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The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:

This investigation is integrated with a broad theme which the class explores as part of the study of one or more texts. Each student then develops their own investigation based on this theme. They frame research questions, select and read relevant texts and present a written report. As well as looking at the theme in each text they should also investigate connections between texts.

They may incorporate text(s) studied as a class into their report but the majority of the texts should be chosen by the student. In order to give some breadth to the investigation, several texts should be included. The investigation may include texts chosen by students as part of their individual wide reading programme for unit standard 12905.

Conditions:

This activity requires a combination of class and homework time. Students should read texts and select information both in and out of class. Class time should be used to process information and develop reports. By focusing on a single theme, teachers can offer focused guidance as students select texts and shape their investigations.

Teachers will need careful checkpoint procedures to ensure the authenticity of student output, especially when reports are being drafted and developed.

Students should use the formats modelled in this activity for their research plan, for recording sources and information in the research process, and for structuring and organising their research reports. Explanatory Note 6 requires that a written bibliography be included.

Resource Requirements:

Students should be encouraged to select their own texts linked to the theme and to use school and community libraries and other sources to find suitable texts. Teachers may also recommend and provide a range of suitable texts.

Possible Local Adaptation:

Where local adaptations are made, teachers and schools should ensure that they have:

· checked that the adapted assessment validly assesses the achievement standard;

· checked the copyright status of any material imported into the assessment resource;

· complied with all internal and external quality assurance requirements.
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Student Instructions Sheet

Part of your English programme may focus on one or more texts featuring a particular theme. Using the text(s) studied in class as a starting point, complete your own investigation into this theme based on several texts you have chosen. 

Your investigation should be based on several texts. You may include texts studied by the class in your report, but the majority of the texts should be selected by you. 

As you work through stages in the research process you will be guided by examples from the ‘growing up in New Zealand’ theme investigation in this activity. You may not repeat this specific material in your own research, although you can complete research on this theme or on the themes in the student exemplars. You may also incorporate the texts referred to in the exemplars with texts you have chosen, but you may not include any material from the exemplars in your report or in your notes.

You will complete work in class and for homework. Your teacher will guide you on how much time you have for this task. Your report must be presented in written form, but it can be supported by other material.

You will be assessed on how well you:

· propose your research questions and select relevant information from a range of resources that are documented in a bibliography

· present observations that are supported from your texts and draw conclusions

· structure and organise your information and ideas in an effective written format.
Task 1: Selecting a theme 

Your teacher will identify a theme you will explore as a class in one or more of the texts you will study this year. This theme will then be the focus for your own investigation in texts selected by you. As well as looking at the theme in each text you should also explore connections between the texts. You could prepare for the investigation by reading texts featuring this theme as part of your wide reading programme.




Task 2: Choosing texts and developing questions 

a) Your teacher will select one or more texts which your class will examine to introduce the theme study. 


b) You will also choose texts linked to the theme. You could include:

· written texts, such as fiction, world literature, New Zealand fiction, drama, biography / autobiography, short story collections, and poetry anthologies.

· visual texts, such as film, television, and theatre.

· oral texts, such as discussions, interviews, radio documentaries and readings.

You must have read the texts this year.

Depending on the theme, you could also include:

· texts with different cultural perspectives

· contemporary as well as historical texts

· texts by male and female authors or with male and female viewpoints 

· texts with established critical reputations

c) Plan out the texts you intend including in your investigation. The texts you choose may influence how you frame your research questions. 


d) Develop at least two research questions. The questions should:

· be open and researchable

· encourage you to make links between the texts 

· enable you to draw conclusions and make judgements as you investigate the theme. 

You may adapt these questions during the research process depending on how the information you select from the texts shapes your investigation.


e) Discuss the texts you intend including and your research questions with your teacher.

Task 3: Selecting and recording information

a) Keep a research log. This will help you keep a record of the texts you have used and the relevant information you have selected.

b) For each text record information which will help you address your research questions. It should also include at least one specific detail from the text. 

Your log entries will form the basis of the report you write.

Use this layout to write your log entries for each text:


c) Look back at the log entries for all your texts:

· have you addressed your research questions?

· should you adapt any research questions, given the nature of the information you have found?

· have some texts been more useful than others?

· have any issues or questions arisen from your investigation?

Task 4: Drafting your report

a) You are now ready to present your conclusions in an appropriate written format. Structure and organise your information and ideas in your report to include:

· An introduction stating the focus and scope of the research. You should include details about the theme and the works you have read.

· A body of accurate information from which relevant conclusions and judgements are drawn linked to your research questions, together with evidence to support the points you make.

