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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


This resource may be used as an extension of a print journalism unit or be developed as a stand-alone unit of work.

After examining the genre of feature profile writing, students will develop profiles of people with interesting stories.

Conditions:

The writing component of this activity should be worked on in the classroom under teacher supervision to ensure authenticity.  However, students will need to interview their subjects in their own time. Teachers may guide students through background reading which will help them to identify techniques which may be used to develop their profile.

Teachers should also guide students through the initial tasks, helping them to make suitable language choices. Teachers may demonstrate how the techniques/language choices used in the samples in the activity can be applied to the students’ own writing.

As students develop their final drafts, teachers can offer appropriate guidance that writing may need further work on ideas, language, structure or accuracy in spelling, punctuation or paragraphing. Teachers may not correct errors, rewrite sentences or suggest specific ideas. Students should have access to dictionaries to check their writing. Word processing is acceptable providing it is done under teacher supervision.

Teachers are directed to Explanatory Notes 10 - 12 in the achievement standard.

Resource requirements:

A selection of magazines which feature profile articles (such as The Listener, North and South, Time, Rolling Stone) and the feature section of daily newspapers or The Sunday Star Times.
Additional information:

None.
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Student Instructions Sheet

You will produce a profile of a person of at least 500 words. 

You will be assessed on:

· how well you develop your ideas about the person

· your ability to use a writing style that is appropriate to the task

· how well you structure your writing

· your accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Introduction:
In this activity you will develop a piece of writing about a person who has an interesting story to tell about an aspect of his or her life.  You will first interview the person and conduct any background research required to give your story credibility. You should write at least 500 words.

Task 1: Reading

a) Before you begin to write, you must familiarise yourself with the profile as a particular writing genre.  The profile examines an aspect of a person’s life and is developed primarily from an interview with that person.  After reading the profile, the reader should be able to visualise that person and hear his or her voice as well as have an understanding about the way the person thinks and acts.  

b) Read a selection of magazines and newspaper profiles and take note of the following:

· How does the writer introduce the story?

· Where and how does the writer use description?

· Where and how does the writer use quotations?

· What sources (other than interviewing the subject) has the writer used in the article?

c) Read the student exemplar Magic Mark Breaks Biking Barriers on page 7 where several of these points have been annotated. 

Task 2: Choosing a subject

a) Choose someone to write about. You could choose a family member, a neighbour, a teacher, a friend, a local identity.  You will need to focus on the aspect of the person’s life that makes his or her story interesting.  Here are some approaches that can interest readers:

· experience of life in another culture or another country (eg immigrants, New Zealanders who have lived abroad, people who may have experienced life in a war zone)

· commitment to or involvement in a group (eg a rock band, a sports team, a religious group, a school production)

· an interest, hobby or work experience (eg a passionate spoon collector, an environmentalist, a magic card enthusiast, a skateboarder)

· a unique, unfortunate or special experience (eg living with a particular medical condition, winning Lotto)

b) Here is list of profile topics that featured in a recent school Journalism class magazine.  It might help you come up with an idea:

· a teacher who has recently emigrated from China

· the student rep of the school Board of Trustees

· a student arrested for disorderly conduct

· a student mountain biking champion

· an exchange student

· a woman teacher who has played international rugby

· an ex-student now working in the arts

Task 3: Preparation

a) You will need to prepare questions before the interview.  Think about what your readers will want to know. 

b) Follow these general guidelines: 

· ask open ended questions which will encourage the subject to speak rather than give a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer ( eg ‘Tell me about …’ rather than ‘Did you …’)

· have an angle in mind so that your interview is focused BUT

· if the subject brings up material that you do not expect, be prepared to follow it up.

Task 4: Writing your profile

a) The introduction is an important ‘hook’ to interest readers. 

A ‘filmic’ approach is often useful to give the reader a sense of how the person looks and behaves.  Start with a ‘close up’ and broaden to a ‘long shot’ to build in other aspects of the person’s story.

