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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:

This achievement standard involves the presentation of performances of music as a featured soloist, using appropriate techniques to express and communicate the music. The performances will demonstrate an understanding of, and feeling for, idiom, style and genre. Each performance may consist of a number of shorter pieces, or an extended piece (eg a movement from an extended instrumental work).

Students are to present performances of music before an audience and will demonstrate a range of musical understanding, technical skills and communication skills equivalent to a fifth year of study through lessons from itinerant teachers. Students will reflect on and evaluate their performances.

Musical understanding relates to musical awareness and understanding of:

· Musical style

· Interpretative detail 

· Phrasing 

· Dynamics

· Rhythm

· Feel.

Technical skills relate to:

· Techniques specific to the instrument being used for the performance

· Accuracy (with the understanding that performances are seldom completely accurate).

Communication skills include:

· Rapport with the audience

· Capacity to engage an audience

· Appropriate posture

· Appropriate stagecraft.

Reflecting on and evaluating relates to:

· Analysing strengths and weaknesses related to the preparation and delivery of performances in order to refine and improve them. 

Work for this standard should be spread throughout the year.

Performances presented for assessment may include:

· Solo

· Small group, where the performer is a featured soloist

· Conducting (the student must rehearse, conduct and take artistic responsibility for the performance)

· Leading a cultural group performance. 

There must be at least two opportunities to perform. Each performance may consist of:

· A selection of shorter pieces

· An extended piece/s (for example, a movement from a sonata, concerto, suite, a substantial piece of contemporary/rock/jazz music).

At this level most students will present at least two performances of different music to complete this standard. However it may be possible for advanced students to complete this standard in a single, high-quality performance of a substantial work (eg a whole sonata) where significant preparation time is evident. 

Voice is an instrument.

Improvisation skills will be assessed if part of the performances and must be appropriate to the musical style. 

Conditions:

The student may perform as a soloist, with or without accompaniment. Where a piece of music has an accompaniment it should be included at this level. A recorded or computer generated backing may be used for accompanying a performance. 
Students may perform as a featured soloist in a small group (eg piano and another instrument, rock group, chamber music, cultural group). If the featured soloist is performing as part of a small group, the student being assessed must be playing a separate or uniquely identifiable part. This part must be individually audible.

Students should be encouraged to perform on the instrument that allows them to perform at the upper level of their ability.

Each performance must be before an audience in a suitable location. The performances may be classroom, school or community based.

The nature, including the length and complexity, of a performance must be sufficient to allow valid assessment to take place at this level.

For assessment purposes, the student will supply a copy of the printed music, where appropriate, or a recording of the music being performed.

An audio-visual recording must be made of the performances for quality assurance and moderation purposes.

Resource requirements:
As the assessment is largely student-driven in terms of choices, teachers will need to assist each student to select and gain access to appropriate resources. These include:

· Repertoire

· Access to an accompanist/backing (if required)

· An audience

· Audio-visual recording equipment.
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This achievement standard involves the presentation of performances of music as a featured soloist, using appropriate techniques to express and communicate the music. The performances will demonstrate an understanding of, and feeling for, idiom, style and genre. Each performance may consist of a number of shorter pieces, or an extended piece.

You will prepare and present performances of music as a featured soloist and reflect on and evaluate the preparation and delivery of the performances.

Preparing and Presenting Performances

You are to present performances of music before an audience. The length and complexity of the performances should be appropriate to this level and to the credit weighting for this achievement standard. 

Each performance may consist of:

· A selection of shorter pieces

· An extended piece/s (for example, a movement from a sonata, concerto, suite, a substantial piece of contemporary/rock/jazz music).

You need to prepare well in advance of your performances and you should liaise with your teacher to ensure that you are undertaking an appropriate amount of work. Your performances will demonstrate your ability to use appropriate techniques to express and communicate the music. Your performances will also demonstrate your understanding of, and feeling for, idiom, style and genre.

If you perform as part of a duo or small group then you must be easily seen and heard, and play a separate or uniquely identifiable part. This part must be individually audible.

Your performances should demonstrate evidence of musical understanding, technical and communication skills.

Musical understanding relates to musical awareness and understanding of:

· Musical style

· Attention to interpretative detail

· Phrasing

· Dynamics

· Rhythm

· Feel.

Technical skills relate to:

· Techniques specific to the instrument being used for the performance

· Accuracy (with the understanding that performances are seldom completely accurate).