· a conclusion

· a bibliography

Your report should show the use and control of writing conventions without intrusive errors. For excellence, the accurate use of writing conventions is required.

b) Read and discuss the following excellence level report. Note how:

· the report is structured and organised

· how judgements are included and how connections are made between texts.

Research Report:

Theme Investigation: Growing up in New Zealand

Introduction

My theme investigation examines different perspectives on growing up in our country. The texts I chose span experiences from the 1920s and 1930s in Mihipeka: Early Years and Oracles and Miracles, to today in ‘O Tamaiti’, Dare Truth or Promise, ‘Say Thank You’, and The Boy. Regardless of whether the character grew up in the 1920s or the 1990s the perspective they had on growing up was closely linked to their relationships with parents and families, between young and old, Maori and Pakeha. My report outlines three key connections about growing up I made between these texts. 

Do young people matter to parents?

In the short film ‘O Taimaiti’ director Sima Urale reveals the sense of fear and loneliness children experience without adults’ care and support. Tino and his brothers and sisters seem insignificant in the adult dominated world. Right from the first few moments when Tino is standing in front of the iceberg-like vending machine in the hospital, a doctor sweeps by him without saying anything or even looking at him. Tino has to grow up quickly and shoulder responsibilities well beyond his age. With both parents working, he must cope with caring for his five younger siblings including a baby.  Children clearly do matter for David Hill in The Boy, a story about stages of his son growing up. He takes interest and amusement in his son’s development with descriptions of his son’s braces as “heavy metal” and his “VGR” (vertical growth rate) as 5 centimetres every night! David Hill seems very much in touch with his son, unlike Tino’s parents in ‘O Tamaiti’ where commands replace intimacy. 

Harshness drives children away from their parents

In Oracles and Miracles Fag’s and Ginnie’s mother is indifferent to how the daughters feel. Fag uses the image of “lifting the scab” to show how unpleasant she finds remembering her childhood. The difficulties of growing up in poverty in the 1930s and 1940s are made much worse by a bitter and loveless mother.  In ‘Say Thank You’ the parental dominated communication eventually results in the daughter’s defiance. The sad aspect of both stories is that the mothers become alienated from their children. In ‘Say Thank You’ the volleys of commands and questions- “Where do you think you’re going?” - could be seen as the mother trying to protective, but by the end the rift has widened with the mother pleading for some contact from her daughter as a kind of lifeline: “Give me a call. Drop me a line.”

Fitting in when growing up – at a price

Mihipeka and Dare Truth or Promise both show young people denying important aspects of themselves in order to gain acceptance. Mihi Edwards gives up her Maori heritage and her spirituality to fit in with her pakeha husband and his group of friends. Mihi decides that it is important that she marry a pakeha so that her children do not appear Maori and are subjected to the same hardships that she suffered as a child. Her husband reveals his racist side towards Mihi having Maori friends which is the catalyst which breaks the marriage. Mihi then immerses herself in her culture and rediscovers happiness. 

Louie in Dare Truth or Promise also denies her true self to please her parents and society. Feeling guilty about falling in love with Willa, Louie gives up seeing her and tries to appear ‘normal’ by taking a boy to the ball. Louie may seem happy on the surface but underneath her misery is festering like an untreated wound. It takes Louie’s failed suicide attempt for her parents to be more understanding and for Louie to feel that she could be herself and not deny her sexuality. In both Mihi’s and Louie’s cases it shows that being true to yourself and happy with who you are matters much more than fitting in to a bigoted or intolerant society. 

Conclusion

It is clear from my investigation that love not discipline helps a young person grow up and survive in an often unfair world. Harshness crushes young people. In many of the texts I chose the young people miss out on the love they need to grow and gain a sense of pride and identity: Ginnie and Fag in Oracles & Miracles, Tino in 'O Tamaiti’, the daughter in ‘Say Thank You.’ The positive comes through strongly too. Mihi Edwards in Mihipeka says about her Kui that she “has always understood my feelings.” Being understood and loved is what children need most when growing up.


(750 words)
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Task 5: Presenting your research

a) Before you begin, read the following student exemplars and discuss their strengths and areas where they could be improved. You may not include any material from the exemplars in your report or in your notes, although you can complete research on the themes shown here. You may also incorporate texts referred to in the exemplars in your own investigation.

b) Write at least 500 words in your report. Include a bibliography. Attach to your report the notes you have taken to show the information you have selected from each text. Refer to the student exemplars for suggested appropriate formats.
Exemplar A:
Excellence

Research topic:

Homosexual perspectives in NZ texts

Research questions:

· Why do some characters announce their homosexuality, while others keep it a secret?
· What problems are faced by the characters because of their homosexuality?
· What do these characters have in common?