Look at the annotations in the exemplar Magic Mark Breaks Biking Barriers (page 7). The writer uses this ‘close up’ to give details of the person’s appearance: “when he stretches out his arm to shake my hand, I see a mass of bulging veins protruding from his arms...” 
b) Follow these general guidelines for your writing style:

· allow a personal narrative to develop 

· use anecdotes or stories 

· consider a chronological approach  

· select key quotes from your subject to intersperse with your own words to allow the subject’s voice to be heard.  

c) Finish with a strong final impression.  A summary quote from your subject could provide a strong ending.

d) Look over the exemplars from pages 7 to 14 and identify the elements listed in a), b) and c). Also discuss the exemplars’ strengths and weaknesses. You may not use any of this material in your own writing.

e) You should write at least 500 words.

Task 5: Developing a final copy

Your finished profile will be approximately 500 words long. It will 

· develop ideas about your subject 

· be crafted to create effects by integrating narrative with the subject’s own words

· be structured to appeal to a readership of students and your teacher through a catchy introduction and text which develops a personal narrative then creates a final strong impression

· uses writing conventions accurately (spelling, punctuation, grammar, syntax, paragraphing)

	EXEMPLAR A: EXCELLENCE

Magic Mark Breaks Biking Barriers
Sometimes you can tell a sportsman just by looking.  They have straight posture and a physique that gives it away the first time you meet them.  Mark B would be a perfect case for this observation.  He’s not tall – maybe 5’10, but he stands rock solid.  When he stretches out his arm to shake my hand, I see a mass of bulging veins protruding from his arms.  A sign of a high metabolism so I hear.  Right now he’s wearing shorts.  That and the shape of his calf muscles suggest that this man is into bike riding of some sort.

Like most of us, Mark rode his first bike when he was eight years old.  However, for him, mountain biking has grown into a huge part of his life.  He spends, on average, two hours a day weekdays and about twice that on weekends riding all over the city.  He decided he wanted to take mountain biking seriously at the age of thirteen.  “Cross country running was getting very repetitive and I discovered mountain biking was what I really wanted to do,” he declares.  Endless hours of training and a determined commitment to the sport have turned him from just ‘a kid with a bike’ into one of the top junior riders in the country.  His skill and commitment have been recognised by various mountain biking companies and he now receives sponsorship deals from X Cycles and Y Wheels.  Of course he is happy with that.  As he says, “everyone likes to get stuff for free I guess.” 

Mark doesn’t make any fuss of the fact that he is one of the busiest sportsmen in the school.  He ran in the inter-school 3000 metre event, and was in the team that won the regional Secondary Schools Triathlon.  “I figure that if I was doing so much training for fitness, I might as well use it for things other than mountain biking,” he says with quiet confidence. 

You could be forgiven for thinking Mark must have plenty of success stories to share with his mates, but in fact he is one of the most unassuming characters at this school.  Even when he came back to school after a weekend in which he competed successfully in the Secondary Schools National Mountain Biking championship, he didn’t even mention it.  When it was announced in assembly, he responded to the questions from his friends with a sly “yeah, that was quite cool eh.”  

Mountain biking has been a huge part of this guy’s life since he was eight and for Mark, making a career out of his hobby would be the ultimate goal.  “I guess that’s the dream of most kids isn’t it?”  But he realises that this is unlikely.  “It’s kind of hard to know that you’ll only ever be doing your favourite thing as a hobby, but I know I can have fun with it for ages and take it as far as it’ll go for me.”  Wise words. 

In Mark, our school has one of its most talented, and humble sportsmen, someone who never goes out looking for the credit that is his due.  Instead he focuses on the benefits his achievements may bring to his chosen sport.  “I hope that the exposure I’m giving mountain biking in this school is going to encourage other people to take it up.  People seem to miss the fact that it’s now an Olympic event!”

Mark finishes our chat with a statement that typifies him. “You’d better not publish this in the school magazine!” he says firmly.

