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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:

Students will identify and define an area for research related to a topic. They will develop a framework; gather, select and record relevant evidence; produce and refine their research using appropriate methods; and present findings and conclusions as they conduct independent research.

A topic is a broad field of research. The student will need to decide the limits of the topic, focus of the study and the research question to be investigated. The perspective may be fixed in a particular time period/era or show development over a specific time frame. 

Students should develop their own research question drawing on their personal musical interests. Students should be encouraged to explore a topic broadly before narrowing down to a specific focus. 

An example

Research question: 

What was the impact of reverb on artistic expression in popular music? 

Possible sub-contracts-questions:

What is the history of reverb in recording and live performance?

What are some of the main types of reverb that have been used?

What technological advances changed its use?

What have musicians, engineers and producers said about reverb use?

What are some classic examples of reverb use in recorded music? 

Assessment will be through a research portfolio that demonstrates:

· a suitable framework for the research which must include a key research question and possibly sub-questions

· processing of relevant information gathered from sources

· findings and conclusions formed and presented in a format appropriate to the study (including appropriate referencing).

Through this study students will show evidence of their ability to:

· define an area for research and formulate a key research question

· develop a research framework including an action plan

· source relevant information, select and refine ideas, reference all material

· apply suitable research methods to gather data, refine ideas and inform findings

· interpret findings, further refine ideas and support the research with relevant examples

· draw valid conclusions in relation to the key research question and present these as key research findings

· communicate conclusions using appropriate forms and technologies.

Conditions:

Regular reports and drafts are required to be shared and reviewed throughout the research process. Suitable systems are required to monitor the development of the framework and the research process.

All materials relating to the research must be retained and included in a portfolio for authentication purposes. All materials and interview data presented in the research must be acknowledged/referenced. In the case of interview data, permission to present such information must be sought from the source beforehand. Appropriate human ethics procedures must be followed, for example assurance of anonymity or other aspects.

The presentation will incorporate the following:
· Outlining the area of inquiry, including the key research question 

· Framework, including methods/sources of data

· Findings and discussion, including significant musical examples and background information from the research to support the ideas and conclusions

· Conclusions (drawn from findings)

· References.

Presentation of the conclusions and supporting material from the research could include any of the following presentation forms:

· Audio-visual support, for example videos, overhead transparencies 

· Use of datashow/projector

· Film/video/radio documentary

· Display

· Use of CDs

· Maps

· Instruments/artefacts

· A live performance 

· Display of annotated scores

· Written assignment

· Web site

· Sonic art.

Resource requirements:
Access to:

· Books, journals, magazines, newspapers, dictionaries, scores, CDs, DVDs, posters

· Internet

· Primary sources (for example, researcher interviews, archived interviews, sound recordings).

Resources on the research process. For example:

· Gawith, Gwen (2002). Research success. Auckland: ESA Publications.

· PowerResearcher [CD-ROM] SoftSearch Ltd. Review available from http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ict/software/powerresearcher_e.php 
· APA referencing from http://www.apastyle.org/ 
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Student Instructions Sheet

You will identify and define an area for research related to a topic. A topic is a broad field of research (refer to 2. below). You will develop a framework; gather, select and record relevant evidence; produce and refine their research using appropriate methods; and present findings and conclusions as you conduct independent research. 

1. You are to research in depth a topic that you have selected. Through this research you will show evidence of your ability to:

· define an area for research and formulate a key research question

· develop a research framework including an action plan

· source relevant information, select and refine ideas, reference all material

· apply suitable research methods to gather data, refine ideas and inform findings

· interpret findings, further refine ideas and support the research with relevant examples

· draw valid conclusions in relation to the key research question and present these as key research findings

· communicate conclusions using appropriate forms and technologies that support the presentation of the research findings and conclusions

The Research Process

2. Your research may draw on one of the following topics:

· creative processes of music-making (composition, performance, audio engineering, music and film)

· sociology of music

· psychology of music

· music in society

· music industry

· music analysis

· world music

· community music

· historical perspectives, including development of an instrument.

You will need to decide the limits of the topic, the focus of the study and the research question you will investigate. 

Examples:
Research Question: 

What was the impact of reverb on artistic expression in popular music? 

Possible sub-contracts-questions:

What is the history of reverb in recording and live performance?

What are some of the main types of reverb that have been used?

What technological advances changed its use?

What have musicians, engineers and producers said about reverb use?

What are some classic examples of reverb use in recorded music? 

Research question:

What are the specific performance practices and techniques that give [name of performer or composer] their particular musical identity?

For example if the performer is a popular vocalist, consideration might be given to articulation and manipulation of lyrics, intonation and bending of notes, use of their natural register, microphone technique, stage presence, interpretation of other vocalists’ music, use of favourite intervals, motifs and rhythms in own original music, etc.

For a composer, for example a popular composer, you might consider style of composition, types of lyrics (if a songwriter), favoured instrumental combinations, form or structure of music, chord progressions and sequences, typical rhythmic devices. Sometimes it might be helpful where possible to access a demo recording of the song as presented by the composer, perhaps in their home studio, and compare this with the final produced song to help isolate and define the key characteristics of the composer prior to the influence of the production process.

Where examining a performer, your presentation may focus on a performance of pieces in the style of the chosen performer. For the composer, the presentation may consist of compositions in the style of the chosen composer.

3. You should first develop a framework and action plan for your study. This should include:

· research question

· a timeframe for the process with review dates noted

· the research methods you plan to use for gathering information - if interviewing seek approval first (see note below)

· what material you will use/source to inform your study

· how you might analyse the materials

· what you expect the important points to be that will highlight your findings (these may well change or develop through the research process)

· how you plan to organise and write up your findings

· a plan for your presentation, the goal being to provide a clear understanding of your research process and findings.