Research Notes:

‘Dare Truth or Promise,’ written by Paula Boock

· Louie came from a religious and close family background.

· Willa – independent and strong in her beliefs. Supportive Mum. Didn’t care how people saw her.

· Louie – parents didn’t understand. Not allowed to see Willa – depression, attempted suicide.

· Willa – depressed. Started to smoke and drink, outlook changed.

· Louie  – similar feeling of insecurity to Tom in ‘Disco Years.’ 

‘Invisible Families,’ written by Terry Stewart

· Character’s name not mentioned – trying to keep it a secret. Didn’t think parents would understand.

· Faces depression due to physical and emotional bullying.

· Went to church for support – told was “abominable and perverted.”

· Attempted suicide – sim. to Louie in Dare Truth or Promise – keeps feelings bottled up.

· Similar lack of confidence to Louie, Tom in ‘Disco Years.’ 

‘A Friend of Dorothy,’ directed by Raoul O’Connell

· Winston has no problem in announcing his homosexuality.

· Feels alone, isolated.

· Falls in love with room mate – not reciprocated until the day he leaves.

· Desperate to find love like Tom in ‘Disco Years.’ Isolated like many other characters.

‘The Disco Years,’ directed by Robert Lee King

· Tom gained courage to announce his homosexuality after Mr Reece’s sexuality was publicised and he was fired.

· After his relationship with Matt, Matt changed and did not want people to know. Started going out with girls.

· Tom hangs our with people who treat homosexuals badly – feels filthy in their company.

‘Red Cliff,’ written by Bernard Beckett

· Leon – popular all around school. Outed by best friend Kurt after Leon made a pass at him. 

· Had plenty of friends – then everyone treated him as untouchable.

· Had attitude change from loving to revengeful - different from change in characters in other texts who felt isolated..

Research Report:

Homosexual perspectives in NZ texts?

Introduction

My investigation examines the perspectives and experiences of several  homosexual characters in a range of NZ texts. The texts I have relied on are the novels Dare Truth or Promise and Red Cliff, the non fiction work Invisible Families, and the short fiilms ‘The Disco Years’ and ‘A Friend of Dorothy.’ All homosexual characters from these texts face difficulties linked towards their relationships with their families, their religious backgrounds and most importantly peer pressure. 

Why do some characters announce their homosexuality, while others keep it a secret?

The short film ‘The Disco Years,’ directed by Robert Lee King, shows Tom Peter’s fear of being different . When the boy he loved betrayed him by dating a girl ,his guilt grows even stronger making him confused and insecure. But when his teacher, Mr. Reese, gets fired just because his homosexuality is publicised, Tom takes action at this unjust treatment. By doing this Tom eventually learns to accept himself and therefore has the confidence to announce his homosexuality publicly. 

This however is different in Leon's case, a character from Bernard Beckett's novel Red Cliff. Leon never accepts his homosexuality and therefore denies any accusation referring to him being gay. It is certain that his popularity and strength stops him from doing so. After his sexuality is publicised by Kurt, his best friend, who violates his trust, we see an immediate change in how people treat him. His desire to be accepted is to be accepted as a heterosexual. This is probably the reason why we see a change in behaviour from a loving and respectful boy to a boy seeking revenge.

It is fair to say that in order to be accepted, a gay person does not only have to accept themselves but also feel confident about his/her sexual identity. This is why there is such a contrast between Tom who looked for answers to his questions and Leon who tried so hard to ignore the questions life brought his way.

What problems are faced by the characters because of their homosexuality?

In Dare Truth or Promise, Louie tries very hard to deny her true self, mainly because she comes from a very religious family background. The strong church beliefs and values her family rely on, force her family to react really vigorously and negatively towards Louie's sexuality. To please her parents, she tries to convince herself that her love for Willa was just mere teenage experimenting, but deep inside her desire to be with Willa grows stronger. Stuck in the middle of her family's expectations and her own feelings, depression and misery take over her life. Louie's unsuccessful suicide attempt forces her parents to understand and make an effort to allow Louie to investigate her sexuality openly.

Terry Stewart, the author of Invisible Families, tells us the story of her gay son. In her son’s case even though she and her husband try very hard to come to terms with their son’s homosexuality, the son feels insecure about sharing his difficulties with them. Peer pressure plays a big role in his life as he is constantly mercilessly victimised by his peers. In his need for support he relies on his local church for answers but instead of comfort he is told that he is `abominable and perverted'. Grieving his own sense of self‑worth, his stress culminates in an attempted suicide. Appalled by the way their son is being treated they take matters in their own hands, making sure that he is treated with love and respect just like everybody else's sons and daughters. 

