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The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


The first task for this activity is most appropriately done at the start of the school year in the first few weeks, with the final piece submitted for assessment late in the year.

Conditions:

This activity requires both classroom and homework time.

The first writing task can be begun in class and completed for homework and is to be retained by the class teacher until later in the year. Teachers may wish to have the final piece of writing completed in class to monitor the drafting and publication process to ensure authentication of individual student performance.

Teachers may guide students through the initial tasks, helping them to make suitable language choices. Teachers may demonstrate how the techniques/language choices used in the samples in the activity can be applied to the students’ own writing.

As students develop their final drafts, teachers can offer appropriate guidance that writing may need further work on ideas, language, structure or accuracy in spelling, punctuation or paragraphing. Teachers may not correct errors, rewrite sentences or suggest specific ideas. Students should have access to dictionaries to check their writing. Word processing the final piece of writing is acceptable providing it is done under teacher supervision.

Teachers are directed to Explanatory Notes 10 - 12 in the achievement standard.

Resource requirements:

None
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Student Instructions Sheet

This activity asks you to write about an aspect of what makes you the unique individual that you are – your beliefs and values. You will complete the first part of this writing task at the start of the year and give it to your teacher for safe keeping until late in the year. At this time, after referring to your term 1 writing, you will complete the second part of this task.

The writing you complete late in the year will be assessed on how well you:

· develop, explain and support your observations

· craft your writing using style features (language, sentence structure, tone) that are appropriate for the purpose and audience

· organise your ideas appropriately to achieve the purpose

· use accurate spelling, punctuation, grammar and paragraphing.

Introduction 

One of the fundamental things that defines us as individuals is what we think and what we believe. These thoughts, beliefs and values develop and change. You only have to look at your parents and grandparents to see that there are generational differences and yet when these people were your age they may have held dear the same things that are important to you today. What may seem unimportant to you now may have great significance for you in six months time.

This writing activity is an opportunity for you to reflect on what is important to you at this point in your life. Later in the year you will receive this work back from your teacher and you will be asked to reflect on the changes as well as what is unchanging. The more time and thought you put in to the first part of this activity, the easier and more rewarding the second part will be for you later in the year.

Task 1:
Expressive Writing 

a) Your first task is to write a statement on what is important to you. 

You can record your ideas in any form you like.

Your audience for this part of the activity is only you.

The following questions/starters may be helpful:

	· What’s important to me:
	family, friendships, education, health, money, good looks, clothes, popularity, attractiveness, a job?

	· My views on:
	drugs, race relations, abortion, sex, sport, school, crime, punishment, music, violence, pollution, the world, environment, the opposite sex, judgements?

	· Memories:
	special events, people, places, childhood, school, family?

	· What makes me:
	angry, sad, laugh, cry, bored, excited, guilty, determined, restless, worry, panic, swear?

	· Definitions:
	what is beautiful, ugly, silly, important, entertaining, exciting, dangerous?

	· Who do I:
	admire, respect, trust, love, dislike, look up to, care about, laugh at, worry about?

	
	

	· My best friend would say I was…

· My mother, father would say I was... 


	trustworthy, loyal, caring, reliable, responsible, sensible, mean, kind, proud, competitive, loving, obedient, tolerant, practical, determined, easily led, easy going, tough, strong, prejudiced, patient, dominating, intelligent, lazy, industrious.


And lastly, some random questions:

· How have I changed in the last five years?

· What do I want from life?

· What makes me change?

· Do I like myself? Love myself?

· Do I understand myself, the things I do and think?

· Have I read or viewed anything that is memorable or has made an impact on me?

· Are other people’s judgements of me valid, fair ones? Do they matter – their judgements?

· How am I different from other people?

b) The following extract is from a student’s draft notes for the first part of this activity. You will see how these have been used in the student’s final piece of work later in this task on page 8. You may not use these notes in your own work.