Communication skills include:

· Rapport with the audience

· Capacity to engage an audience

· Appropriate posture

· Appropriate stagecraft.

Each performance must take place before an audience in a suitable location.

Where the music requires an accompaniment, every effort must be made to include this.  This should be rehearsed well in advance.  The accompanist is not being assessed, but you need to ensure that the accompanist is proficient. You may choose to use a recorded or computer generated backing. 

The instrument(s) you choose for your performances should allow you to perform at the upper level of your ability.

Voice is an instrument.

A performance may be:

· As a soloist (with or without accompaniment)

· As a member of a small group where you are a featured soloist (eg piano and another instrument, rock group, chamber music, cultural group)

· Conducting a performance or leading a cultural group performance (where you rehearse, conduct and take artistic responsibility for the performance).

Your teacher will give you guidance on the nature, length and complexity of the music to be performed.

You must provide your teacher with a printed or recorded copy of your music before the assessment.

If you include improvisation in any performance, this must be appropriate to the style and it will be assessed.  

Your performances will be video-recorded for quality assurance and moderation purposes.

Reflecting on and Evaluating Performances

You will complete a reflection and evaluation task on your preparation and delivery of each of your performances. This will enable you to analyse your strengths and weaknesses in order for you to refine and improve future performances.

Work with another performer and view and listen to the recording after each of your performances and consider your answers to the following focus questions:

Preparation for this performance: 

· How did you go about preparing for this performance?

· What did you think this performance would show about you as a performer?

· How much time did you spend preparing?

· How did you decide on the focus for each of your practices?

· What specific techniques or interpretations were needed for this performance to be true to the style/idiom/genre?

· What listening did you do to inform your preparation?

· What technical problems did you encounter and how did you overcome these?

· What advice did your teachers give you as you worked on this performance, and how did you act on this advice?

· How have your experiences as a performer helped shape your preparation?

The presentation of this performance:

Focus on musical understanding, technical and communication skills to address these questions:

· What were the strengths in this performance?
· What were the weaknesses in this performance?
· What aspects could be improved for the future?
· Use the attached assessment schedule to decide what grade you would give your own performance. 
Discuss your performance and the answers to all the above questions with another performer.

Self evaluation: 

After your discussion, note down five key points that will enable you to improve on the preparation and delivery of future performances. This should be a maximum of one A4 page. 

Present your key points to the class and submit this self-evaluation to your teacher.

Assessment schedule: MkMusic/3/7 – A1:  Prepare and present performances of music as a featured soloist

	Evidence
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Performances of music as a featured soloist. Each performance will consist of either:

- a selection of shorter pieces

or

- extended piece(s).

Each performance will be used as evidence towards making a judgement for awarding this achievement standard.

Completed reflection and evaluation task.


	Present performances of music as a featured soloist that demonstrate musical understanding and appropriate technical and communication skills.

Reflect on and evaluate the preparation and delivery of performances.
	Present performances of music as a featured soloist that demonstrate musical understanding, secure technical skills and effective communication skills.

Reflect on and evaluate the preparation and delivery of performances.
	Present performances of music as a featured soloist that consistently demonstrate musical understanding, secure and advanced technical skills and convincing communication skills.

Reflect on and evaluate the preparation and delivery of performances.

	
	The student demonstrates:

· Musical understanding through awareness of musical style, interpretive detail, phrasing, dynamics, rhythm and feel.

· Technical skills specific to the instrument including accuracy.

· Appropriate communication skills including posture, stagecraft, rapport with and capacity to engage the audience.

· Reflection on and evaluation of their preparation and delivery of performances. 
	The student demonstrates:

· Musical understanding through awareness of musical style, interpretive detail, phrasing, dynamics, rhythm and feel.

· Secure technical skills specific to the instrument including accuracy.

· Effective communication skills including posture, stagecraft, rapport with and capacity to engage the audience.

· Reflection on and evaluation of their preparation and delivery of performances.
	The student demonstrates:

· Musical understanding consistently through awareness of musical style, interpretive detail, phrasing, dynamics, rhythm and feel.

· Secure and advanced technical skills specific to the instrument including accuracy.

· Convincing communication skills including posture, stagecraft, rapport with and capacity to engage the audience.

· Reflection on and evaluation of their preparation and delivery of their performances.
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