Both texts show us how societies around us have such strong heterosexual expectations. Gays, lesbians and bisexuals are therefore made to believe that they are wrong just because they are in minority. We see this in Louie's story when she doesn't have her family supporting her; we also see it in Terry's son's case that has his whole community going against him. These two texts also reflect on the importance of family support among homosexual teenagers.

What do these characters have in common?

‘A Friend of Dorothy’ and Dare Truth or Promise show us characters desperately searching for someone who understands them and knows what they are going through. In ‘A Friend of Dorothy,’ a short film. by Raoul O'Connell, we see that Winston has no problem accepting his homosexuality. Even his peers and family members respect his sexual identity, but his desperate effort to find a place of belonging is really what depresses him most. He grieves for the company of males who share the same perspectives, who like the same music, who read the same books as he does. As a result of not finding someone his kind, he starts to lose hope and therefore gets more and more depressed day by day. A turning point in his life is when he passes through the gay and lesbian community. It is then he realises that he is not alone. When he comes across a group of guys from his college who blend into the normal heterosexual society during the day, but come out of their shell during the night he is shocked but happy.

Like Wilson, Willa, a character from Paula Boock's novel Dare Truth or Promise also has no problem accepting her homosexuality. She is always a very independent girl who values her sexual beliefs. Her sense of isolation is mainly because she has no honest shoulder to cry on. In both her relationships she is blamed for being a bad influence on her sexual partners. Willa is expelled from her college after having an affair with a girl who came from a family with strong political standards. With her second relationship Louie's parents blame Willa for making her daughter a lesbian. Due to this attitude of always being called "the dangerous girl", "the girl you should stay away from", it becomes hard for her to trust or rely on anyone. Her main cause of isolation is because she has to fight her own battles, defend her own sexual identity and self worth. She does not have a strong family back‑up like her partners seemed to have.

Conclusion

It is clear from my investigation that young homosexuals need a lot of support and love to gain the confidence to investigate their sexuality openly. In many of the texts I chose, I found that the characters not only have to cater for their biological and psychological needs which the society considers abnormal,they also have to fight for their recognition and existence as homosexuals and as human beings.
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Exemplar B:
Merit

Research topic:

19th Century New Zealand Life as presented in NZ Texts


Research questions:

1. How do texts present 19th century life? 

2. How do the characters try to improve conditions?

3. What similar themes connnect these texts?

Research Notes:

`Supporting the Family' 

Author: Catherine Hester Ralfe

1, 2. Catherine and Annie had a hard life. Annie’s husband was looking for work, women ahd to earn money to support themselves and five children. Managed through hard work to make a comfortable life.

3. Similar to Lady Barker who had to work hard on trek and in farming life.

‘Family life in New Zealand 1870‑1880’

Author: GL Meredith

1. Rough living in the bush. Travel was hard and dangerous. Meredith lived in a shack with roughly hewn furniture. 

2. Life was better when he moves to Wellington. Joins rugby team, makes friends.

3. Similiar to James Cox – through relationships that his situation improved.

`Lady Barker: My First and Last Experience of "Camping Out"'

Author: Mary Anne Barker

1. Lady Barker was quite tough - had to face tough trek, camping on freezing hillside.

2. Stuck things out, tried to be cheerful. Rewarded in the end of trek by a beautiful sunset.

3.Had to work hard in daily farming life like Catherine and Annie.

‘The Piano’

Director: Jane Campion

1. Life was tough for Ada. Moved to wilderness of early NZ. Had to deal with jealous violent husband. 

2. Expressed herself through piano playing. Sought comfort from Baines.

3.Like Cox and Meredith, who finds improvement through contact with others, life improves for her, finds happiness through another person.

‘Nearly out of Heart and Hope: The Puzzle of a Colonial Labourer's Diary.’

Author: Miles Fairburn

1. Tough life for colonial labourer. Constantly moving around, often unemployed. Didn’t adapt well to rough living.

2. Pessimistic – moaned about his situation. Found life better when with others.

3. Similar to Meredith, Ada.

Research Report:

19th Century New Zealand Life as presented in NZ Texts

Introduction

The theme that I chose to investigate was 19th century New Zealand life as presented in NZ texts. I examined perspectives of women in such texts as `Supporting the Family', `Lady Barker: My First and Last Experience of "Camping Out"' and The Piano. I also read about life from a male point of view in Family life in New Zealand 1870‑1880 and Nearly out of Heart and Hope: The Puzzle of a Colonial Labourer's Diary.