Told you he was humble.


	‘Filmic’ intro - close up of Ben’s physical appearance before introducing the topic : his success as a mountain biker

Background - what led to his current interest 

Details of how it affects his day to day life.

Mark’s voice comes across in quotes woven into the body of the article.

Writer’s admiration for Ben comes through in the selection of detail.

Some casual language used, eg ‘guy’ and slightly informal structures elsewhere, eg “Told you he was humble.” They are appropriate to the subject and tone of the article.

The conclusion captures the essence of his subject - which the writer has referred to throughout the article - that Mark is a talented but unassuming person.


	Ideas are developed and integrated through the clear angle taken by the writer: Ben is a talented but humble sportsman.  These ideas are reinforced through references to his achievements and his demeanour.  This makes it a convincing portrait.

Writing style is controlled through the confident inter-weaving of quotations with the writer’s own words. The style is appropriate for a school magazine and student/adult readership. Two distinctive voices are heard: the unassuming voice of the subject and the admiring voice of a peer.  The integrating of the two distinctive voices commands attention. 

Material clearly structured showing his introduction to the sport, his successes and concluding with his ambitions - a logical and effective progression.

Writing conventions are used accurately.




	EXEMPLAR B: MERIT
Made in China

A young Chinese man stands at a phone booth in Wellington Airport.  He is alone with his baggage, and holds in his hand a piece of paper.  On this piece of paper is a phone number, the young man’s sole link to New Zealand.  He rings the number. No answer.  His only connection to New Zealand is the person who would be on the other end of the phone, an old university friend.  Conveniently this person is away on holiday.  This young man is alone in a new country, with nowhere to go.  Mr. Chan, welcome to New Zealand.  

Unlike many people, Steven Chan was not overly concerned by this situation. “Oh I just went to a hotel,” he says, as if it were nothing but a trifle to be marooned in a foreign country where your knowledge of the language is limited at best.   What had brought him to New Zealand?  He had the choice of New Zealand, Canada, Australia and the United States, but “Basically, it was just the easiest to get into.” 

Steven Chan is 5’9”.  He wears big glasses, which cover his boyish face.  This face seems to be eternally plastered with a cheesy grin.  “When I came to New Zealand, my accent was very, very bad, people could not understand me.”   Apart from that, getting to know New Zealanders and becoming a New Zealander was difficult.  Especially when you want to stay Chinese as well.

Some would say Steven Chan is a slightly unusual teacher, at least by our standards.  “In China the teachers were a lot more like friends…here I was told to make sure my relationship with students doesn’t get to close.”  Despite this he has a friendly relationship with his students. 

Steven Chan is not the only person at our school who has travelled from Mainland China or other parts of Asia to New Zealand. Many students have come here as fee-paying international students or because their families have moved here, and to these students he acts as a role model, or at least tries to. “I think I am a bit of a role model for those students, because they are new to New Zealand, and are going through something very similar to what I had to.”

All this almost goes without saying.  Steven Chan is already associated with these students, and with the Asian culture within our school.   But what of his relationships with non-Asian students?  “I reckon he’s a real good guy,” says Susie, a Year 12 student, “He gets on really well with the students”. “I think he’s a good guy. He is a bit weird, but I enjoy being in his class more than the other classes” says another student. 

When he’s not smiling, he has a mocking face; mockingly serious, mockingly sad, mocking whichever student he talks to. He talks to a lot of students. Pupils who have never been taught by him will often call out “Hey Chan!” as he walks past. Steven Chan thinks this is great, and has a right to, because he has earned this attention. He is not like other teachers at the College. Not like them at all.

Steven Chan has a certain cheerful keen quality, but the main thing about him is his complete lack of a sense of superiority over his students. Many teachers attempt a chumminess with students, but never lose that feeling of supremacy over them.  Mr. Chan is entirely on the same level as his students.  When you talk to him, you do not feel like he is on a pedestal above you.