…. How others see me?  - aloof, a bit cold, not taking much interest in the usual social things that I see others obsessing about. I’m not looking to be popular but I wish I was more so. My friends count for a lot. I’ve got a lot of reading lined up for this year, a couple of books recommended by Ben. I’m sure I’ll find more in them than what we might get to read in English. How am I feeling? Pretty confused, unsure. I got really good NCEA results but they haven’t given me any more confidence in myself…..

c) Draft your statement using the starters and questions from task 1(a). Hand your statement to your teacher in a named, sealed envelope. It will be given back to you late in the year – a time capsule of you, for you. You will use this statement as the basis of the second part of this activity.

Task 2:
Re-evaluation

a) After reading your first statement later in the year, consider the ways things may have changed. Some possibilities could include:









b) The final version of your writing will emphasise how you think you have grown this year and should be at least 500 words in length.

Include ideas and thoughts which you feel comfortable sharing with your English teacher. 

Using ideas from tasks 1(c) and 2(a), develop a plan for your writing. Consider the specific details that you might use to expand and explain your key points.
c) Read the exemplars on pages 9 to 16. Talk about the strengths and areas they could be improved. You may not use any part of this work in your own writing.

d) Draft your final statement, paying attention to:

· developing, explaining and supporting your comments

· using an appropriate style

· organising your ideas with an introduction and conclusion

· using accurate spelling, punctuation, grammar and paragraphing.

	EXEMPLAR A:

EXCELLENCE
	“The more things change, the more they stay the same.” An apt description of my life this year. On the outside it may have appeared to be an “annus immobilis” but on the inside there has been a definite firming up of my values and convictions. I understand myself better than I did before, but I am also more aware of what I will euphemistically call my ‘less favourable aspects.’ Understanding those weaknesses however has made me stronger, in a way.

How have I changed? Let me count the ways! I am still antisocial around those I do not know well. Of course that would be labelled lack of confidence or self esteem by parents and teachers who are very good at the over-riding generalisation. But for me it’s more of a survival mechanism. I don’t like getting involved in other people’s problems and lives unless they directly affect me in some way. I see the gossip and mindless exchanges of most of my generation, both male and female, as a huge waste of time and energy. This year has confirmed this conviction even further.

One change that I have made this year, is that I am now less concerned about my lack of involvement with others. I also care less about the decisions – wise or unwise – that other people make. I have realised that it actually does not matter what I think, that stupidity will prevail and that people will always do things that they shouldn’t. An example of this is my attitude to careless driving. At the start of the year, I was concerned by the reckless driving practices of New Zealand teens, in particular the boy racers. If these morons kill themselves with their own stupidity, that’s their problem, not mine. However it does trouble me that innocent people have been killed through their actions, giving the issue a much more serious status than a few emotional newspaper headlines about young people out of control.

In other respects as well, I am still a non-conformist, because I do things because I like them, not because of expectation or peer pressure. I hardly drink any alcohol. I don’t party, although it might be fun sometime. I appreciate the importance of school and education, and it’s this attitude which really sets me apart from my peers!

Aside from all the rather depressing observations I have outlined so far, there have been plenty of positives in my life this year. It’s quite enigmatic – I am an emotionally cold person, but I am now more ready to smile, more easily amused than I was at the start of the year. I am also fitter, stronger and more disciplined probably because of the many hours of laborious weekend work on a farm. I appreciate the little things more – the release of new books, movies or video games. On a more significant scale, I also appreciate my values and beliefs. I support the saying that “everyone is entitled to their opinion.” I am tolerant of the views and beliefs of others and hold fast to my atheism which I feel gives me clarity and understanding of the world and people in general. It keeps me asking healthy questions!


I cannot change me. I have to make the best of who I am, finding happiness wherever I can, and live the life I want to live. I’ll let other people decide what they think of me. Who knows - maybe I simply worry about myself and my image too much. I do care what my peers think of me, but I know I will not be liked by everyone. I’m often grateful for the good friends I have. 

“It feels great to have friends who believe in you and adults you can rely on. That’s why it’s so dangerous, especially if you become used to it. Some day you’re bound to lose everything. Everybody around you will be gone.  It’s so hard to recover from something like that … I can’t. Even if it means being alone.”