I found that life was a struggle for men and women alike. It could be improved however, by hard work, and by the companionship of others.

How do texts present 19th century life? 

The one theme that comes through clearly in all five texts is that life in 19th century New Zealand was very hard. Some of the problems were specific to that era. An example of this is James Cox of Nearly out of Heart and Hope who had to deal with irregular pay, unreliable employers and dangerous exposure to the elements when he was working in the flax industry. Also G.L. Meredith from Family life in New Zealand who had to travel on poorly maintained roads in a rickety carriage to get from town to town.

Other problems though are still experienced by New Zealanders today - such as those in The Piano, where Ada's husband is jealous of her relationship with a neighbour, and abuses her as a result.

How the characters try to improve conditions?

Hard work was required just to survive in 19th century New Zealand. Happiness also required hard work. Times were tough in the 1800s. Living in wild, impenetrable bush and dealing with unemployment, lowered the spirits of 19th century New Zealanders. 

For instance, two pioneer women, Catherine and Annie, were left to fend for themselves and five children in `Supporting the Family'. While Annie's husband was elsewhere seeking employment, she and her friend Catherine had to try and earn their own money. They worked hard at their respective jobs, and ensured the welfare of their families and themselves.


Another text which features a female working hard is Lady Barker: My First and Last Experience of "Camping Out". In this short text, Lady Barker is the only female in a group of farmers who are tramping up a hill to camp there for the night. It is hard work tramping up the hill, and even harder work surviving the cold night on the hilltop. Lady Barker and her companions stuck it through though, and were rewarded with a beautiful sunset at the end.


Through hard work, Lady Barker, Catherine, and Annie all found happiness. While Lady Barker marvelled at the view from the hilltop at dawn, Catherine and Annie found happiness in the fact that they were providing a good life for their family.

What similar themes connect these texts?

In The Piano, Ada had to deal with a husband who doesn't understand her, and who, in refusing to let Ada keep her piano, denied her of her only means of expressing herself. She found comfort in the arms of her neighbour, a man who loved her and tried to understand her. In Family life in New Zealand, G.L. Meredith was unhappy while living alone in a roughly built shack, but started enjoying life a lot more when he moves to Wellington and made some friends, joining the local rugby team. James Cox of Nearly out of Heart and Hope tended to sink into despair while making his long treks to find work alone. He found things much easier when he travelled with companions.

Ada, G.L. Meredith, and James Cox all found that interaction with others helped make life more bearable. 

Conclusion

What I have learnt from the texts that I studied is that life in 19th century New Zealand was  tough. This was often caused by factors outside a person's control, such as the impenetrable bush, or high unemployment rates. It was difficult to overcome difficulties and live a happy life. They had to be prepared to do a lot of hard work, but they were rewarded in the end. Relationships also helped to ease the burden of 19th century life also brought happiness to the lives of many New Zealanders in the 1800s.
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Exemplar C:
Achievement

Research topic:

Growing Up In New Zealand

Research questions:

1. What pressures do the characters face when they are growing up?

2. How do they react to those pressures?

3. What are the connections I can make between texts dealing with growing up in New Zealand?

Research Notes:

‘Whale Rider’

Director: Niki Caro

1. Pressure of not being able to carry on the family tradition. Pressure from Koro.

2. Pai fels hurt, tries to get Koro to accept her. Does things behind his back to gain acceptance.  Risks life to save the whales.

3. Links to Rain. Both have pressure from families.

‘Face Value’

Author: Janet Peters

1. Looks different from others. Stereotyped as bad, wierd. Pressure from peers.

2. Bottles up anger. Stereotypes people around her.

3. Like Maori Girl – pressure from people around her. Judging people because they’re different. 

‘The Quiet One’

Author: Dan Davin

1. Pressure from friends, girls. 

2. Ned keeps quiet – a lot more shy than friends. Thinks he can never get a girl, but doesn’t realise when one girl shows an interest and just walks away.

3. Pressure from peers, dating and asking girls out like pp in Maori Girl.

‘Maori Girl’

Author: Noel Hilliard

1. Pressure from peers, father, abuse from boyfriend, city life. Hard to find job and place to stay.

2. Angry at boss – gets fired. Drinks and smokes. Sleeps with person she hardly knows.

3.Family pressure from drunk father – like from drunk parents in Rain. Like in ‘Face Value’ – different from others.