Then again, Mr. Chan may have a little problem with authority himself. “One of the reasons I left China was to get away from my parents. I already lived in a different city to them, but it is not enough!. Every time I saw them, they would ask ‘Have you got a girlfriend?’, ‘When are you getting married?’. I had to get away.”

Get away he did, to the bottom of the planet in a completely different culture. After all he’s been through, the man at Wellington Airport with a new country ahead of him hasn’t changed much.  He may be a little older and a little wiser, but no worse for wear.


	Appealing intro which creates a strong visual image, however the strong impression is not sustained.  Ideas are developed and supported but mature thought is lacking (therefore not excellent).

The writer has controlled his writing, in that he has a particular effect he wants to create - that of a teacher who is a little bit different and well-liked by his pupils.  However, the angle is not particularly fresh, given the possibilities that the story had - it is appropriate without commanding attention (therefore not excellent).
Material structured clearly, but links sometimes less than effective.

Writing conventions are used accurately.



	EXEMPLAR C: ACHIEVEMENT
Back to School

Brynley Primary School is a school full of children from the age of 5 through to 10, but if you go to the school on Wednesday mornings, you will find a really big kid trying to sit on a really small chair.  What would a Year 13 student be doing in class J1 children?

Why is Matt D even there? Has he been held back?  Is he doing community service as punishment?  Or is he there as part of a high school programme?

As part of the school career-planning programme, students have to take part in a community work experience module for term two.  This is to prepare them for the real work experience which they take part in term three, with a business corporation or franchise.

For the community module, students go to non-profitable organisations like the Salvation Army or St.Vincent’s de Pauls, or to primary schools.  This gives them a fair idea on what it’s like to work in a volunteer capacity.  You go to your area for the one-day a week for the rest of the term.  Currently, Matt has been working at Brynley Primary School for the past three out of four weeks. 

Matt’s first day was unexpectedly easy, as they [the school] had totally forgotten about him coming.  “The teacher I reported to, Miss Mason first showed me around the school, showing me where rooms were, and finally introducing me to the principal,” said Matt.

His day starts at 9am and finishes as 12. However, on his first day, he had to wait until 9:30am for a class that needed his help.  His first class for the day was looking after children at J1 and J2 level.

Matt helped them with their PE and maths.  “It made me wish I was still a child, as you don’t have heaps of expectations placed on you at such a young age.” said Matt.

It also reminded him of how he felt when he first saw a ‘big kid’ come into a class. The look on the children’s reaction on their faces was expected.  They all had a curious look on their faces, with nearly all of them relaxing and starting to talk to him.  “There were still the few who were shy, but you get that with some children.” said Matt.

10:30am was interval or ‘playtime’ as the kids put it.  Matt was allowed into the staffroom but declined, as he felt out of place.  When I asked him why he said it was because he still had his uniform on.  Instead he just spent ‘playtime’ in the school library looking around. 

Matt also found out that they do not allow students to have chocolate or energy drinks at the school.  “I was just about to eat my snickers bar when I was informed by one of the staff that such food items like that are forbidden.” he explained.  They promote healthy foods, which is understandable, as chocolate and energy drinks make kids hyperactive.

At 11am, Matt went to a junior Maori class, which you had to speak Maori to understand.  However, being a Polynesian and only having a small amount of understanding the Maori language, he found this difficult.  All the children were excellent at reading in Maori.  “The kids tried their hardest to help me try and understand them,” said Matt.

Finally midday approached and Matt bid farewell to the Maori class, with the children all screaming ‘ka kite Matt’.  He found his day at primary school quite tiring.

I asked Matt if his experience had made him want to become a primary teacher but he said no.  “It was kinda fun but it ain’t for me bro,” he said.


	The idea of Matt’s day at school is developed and supported but it lacks flair.

