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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


Students are to present a portfolio of original musical composition that demonstrates secure technical skills, creative and notation skills. In addition to this, students are to reflect on and evaluate the creative process that informed the preparation and presentation of the composition/s.

Technical skills relate to:

· The use of compositional techniques/devices

· Structure and development

· Writing idiomatically for the instruments/voices/electronic media employed.

Creative skills relate to:

· Composing original music which displays character and imagination

      in response to a specific task.

Notation refers to:

· Graphic, conventional (stave or tablature notation) or other written representation presented as scores that appropriately represent creative intentions.

Reflecting on and evaluating involves:

· Analysing strengths and weaknesses related to the preparation and the presentation of the portfolio in order to refine and improve.

Work for this standard should be spread throughout the year, though consultation with the student will determine how the student works best to achieve optimum results.

Composition/s could be for:

· Solo instrument

· An ensemble of three or more parts

· A specific musical occasion

· Electro-acoustic media.

The portfolio to be assessed could consist of any of the following:

· A number of shorter pieces

· A smaller number of more extended pieces or a substantial work.

The length and complexity of the music composed should be appropriate to this level and to the credit weighting for this Achievement Standard, and sufficient work must be presented to allow assessment of technical skills, creative and notation skills.

Conditions:

Composition work must be presented in a portfolio.  All workings and drafts will be available to the teacher for discussion during class time and will be included along with the completed composition/s as part of the portfolio.

Each composition must be accompanied by an audio recording of a performance of the composition. This may be a live, sequenced or computer generated recording.

Electronic works and sequenced material should be fully realised by the student and must be accompanied by appropriate written representation. The editing of computer generated notation must be by the student.

The portfolio of musical compositions submitted will also include:

· A description of the task/s completed

· Written score/s and any relevant supporting material, including self, peer and/or teacher evaluations

· A recording of the composition/s.

Students must reflect on and evaluate the creative process and completed composition/s. This could be done through informal observation, and/or discussion, workshopping, written form, or other appopriate means. 

Work for this standard is to be undertaken under conditions of supervision which can assure authenticity. Some activity should take place in supervised classtime. Workings and drafts may also be used to ensure authenticity.

Teachers are to provide a form for students to sign to attest that the work submitted for assessment is that of the student.

Resource requirements:
As the assessment is largely student-driven in terms of choices, teachers will need to assist each student to select and gain access to appropriate resources, which may include:

· a range of music (scores and recordings) for listening and analysis 

· workshops with active composers

· access to instruments

· appropriate working spaces

· access to performers for workshopping purposes 

· information (e.g. texts) on how composers have approached the ‘creative act’ 

· reference materials (e.g. instruments, notation conventions, musical form, etc.)

· peer support 

· notation software 

· recording technologies.
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Student Instructions Sheet

You are to compose music, the length and complexity of which should be appropriate to this level and to the credit weighting for this Achievement Standard, and present your completed work in a portfolio. You will also reflect on and evaluate the creative process you have undertaken in preparing and presenting your composition work. 

Once you have decided on what you wish to compose, you should liaise with your teacher to ensure that you are undertaking an appropriate amount of work. You should discuss with your teacher strategies for helping you to manage your time effectively and to meet the goals that you set yourself. 

The portfolio to be assessed could consist of any of the following:

· A number of shorter pieces

· A smaller number of more extended pieces or a substantial work.

Your composition/s could be for:

· Solo instrument, with or without accompaniment

· An ensemble of three or more parts

· A specific musical occasion

· Electro-acoustic media.

In the portfolio of composition you submit, you will also include:

· A description of the task/s you have completed

· Your written score/s and any relevant supporting material, including self, peer and/or teacher evaluations

· A recording of the composition/s. This may be a live, sequenced or computer generated recording.

Your portfolio will show evidence of secure technical skills, creative and notation skills:

Technical skills relate to:

· The use of compositional techniques/devices

· Structure and development

· Writing idiomatically for the instruments/voices/electronic media employed.

Creative skills relate to:

· Composing original music which displays character and imagination in response to a specific task.

Notation refers to:

· Graphic, conventional (stave or tablature notation) or other written representation presented as scores that appropriately represent creative intentions.

Reflecting on and evaluating involves:

· Analysing strengths and weaknesses related to the preparation and the presentation of the portfolio in order to refine and improve.

In consultation with your teacher/s, you will consider how you will reflect on and evaluate your composition work. This reflection and evaluation could be done through informal observation and/or discussion, workshopping, written form, video diary, written diary, weblog or other appropriate means.

Record any refinements and improvements you made to your compositions whilst working towards this Achievement Standard. Also reflect on why you made these.

Your portfolio, including workings and drafts, will be available to your teacher for discussion during class time.

Electronic works and sequenced material should be fully realised by you and be accompanied by appropriate representation. The editing of computer generated notation must be by you.

If an element of improvisation is included in your composition, sufficient detail must be supplied to give a clear indication of your intentions to the improviser. 

You are to sign an authentication form to state that the material submitted is your own work.
Assessment schedule: MkMusic/3/6 – A1:  Present a portfolio of musical composition

	Evidence
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Student’s portfolio of composition work (including recordings) consisting of

- a number of short pieces or
- a smaller number of more extended pieces or a substantial work.

All pieces will be considered towards making a judgement for awarding this Achievement Standard.

Completed reflection and evaluation.
	· Present a portfolio of musical composition that demonstrates secure technical skills, creative skills, and is represented through generally clear notation.

· Reflect on and evaluate the processes and presentation of the portfolio.
	· Present a portfolio of musical composition that demonstrates a range of secure technical and creative skills, and is represented through clear notation.

· Reflect on and evaluate the processes and presentation of the portfolio.
	· Present a portfolio of musical composition that demonstrates a range of secure and advanced technical skills, convincing creative skills, and is represented through accurate and detailed notation.

· Reflect on and evaluate the processes and presentation of the portfolio.

	
	The portfolio of music composition demonstrates:

· secure technical skills, which show the ability to create stylistically coherent and idiomatic music appropriate to the task/s and develop/extend ideas through the use of compositional devices

· creative skills, through cohesive music which displays some character and imagination in response to the given tasks

· notation skills through generally clear written representation appropriate to the style or genre of the music

· reflection on and evaluation of the preparation and presentation of composition work.
	The portfolio of music composition demonstrates:

· a range of secure technical skills which show the ability to create stylistically coherent and idiomatic music appropriate to the task/s and skilfully develop/extend ideas through the use of a variety of compositional devices

· a range of creative skills, through effective music which displays character and imagination in response to the given tasks

· notation skills through clear written representation appropriate to the style or genre of the music

· reflection on and evaluation of the preparation and presentation of composition work.
	The portfolio of music composition demonstrates:

· a range of secure and advanced technical skills which show the ability to create stylistically convincing and idiomatic music appropriate to the task/s and highly skilled development/extension of ideas 

· convincing creative skills, through highly effective music which consistently displays character and imagination in response to the given tasks

· notation skills through accurate and detailed representation appropriate to the style or genre of the music

· reflection on and evaluation of the preparation and presentation of composition work.
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