‘Rain’

Christine Jeffs

1. Parental neglect – continuous drinking and parties. Discovering sexuality. Having to look after younger brother.

2. Starts to smoke and drink like parents. Sleeps with older man.

3. Connections with Maori Girl.

Research Report:

Growing Up In New Zealand

Introduction

My theme investigation shows what pressures young New Zealanders face as they are growing up in both the Pakeha and Maori world. The texts which I have chosen for my study are the film Rain, which is about a young girl trying to deal with her alcoholic parents. Another film which I studied was Whale Rider in which Pai also faces pressures from her family. The book Maori Girl also portrays these but also the pressure of racial discrimination during the time in which Maori were turned away from jobs and housing. My texts are from a range of different times dating from the 1960s to 2002. I decided to look at the pressures the characters are facing as they grow up, how they react, and the connections I can make between texts.

Society and its pressures


Maori Girl deals with racial discrimination in the 1960s. Netta grows up in a rural community in the country and lives on a farm with her family she wants to get away from this so she moves to the fast paced city of Wellington. At first she finds it tough as no one would hire her because she is Maori. She is turned away many times from jobs and doesn't understand why until one person comes out and says "We don't hire Maoris." She also finds it hard to find somewhere to live as many said they had no vacancies. Secondly, her Pakeha boyfriend is ashamed to be seen with her in public and he just uses her. When Netta questions him he becomes angry and turns it around on her and accuses her of cheating. "Well it's my own fault I should have known better." 


In the short story ‘Face Value’ Hart is different to others. She's seen as a punk or weird but really inside there is a child itching to come out and show her soft side. She thinks she's being stereotyped as a bad person. Hart ends up bottling all her anger inside and taking it out on other people by stereotyping them. "Look at them Remuera tarts." 

Family pressures 

In the film Rain Janey's parents are alcoholics who have continuous drinking parties at their bach and neglect their children. Janey has to look after her little brother Jim but also while dealing with her new found sexuality. With her parents slipping away more every day Janey starts to turn into her mother whom she despises. She falls for Cady a photographer who her mother is having an affair with. Janey starts to flirt with Cady encouraging him to take her picture. Cady agrees and then she ends up sleeping with him. 

In the film Whale Rider Pai has to deal with the pressure of not being a boy to carry on the leadership. Pai feels hurt and rejected by.her grandfather so she tries to gain his acceptance by going behind his back. In the end she risks her life to prove herself and save the whales.

In Maori Girl Netta is pressured by her father to do everything right. When a rumour is spread by other kids about his daughter he is disgusted and punishes her. Netta's father drinks and is abusive. He takes to his children with a whip if they do wrong.

Peer pressure


The two short stories I studied ‘Face Value’ and ‘The Quiet One’ both portray peer pressure. In ‘Face Value’ Hart grows up with the pressures from the people around her especially as she dresses like a punk with a mohawk and has everything pierced. "It's obvious they've never had to worry about money for a start." 

In ‘The Quiet One’ Ned has the pressure from his friends about dating as he never has really been in a relationship. He puts himself down and feels he is not up to the same standard as his friends. He thinks of himself as a tag along "I ought to have gone away, there was no good in just tagging on." 

In Maori Girl when Netta moves to the city she falls in with the wrong crowd and makes friends with a girl called Myra who becomes a bad influence on her. Netta starts smoking and drinking. At a party she goes to she gets drunk and ends up sleeping with a guy called Eric who ends up treating her like rubbish because of who she is as he is ashamed to be seen with her. Later on Netta becomes pregnant. In these texts they all show different scenarios of peer pressure and what could be the outcomes of their actions due to these pressures.

Conclusion

From the texts I have studied it shows that when growing up in life we all go through some pressures whether it comes from your peers, family or society. In the film Rain and Whale Rider and the text Maori Girl all they needed was the love and understanding from their family. All pressures in life are just a part of growing up and becoming stronger for future experiences.
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Exemplar D:
Not achieved


Research topic:

Outdoors in New Zealand

Research questions:

· In what ways is the outdoor life attractive to New Zealanders?

· How does the outdoor life challenge or inspire NZ readers?

· What is the difference between the outdoor life in this text compared to other texts?

Research Notes:

The Life and Times of a Good Keen Man

· It mentions lots about life in the open.

· Barry called outdoors life as one strand of rope.

· Barry Crump lived in the open on the farm.

A Ramble in Paradise

· The best one day walk in the country. 

· Air at 1350 metres is so clear.

Research Report:

Introduction


My theme introduction allows us to examine the outdoors in New Zealand. The texts I have chosen have a wide range of ideas of different aspects of outdoor life, they are: The Life and Times of a Good Keen Man, A Ramble in Paradise, Snowy Mountain High, Where No Man Has Gone Before, and The Price of Milk. All of these texts relate to people who grew up with the outdoors at the backdoor. This is the world of open spaces, trees to climb and build huts in, places to camp, and streams and estuaries to catch small fish and mess about in boats. The other outdoor adventure is climbing, tramping and camping in the wilderness. My report is outlined with three research questions about outdoors in New Zealand.