These are ominous words, but I can understand what they are saying. They are the thoughts of a character from a fictional fantasy, a character I can relate to well. I have read a lot of good fiction this year, and the characters like Squall Leonheart have given me good insight into my own personality and behaviour. He knows of that need to be a part of things, to satisfy the needs of the social animal within us all. But at the same time you are made incredibly vulnerable to loss, exploitation … It is a roller coaster ride as I see it, having to determine, in the ups and downs – how much to give, how far to get involved and how long to stay in that car.

This is probably the greatest growth I have made this year: understanding myself better than I did before. It makes everything seem more ordered, less chaotic.


	Uses writing conventions accurately.

Material is clearly structured and builds to an effective conclusion.

Writing is controlled, using quotations to summarise as well as further own discussion, and commands attention.

Picture of the individual’s values and beliefs is developed and integrated with convincing discussion and observation, especially on the nature of friendship and relationship with the peer group. The writer has made a sophisticated link with personal reading. Maturity of thought sustained.


	EXEMPLAR B:

MERIT
	“I pressured Kyle to give an answer.”

“Well ummm …”

Come on Alistair, is it a yes?”

“Okay.” (mumbled)

“What was that?”

“I think we heard a yes.”

“I want to hear Alistair say it.”

“… Yes.”

“Great. You’re in the speech finals.”

Courage – one of the many aspects of my life that has changed during my Year 12 year. Some things have surfaced that I have not even thought about since drafting my first time capsule. It is real weird how your mind just files things away without your even noticing. One minute it is the most important issue on your mind, and the next thing you know, it is last week’s news. 

What has changed for me? Courage, in many ways, big and small has been an issue for me as long as I can remember. The first big step this year was accepting the offer of boarding in town. This meant leaving a place where I felt secure and comfortable, and trying something new – an untried experience. I do not know where that courage came from but the outcome has been incredible for me. After staying with Jason and Julie since April I have to admit that I have had a great time. They are both really nice people and I admire them both in different ways. Jason’s commitment to school is contagious, it is great having someone there to talk about my education and the work I put in to it. Jason has been the person who helped develop my courage. I can now stand in front of an audience and speak with confidence which I did in the speech finals. Jason has helped me find the place where courage comes from.

At the start of the year when I drafted my time capsule, either my problems were not that serious or I was not being honest with myself. A lot of the time I just get confused. I love school and even with my worries I still did fine. My reports were excellent and the other day my house group teacher commented on how “awesome” my latest report looked. I suppose I just do not have things clear in my head.

Even when I look at what I have written so far I still think – even with some problems, I am happy. I have good friends, a supportive family, excellent grades and great teachers. If I was not honest with myself at the start of the year, I think I am now. I can look at what has happened and put it into perspective. Maybe I don’t quite understand everything that is going on but at least I am aware of it. I think the most important aspect is that I have benefitted from this year is my courage and independence. I can see that I have grown, maybe even matured and I am now more aware of what is going on in my life. 

One question that still remains unanswered though, and still confuses me, is why do I pull myself down, when I am doing so well? Maybe I still have a bit more “growing” left to do …


	Crafts controlled writing to create effects: 

· uses stylistic features for effect, linking the reported conversation to the explanation of personal courage

· engages in personal monologue

· generally fluent expression

Develops and supports ideas of courage with sufficient explanation and reflection to be convincing.
Maturity of thought and level of integration seen in excellence exemplar not evident here.

Material clearly structured:

clearly follows progress and developments through the year.

Uses accurate writing conventions.


	EXEMPLAR C:

ACHIEVEMENT
	Over the past few months my life has changed dramatically from one extreme to the other. I have met many people who I currently keep in contact with. I have been given the chance to learn and experience new things that will enhance my knowledge and wisdom. I have changed my attitude towards issues surrounding me, and have changed my goals and ambitions. Throughout this discussion I will go into detail with the above ideas that I feel have made significant changes in my life in this short period of time.

Over the past eight months I have made many new friends. I was not normally a person who made friends that easily in the past. But to date I have met a lot of new people through school and work. Most of the new friends were made through school because it was a new school year which meant new classes. One of my better classmate is Joe. He is a very helpful and understanding person, and because he’s an adult he has a lot of wisdom and experiences to share. I have also made new friends through school related activities. The main one was the United Nations Forum which was held in Hamilton. There were literally hundreds of students from around New Zealand who were there and there are many that I still keep in contact with. I have also made many friends at work. The best fellow there would be David. We seem to enjoy criticising the boss because he is a bit of a “try-hard.” I feel I can make friends a lot easier now because I have grown in confidence and lost my shyness of talking to different people. I think the more you do, the better you get at it.

