessed and used easily by others. Much of the material we know about theatrical performances in the past comes from well archived materials. To understand this look at books on early New Zealand theatre history, and especially the introduction to ‘Land of the Moa’ by George Leitch. Your final archive will be a compilation of catalogued and annotated written, visual, video, and perhaps audio materials that document the background research into the play; the production process; the performance itself; and the response to the performance.

· In consultation with the director and designer, set three to five key questions about the geographical, historical, and sociological background to the play that could be explored through research. You will be researching these questions to help the production team formulate their concepts for direction and design of the text.

· Identify two or more of these and collate, record, and interpret your materials. Use both secondary and primary research sources. For example, in addressing the key historical question, “what was the event on which the play is based?” you could locate newspaper reports, photographs, maps, diagrams, film and other written material. And in addressing the key sociological question, “what was the public’s response to the event?” you could include video or audiotape interviews with people who were adolescents or adults during this period in New Zealand’s history.

· Present your research orally and visually (e.g. as a portfolio with commentary or a video). Your research presentation needs to be made two to three weeks from the beginning of the production period and contain in-depth and relevant material that addresses your key questions. You may continue to add to this material as the production period continues. Your presentation needs to identify and interpret material that will help the production team to formulate their production concepts. You will work closely with the director and production team in developing the production concept.

· Record the research process in your personal log.

Task Two

 Record the Production Process 
· You will need to be familiar with the terminology and operation of appropriate technology required for this role (e.g. audio and video recorders and stills camera).

· Read and analyse the script so that you have a comprehensive knowledge of the text; the better you understand the material you are working with the more likely it is that you will capture the important aspects of production and performance. Create a structured overview of it (see appendix A).

· Attend production meetings and record major decisions visually and in writing. You will need to work closely with the director during this phase. In your portfolio log ensure that you show understanding of your role as assistant director/archivist and how decisions made by the production team will inform the way you carry out your role. 

These could, for example, be decisions to do with the production schedule, with relative narrative weight given to different characters, with themes to foreground, with lighting hues and levels.

· Annotate your script during the rehearsal process to enable you to plan for the video recording. Create diagrams of the blocking and floor plan for each scene. This will allow you to anticipate the most appropriate shots for videoing each scene. Maintain updated records during the rehearsal process.
· Storyboard your shooting script (see appendix B) so that you can use it as a guideline for videoing.
Task Three

Video the Performance

· In consultation with the director, establish which performance you should video.

· Ensure that safety and other issues are discussed with the production, acting and front of house teams.

· Video the performance in accordance with your storyboard. 

Task Four

Collecting Feedback and Evaluation.

· In consultation with the director, collect feedback, reviews and evaluation of the production. Your director may have arranged for local press or in-school reviewing. You might record the audience’s reactions with a vox pop (insitu short quick questions of random members of the audience).You may record and archive this in written, audio or video form. The director may select to share some or all of the information with the cast and crews

Task Five

Winding it all up
· In your log, describe the challenges you encountered as assistant director/ archivist during the production and performance process.

· Submit your completed log. 

· Submit your archive of ’Daughter’s of Heaven’. Your submission could be presented in an archive box and will contain your written, visual, audio, and video material collected, recorded, annotated and catalogued. The thought, accuracy, clarity, and insight you show in the selection, interpretation, and cataloguing of material will contribute to the impact of your role as assistant director/archivist.

Assessment schedule: Drama/3/5 – B3  Documentary Evidence

	Task or question
	Evidence towards achievement
	Evidence towards achievement with merit
	Evidence towards achievement with excellence

	The student presents research orally and visually

(portfolio and commentary or video).
	The oral research presentation and the visual resources are clear and appropriate. 

For example as part of their presentation, the student videos maps of the park that show the topography of the path the girls went down.


	The oral research presentation and the visual resources are clear and appropriate and identify some key information.

For example as part of their presentation, the student videos maps of the park that show the topography of the path the girls went down and identifies aspects of the foliage density and the steepness of the path that could help inform the design concepts.


	The oral research presentation and the visual resources are clear and appropriate and interpret key information. 

For example as part of their presentation, the student videos maps of the park that show the topography of the path the girls went down and identifies aspects of the foliage density and the steepness of the path that could help inform the design concepts. The student also suggests light conditions that could be associated with the time of year and day when the event took place. 



	The student presents a personal log.


	The personal log shows understanding of the role of assistant director/archivist.

For example the student notes how the role of assistant director/archivist will capture the director’s concept of, for example, the dependency between the girls through the use of specific camera angles.


	The personal log shows understanding of the role of assistant director/archivist.

For example the student notes how the role of assistant director/archivist will capture the director’s concept of, for example, the dependency between the girls through the use of specific camera angles.


	The personal log shows an insightful understanding of the role of assistant director/archivist.

For example the student notes how the role of assistant director/archivist will capture the director’s concept of, for example, the dependency between the girls through the use of specific camera angles. And the student recognises their responsibility to capture the concept without reinterpreting it.



	The student presents a record of the production process.


	The record of the production is accurate and documents the student’s active participation in the process.

For example the student’s portfolio records key decisions made at production meetings and notes how these may affect the production concept.


	The record of the production is accurate and documents the student’s active participation in the process.

For example the student’s portfolio records key decisions made at production meetings and notes how these may affect the production concept.


	The record of the production is accurate and documents the student’s active participation in the process. 

For example the student’s portfolio records key decisions made at production meetings and notes how these may affect the production concept.



	The student presents a plan, videos the production and 

presents  evaluation and feedback. 
	· The video realises the plan. 

· The video is technically accurate.

· The evaluation and feedback are collected and presented appropriately.

For example the student creates a visual plan for the filming of ‘Daughters of Heaven’; films it according to the plan; and collates and films review responses to the production. The student completes an evaluation of the challenges faced in the role, noting, for example, the difficulties of capturing a range of wide and close-up shots whilst doing justice to the theatrical nature of the production.


	· The video realises the plan. 

· The video is technically accurate and effective.

· The evaluation and feedback are collected and presented appropriately.

For example the student creates a visual plan for the filming of ‘Daughters of Heaven’; films it according to the plan and creates a film that captures the director’s concept effectively. The student collates and films review responses to the production. The student completes an evaluation of the challenges faced in the role, noting, for example, the difficulties of capturing a range of wide and close-up shots whilst doing justice to the theatrical nature of the production.
	· The video realises the plan

· The video captures the essence of the production concept with outstanding skill and impact.

· The evaluation and feedback are collected and presented with insight.

For example the student creates a visual plan for the filming of ‘Daughters of Heaven’; films it according to the plan and creates a film that captures the director’s concept effectively and with insight. For example, the student  captures the dependency between the girls with reverse shots that are edited to show their expressions in close-up at a climatic moment in the play. The student collates and films review responses to the production. The student completes an evaluation of the challenges faced in the role, noting, for example, the difficulties of capturing a range of wide and close-up shots whilst doing justice to the theatrical nature of the production.


Appendix A. Creating a Structured Overview
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Appendix B. Creating a Storyboard.
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