NEW ZEALAND PULLS US TO ITS BEAUTY


The short story A Ramble in Paradise by Colin Moore reveals New Zealand's greatest one day walk in the county which is the tramp towards Mt Ngauruhoe. In summer the mountains of Tongariro National Park ring to the boots of walkers and climbers with no such temptations. Colin suggests that the idea of a two day tramp that has been kicking around in a rucksack map pocket for a couple of years and is an adventure that deserves the huge high pressure weather system that smiles on it. Sun shines certainly are a great investment for Colin in Snowy Mountain High, a short story about the scene of some of this country's most unusual exciting, daring and hazardous adventures.

The outcome of adventures here is often unknown. The sight of an avalanche is remarkable for it starts from a tiny point often where a rock protrudes and into a rumble of madness.

THE GREAT OUTDOOR CHALLENGE

In The Life and Times of a Good Keen Man Barry Crump calls his outdoor life a strand of rope, but this is indeed many strands incredibly intertwined to make us think we need to live life like Barry. Barry challenges himself in all aspects of outdoor life. Growing up on the farm might have made it easier for him but not all things indeed are found on a farm. He did what we would not imagine doing, that is country deer hunting. He went to the far wilderness of this country to catch deer. Barry has been through a lot of open country, forests and jungles, more than any of us could ever imagine. To us fishing is a big adventure or challenge, but to Barry he sees it differently.

Barry decides that what he is doing is not earning him enough so hence decides to start catching crocs for more cash, an extraordinary thing to do but Barry lives life by taking risks. In Where No Man Has Gone Before Whakapapa ski school instructor Craig Corbett bears just the faintest resemblance to Captain Kirk, but his briefing comes straight from the bridge of the Enterprise. In Snowy Mountain High Colin Moore is told that he has to go where no man has gone before. He will seek out slush, ,patches of cannonball sized ice and hectares of soft powder. Colin Moore explores the steepest  of slopes, plunge into unknown terrain. The way Barry sees it, it is one strand of rope, but the way Colin sees it, it is a. big load of ice.

TYPES OF OUTDOOR LIFE


The Price of Milk director Harry Sinclair shows us the outdoors life through the eyes of Lucinda, Rob and their hundred and seventeen cows who lead a charmed existence in a magical world. Lucinda and Rob show us farm life is not at all different than working in the city. In fact they prove to us that farming in the outdoors is more relaxing. Lucinda must learn the price of milk before it is too late. Lucinda and Rob have a good relationship on the farm and how they live in the great outdoors is tremendous. In Snowy Mountain High beauty tends to be in the eye of the beholder. So when New Zealand's foremost adventurer Graeme Dingle talks about adventure it is likely that he is has something personal in mind. This outdoor life is something totally different to farming as it has more adventures. In A Ramble in Paradise Colin Moore  says that at 1350m the air is so clear it seems to clean with every breath, this is what adventure is all about. Outdoor life can be seen in different ways.

CONCLUSION

It is clear from my investigation that  beauty is within our country. We are pulled to the beauty of New Zealand. The great outdoors challenges us to take risks and be adventurous as in Colin Moore, whose adventure mostly involves taking risks. In many of the texts I chose they all prove something about New Zealand's beauty and to inspire as many kiwis as possible to get outside and into some outdoor adventure of their own. Whether it is tramping, kayaking, skiing, climbing, mountain biking, fishing, farming or any one of a whole lot of other outdoor based activities, don't just sit there reading about it get out there and do it, too! You won’t be sorry.
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Assessment schedule: Eng/2/8_D7 - Investigate a language or literature topic and present information in written form

	
	Descriptor
	Example 

	Achievement
	· Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.

· Present accurate information and draw relevant conclusions.

· Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate written format.


	Refer exemplar C on page 17.



	Merit
	· Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.

· Present  accurate information coherently, interpreting the information, and drawing relevant conclusions.

· Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate written format.


	Refer exemplar B on page 14.



	Excellence
	· Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.

· Present accurate and detailed information coherently, interpreting the information, making qualitative judgements about it and drawing relevant conclusions with close links to the question(s).

· Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate and effective written format.


	Refer exemplar A on page 10.