I have learnt and experienced new things, mainly in school, that will enhance my knowledge and wisdom. Life is all about learning and to apply your learning, you most experience what it is like in reality. I have learnt about the different life on earth and how it has evolved. For this area of learning, I went to an isolated beach near Ohope, that was almost untouched by man to study the ecology of beach life. In English, I have been taught how to act and speak in public. After reading the play “Romeo and Juliet” me and a few mates from the class were given the opportunity to perform in front of an audience. We did the scene where Tybalt kills Mercutio and Romeo kills Tybalt. Currently I have just finished speaking in front of the class on “How should we dispose of nuclear warheads safely and efficiently.” This was difficult because I had low confidence, but the point is that I still did it. This knowledge has changed my life because I have been given a lot better understanding on the world surrounding me and how to prepare to live in this big world.


	Develops idea of friendship through description, but offers little analysis. Commentary lacks insight of merit.

Crafts writing to create effects:
Uses a straightforward style with little variety in sentence structure. Less fluent than merit, nevertheless appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Material structured appropriately, beginning with an overview, detailed discussion and a brief final comment.

Uses writing conventions accurately with some minor inconsistencies.




	EXEMPLAR D:

NOT ACHIEVED
	Hi! At the start of the year you had to write an essay about what has happened in your life so far, then you get to re-read it and reflect on what has changed in the few short months!

The main thing that has changed is my social life, I now go out, drink etc and have a good time where I used to just stay home at the start of the year! In my first essay I said I wanted to be a commercial pilot and I still want to be one so my career goal hasn’t changed.

One of the main things I wanted to change by the end of the year was to get a different and a better job than working at the supermarket. I have accomplished that since I have got a job at McDonalds that pays $2.50 an hour more! I fully enjoy it their and enjoy the new challenges!

My attitude to a lot of different kinds of ideas have changed since the start of the year I wanted to carry on with wrestling but am now getting tired with it and do not really enjoy it as much. I still enjoy school but was thinking about dropping out of school but have decided to stay and finish Year 13!

My main academic achievement I have achieved this year was getting in the speech finals and English is my favourite subject now compared to Geography at the start of the year.

My pet cat died tragically a few months ago and I was very upset for a few weeks.

My appearance have not changed but I am putting on weight and getting taller.

My attitude towards alcohol, drugs and smokes have changed because at the start of the year I was strongly against it but now I do not care if people do it eg my mates but I do not encourage drink driving even though I have been in a car with a drunk driver! I admire boy racers now but at the start of the year I was against them.

In conclusion my life has changed for the better and worse and my attitudes are also changed!


	Uses appropriate structure in places. 
Most ideas undeveloped/not supported or explained in this short piece of writing. Superficial.

Uses simple personal writing style. Writing is not crafted to create effects.

Inaccurate use of writing conventions: paragraphing and syntactical inconsistencies.


Assessment Schedule: Eng/2/2_A6 - Produce crafted and developed formal transactional writing

	
	Descriptor
	Example

	Achievement
	Develop and support ideas in a piece of formal transactional writing.

Craft writing to create effects which are appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Structure material in a way that is appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Use writing conventions accurately.
	Refer annotated achievement exemplar on page 12.

	Achievement with Merit
	Develop and support ideas convincingly in a piece of formal transactional writing.

Craft controlled writing to create effects which are appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Structure material clearly in a way that is appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Use writing conventions accurately.
	Refer annotated merit exemplar on page 10.

	Achievement with Excellence
	Develop, support, and integrate ideas convincingly, in a piece of formal transactional writing.

Craft controlled writing to create effects which are appropriate to audience, purpose and text type, and which commands attention.

Structure material clearly and effectively in a way that is appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Use writing conventions accurately.
	Refer annotated excellence exemplar on page 8.
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