4. Throughout your research you will need to process information. This requires identifying, defining, gathering, selecting, recording, producing and refining information. These are linked to the methods you have selected to answer your research question. These might include questionnaires, surveys, interviews, action research, data gathering, observation, personal narrative, mentoring.

· Draw conclusions from your research. These need to show a depth of understanding of your research question. 

· Draft workings must be retained in a portfolio and for discussion and refinement purposes.

· The completed portfolio will be submitted for final assessment at the time of presentation.

· Reference/acknowledge appropriately all material you gather for presentation.

NB: Make sure you have sought approval from people you may interview and ensure any interview questions are checked first. Follow ethics procedures outlined by your teacher throughout any interviewing or surveying of the public.

Preparing your presentation

5. You will prepare a presentation that highlights your research findings and which incorporates your:
· Definition of an area of inquiry

· Research question

· Framework, including methods/sources of data

· Findings and discussion, including significant musical examples and background information from your research to support your ideas and conclusions

· Conclusions (drawn from your findings)

· References

Your presentation of the conclusions and supporting material from the research could include any of the following presentation forms:

· Audio-visual support, for example videos, overhead transparencies 

· Use of datashow/projector

· Film/video/radio documentary

· Display

· Use of CDs

· Maps

· Instruments/artefacts

· A live performance 

· Display of annotated scores

· Written assignment

· Web site

· Sonic art.

Portfolio

6. You must keep all materials relating to your research, including evidence of sources, for authentication purposes. You will submit these at the same time as your presentation.

Some resources to support your study:
Access to:

· Books, journals, magazines, newspapers, dictionaries, scores, CDs, DVDs, posters

· Internet

· Primary sources (for example, your own interviews, archived interviews, sound/audio visual recordings).

Resources on the research process:

· Gawith, Gwen (2002). Research Success. Auckland: ESA Publications.

· APA referencing from http://www.apastyle.org/
Research Question Planner

Brainstorm your ideas on each of the following and discuss them widely as you start to refine them.

Topic:
The field I am interested in.

Focus: 
The aspect(s) I am most interested in investigating.

Research Question:
 What I want to know about my focus area.
Action Plan Checklist (part of the framework)

	Item
	(
	Item
	(

	Research question formulated
	
	Analysis of methods suggested
	

	Timeframe phases planned
	
	Possible important points identified
	

	Methods outlined
	
	Findings organised and represented
	

	Data sources identified
	
	Presentation format planned


	

	Ethics addressed


	
	
	


As you plan your timeframe consider the following:

· Research has five main phases. Not all are of equal importance but all are essential as part of the research process.

· framework

· background (information gathered to present the ‘big picture’)

· fieldwork (specific information gathered to answer your research question)

· analysis (processing the information gathered). This includes the formulation and refining of findings based on evidence, discussion, reading and further processing.

· presentation.

· Although the first phase (framework) occurs on its own at the start, the other phases may at times overlap.

· A timeline is approximate and it is highly unlikely that each phase will work exactly to plan. You will need to be flexible.

· Research is messy! You won’t always find what you expect to find and you must keep an open mind on the potential for new, unexpected possibilities. You may have your own firmly held beliefs or views challenged by the evidence you find.

Use this checklist to make sure you have covered everything required for your presentation.

Presentation Checklist

	(
	Contents

	
	Area of inquiry defined - its limits, why it is important.



	
	Research question introduced.



	
	Framework included (timeframe, methods, data sources, analysis methods, important points, organisation and writing up of findings, presentation format).

	
	Findings presented and discussed, using musical evidence and background information.

	
	Conclusions drawn.



	
	Sources fully referenced; any appendices attached eg. survey questions.




Assessment schedule: MusicSt/3.4 – C1

Evidence: The student’s completed music research topic.

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Develop a framework for researching a music topic.
	· Develop a framework for researching a music topic.
	· Develop a framework for researching a music topic.

	· Process relevant information from sources.
	· Effectively process relevant information from sources.
	· Effectively process, with discernment, relevant information from sources.

	· Use findings from independent research to construct and deliver a presentation with valid conclusions.
	· Use well-supported findings from independent research to construct, refine and deliver a presentation with valid and coherent conclusions.
	· Use well-supported and perceptive findings from independent research to construct, critically refine, and deliver a presentation with valid, coherent and insightful conclusions.

	The music research incorporates: 

· The research framework including the topic, focus, research question and an appropriate action plan.

· Relevant information gathered, selected and recorded from a range of sources using appropriate methods and processed in relation to the research question.
· Findings from independent research which are discussed in relation to the research question.
· A presentation which draws valid conclusions and uses an appropriate format.
	The music research incorporates: 

· The research framework including the topic, focus, research question and an appropriate action plan.

· Relevant information gathered, selected and recorded from a range of sources using appropriate methods and processed effectively in relation to the research question.
· Well-supported findings from independent research which are discussed and refined in relation to the research question.

· A presentation which draws valid and coherent conclusions and uses an appropriate format.
	The music research incorporates: 

· The research framework including the topic, focus, research question and an appropriate action plan.

· Relevant information gathered, selected and recorded from a range of sources using appropriate methods and processed effectively and with discernment in relation to the research question.
· Well-supported, perceptive findings from independent research which are discussed and critically refined in relation to the research question.

· A presentation which draws valid, coherent and insightful conclusions and uses an appropriate format. 
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