The writer has used some quotations which gives some life to the piece.  Although the quotes are not particularly well chosen, the writing is purposeful and the style straightforward.  Writing is therefore crafted.
Material is structured to show background and follows the day logically.  Structure is clear.  Structure could be adequate for merit if other criteria had been met.

Writing conventions are used accurately.




	EXEMPLAR D: NOT ACHIEVED

The Way it Was 

I visited Paul G, a college funny man from the past days at his flat.  He was lying on his sofa watching the wrestling on Sky.  It is a chance for him to relax in his busy life in Wellington’s entertainment scene. Paul is a huge guy these days, but years after he has left school he is working as a performer.  This is just what everybody would expect.  I looked around his student flat and saw Star Wars figures, Hercules stuff and comics everywhere which show it is evident that some funny people live here.  In the very bedroom of our man, friends and people who could be called family surrounding him and plaques, trophies and certificates say, “I’ve been there”.  This comic that has no shame in himself. I asked him about what he’s been doing.

In a room that could seem to familiar to be in, we found out what the views of this man were on our home school foundation of humour.

“College has changed from before as I see it as more strict now that the great teachers of my time are gone.”  Paul went on about the crack up stories from his day he reckons all the great teachers from his day are gone now and it’s not as good.  

After leaving college, he saw university as a large question mark since his mind was not made up, in what started as an English degree was turned down in lack of interest as the endless gigs and shows kept on calling.  He is thinking about doing design because he likes comic drawings and acting because it’s what he always wanted to do.  He has been in quite a few shows around town but still likes to keep up the work on his drawing skills. 

The skills that this person shows are too obvious because he has left behind a whole lot of memories and ideas that puts a question on the face of junior and senior drama today at college.  School drama is one of the things he still works with among all the many jobs he has and seems that he will never leave the students behind. At our school and at others.

Up till now, drama is what has been a filler for leaving our school behind, work with helping other colleges in theatre sports and doing many gigs and important events/functions allow that guy that won the Shamelessness award in the school magazine, carry out his duties in style. He’s still shameless today about some of the stuff they used to get up to, but he won’t reveal the details.

But one things for sure memories of Paul and his mates linger on.  “The boys have kept it going” and they sure have.  The guys that I can remember working with all the way back in third form are still doing the very same things.  But one things missing though and that’s Paul.  


	Structures material. Intro and conclusion are appropriate.

Development of structure is not logical in parts, eg moves from ’I asked him about what he’s been doing’ to ‘we found out what the views of this man were on our home school foundation of humour.’ 

A number of ideas about the character are developed and supported with examples.

Attempts are made to craft writing but does not meet this criterion. Some good use of language but the writing lacks fluency, eg ‘This comic that has no shame in himself.’ and  ‘ It is a chance for him to relax in his busy life in Wellington’s entertainment scene’.

Several awkward expressions intrude eg “The skills that this person shows are too obvious…”
Writing conventions are not used accurately.  Syntax needs attention.




Assessment Schedule: Eng/2/2_C6 - Produce crafted and developed formal transactional writing
	
	Descriptor
	Example

	Achievement
	Develop and support ideas in a piece of formal transactional writing.

Craft writing to create effects which are appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Structure material in a way that is appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Use writing conventions accurately.


	Refer annotated achievement exemplar Back to School on page 11.

	Achievement with Merit
	Develop and support ideas convincingly in a piece of formal transactional writing.

Craft controlled writing to create effects which are appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Structure material clearly in a way that is appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Use writing conventions accurately.


	Refer annotated merit exemplar Made in China on page 9.

	Achievement with Excellence
	Develop, support, and integrate ideas convincingly, in a piece of formal transactional writing.

Craft controlled writing to create effects which are appropriate to audience, purpose and text type, and which commands attention.

Structure material clearly and effectively in a way that is appropriate to audience, purpose and text type.

Use writing conventions accurately.


	Refer annotated excellence exemplar Magic Mark Breaks Biking Barriers on page 7.






























































‘Filmic’ approach to structuring the writing:
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