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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


Students are asked to compose effective pieces of music that show development and structuring of ideas. The compositions are to be represented through notation, appropriate to the styles or genres of the compositions and audio or video recordings (for assessment purposes). 

Compositions will be based on tasks provided by the teacher. Appropriate tasks for this level could include:

· word setting

· composing for solo instrument

· composing for instrumental or vocal ensemble

· composing music for a specific purpose

Students should have had an extensive period of time to experiment, improvise, manipulate and evaluate musical ideas, alone and with others. Including focused listening, practical activities, analysis and description of a wide range of musical styles and genres provides students with models and examples of ‘ways of working’.

Conditions:

Compositions will be presented in a portfolio of work.

All workings and drafts will be available to the teacher for feedback during class time and will be included along with the completed compositions as part of the portfolio. A significant amount of compositional activity should occur during class time. This will ensure authenticity of student work.

Resource requirements 

As the assessment is largely student-driven, teachers will need to assist each student to select and gain access to appropriate resources, which may include:

· scores and recordings of music for focused listening and analytical study

· access to instruments

· appropriate working spaces

· access to performers for workshopping purposes

· appropriate texts and other resources that support the compositional process

· computer notation software

· recording equipment

Additional information:

Teachers should be familiar with the Explanatory Notes in this Achievement Standard.
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Student Instructions Sheet

You are to present a portfolio of at least two pieces of music that you have composed. 

Your pieces of music may include:

· Word setting/song writing of your own or others’ text/s. If you use someone else’s text/s you must acknowledge this.

· Music for solo instrument, with or without accompaniment. Where an accompaniment is added as part of a composition, it will be assessed.

· Music for a specific purpose. This should be accompanied by a written description that outlines what your creative intentions are. This needs to be approved by your teacher before you begin working.
· Music for instrumental or vocal ensemble. Some ideas for your ensemble could include:

· Two, three or four part male, female or mixed vocal group 

· Small jazz ensemble

· Rock band/group

· Percussion ensemble

· Instrumental trio, quartet or quintet

· Solo voice with selected percussion, woodwind, brass or string instruments

· Tape loop and acoustic instruments

· Computer generated/electronic sounds

· Found or natural sounds

You must consider the technical capabilities of the instruments for which you are writing and the range and registers of the instrument/s.

If you include improvisation in your composition, you must supply sufficient detail in the notation to give a clear indication of your intentions. You must perform any improvised passages yourself. 

Possible Approaches to Preparing for this Assessment

As you start composing pieces of music for this portfolio, you will need to spend some time experimenting with sounds and improvising musical ideas appropriate to the task/s you have selected.

You may be looking for inspiration or motivation. Consider the following as starting points to get your creative juices flowing:
· Live or recorded music 

· Programmatic music

· Media imagery (e.g. film, TV, computer generated, static image)

· A piece of writing

· A movement sequence

· A lived experience that had some impact on you

· An emotional, physical or spiritual state of being

· An ethnic or cultural experience

· Sounds around us: either found, natural, acoustic or electronic

· A catchy idea, riff or ostinato

As you experiment with your ideas for your music, consider ways of:

· Creating unity and contrast 

· Developing or extending your ideas

· Creating sounds through non-traditional means

· Manipulating your ideas using the elements of music

· Building and releasing tension 

· Establishing/maintaining/varying mood

Before you begin building and structuring your ideas into a coherent piece of music:

· Think carefully about the effectiveness of your ideas, and consider making changes if you need to. At this stage you may want to map out an overall structural plan for your music.

· Get regular feedback from your friends and teacher/s on the effectiveness of your ideas and work in progress. This is really important because your ideas are the foundation of your musical structure.
As you prepare your music, make sure that your score is as accurate and detailed as possible, considering things like – title, instrument order, spacing, tempo, articulation and expression markings and alignment, so that your performers can easily follow your intentions. Listen to a performance of your work and check whether their interpretation matches your intentions. Give your performers plenty of time to prepare and rehearse for the performance/recording of your work.

Assessment schedule:  Music/2/3_A4 - Compose in Style – Level 2 Composition
	Evidence
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	The student’s portfolio containing at least two pieces of music accompanied by notated scores and audio or video recordings.


	Compose effective pieces of music that show development and structuring of ideas, and that are represented through generally clear notation.
	Compose effective pieces of music that show character, skilful development and structuring of ideas, and that are represented through clear notation.
	Compose effective and convincing pieces of music that show character and imagination, highly skilled development and structuring of ideas, which are represented through accurate and detailed notation.



	
	The compositions show:

· The ability to create stylistically coherent pieces of music
· Development/extension of ideas through the use of compositional devices

· Structuring of ideas into cohesive pieces

· Generally clear representation of creative intentions through notated scores appropriate to the style or genre of the pieces
	The compositions show:

· The ability to create stylistically coherent pieces of music with character 
· Skilful development/ extension of ideas through the use of compositional devices

· Skilful structuring of ideas into cohesive pieces

· Clear representation of creative intentions through notated scores appropriate to the style or genre of the pieces
	The compositions show:

· The ability to create stylistically convincing and coherent pieces of music with character 
· Highly skilled development/ extension of ideas through the use of compositional devices

· Highly skilled structuring of ideas into cohesive pieces

· Accurate and detailed representation of creative intentions through notated scores appropriate to the style or genre of the pieces
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