Eg ‘A sense of perspective’


An English department decided on a broad thematic approach as part of their Year 12 English programme. Each class explored a ‘sense of perspective’ theme in several different contexts, examining central characters’ perspectives towards particular experiences. Students then completed their own investigations based on texts they had selected. Theme studies completed by individual classes and followed by students’ theme investigations included:








Feeling/being


respected


understood


pressured 


isolated











Experiencing


a challenge (eg pioneering life in early New Zealand)


growing up (eg in New Zealand, or in any setting)











Losing or gaining


innocence


freedom


love


acceptance








Eg  ‘Growing up in New Zealand’ theme investigation / texts studied by the class:





Paula Boock’s novel Dare Truth or Promise 


Sima Urale’s short film ‘O Tamaiti’











Eg  Growing up in New Zealand / texts chosen by the student:





(in addition to Dare Truth or Promise and ‘O Tamaiti’ which were studied by the class and the student decided to include as part of her investigation)


Jane Westaway’s short story ‘Say Thank You’


Mihi Edwards’ autobiography Mihipeka: Early Years


Stevan Eldred-Grigg’s novel Oracles and Miracles


Readings from David Hill’s The Boy








Eg  Growing up in New Zealand / questions:





What was the central perspective on growing up seen in this text? Who is the central character?


What influence did the context (eg time/place/situation/other people) have on this character’s experience of growing up?


What connections can I make between the perspective on growing up in this text and perspectives in other texts? 











Title				‘O Tamaiti’


Type of Text			Short film


Director / author		Sima Urale


Date of entry		5.9.00





Perspective on growing up theme:


Tino - 11 years old, five brothers and sisters. 


Tino and his brothers and sisters insignificant in the adult dominated world. Soundtrack is full of adult voices and commands. 








Influence of context on character:


Parents both working. Parents expect Tino to have major responsibilities. Tino needs to feed the children, put them to bed and care for the baby.  


Adults take little interest, children need to cope by themselves. In the hospital, a doctor sweeps by Tino without saying anything or even looking at him. 








Connections with other texts:


Contrast to father’s approach in The Boy – active interest taken in many aspects of son’s development.


Similar to ‘Say Thank You.’ Plenty of commands given.





Key headings used to show connections made between texts





Present and interpret detailed and accurate information coherently





Make qualitative judgements about the information








Present and interpret detailed and accurate information coherently





Make qualitative judgements about the information








Make qualitative judgements about the information








Present and interpret detailed and accurate information coherently





Make qualitative judgements about the information





Draw conclusions with close links to questions. Qualitative judgements made.





Use a range of referenced sources





Integrates information from more than one source.


Interprets the information.








Presents accurate and detailed information.








Makes some qualitative judgement based on information already presented, but insufficient over whole report for excellence.





Draws relevant conclusion.





Presents accurate information.


Draws relevant conclusion.





Integrates information from more than one source.


Interprets the information. 








Draws relevant conclusion.





Integrates information from more than one source.


Interprets the information. Presents accurate information.








Overall, this research report:


Presents accurate information coherently [but not in a sufficiently detailed way as required for excellence.]


Interprets the information and draws relevant conclusions.  [Limited qualitative judgements made - insufficient for excellence.]


[second criterion]








Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.


[first criterion]





Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate and effective written format:


Introduction stating focus of research


Body of accurate information presented


Relevant conclusions drawn from information presented


Accurate use and control of writing conventions


[third criterion]





Integrates information from more than one source to draw conclusions with close links to questions.








Qualitative judgements are made based on information already presented.








Integrates information from more than one source to draw conclusions with close links to questions.








Referenced resources means that a written bibliography is included in the presentation.


[Explanatory Note 6]








Qualitative judgements are made here, and throughout the report.





Integrates information from more than one source to draw conclusions with close links to questions.








Presents accurate and detailed information coherently and interprets the information.











Presents accurate and detailed information coherently and interprets the information.











Qualitative judgements are made here, and throughout the report.





Integrates information from more than one source to draw conclusions with close links to questions.








Presents accurate and detailed information coherently and interprets the information.











Information is interpreted. 








This research report:


presents accurate and detailed information coherently


interprets the information, makes qualitative judgements about the information


draws relevant conclusions with close links to the questions. 


[second criterion]








Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.


[first criterion]





Makes some qualitative judgement but insufficient over whole report for excellence.





Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.


[first criterion]





Overall, this research report:


Presents accurate information 


Draws relevant conclusions. [Some attempt to interpret information, but insufficient for merit.]


[second criterion]








Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate written format:


Introduction stating focus of research


Body of accurate information presented


Relevant conclusions drawn from information presented


Use and control of writing conventions without intrusive errors


[third criterion]





Referenced resources means that a written bibliography is included in the presentation.


[Explanatory Note 6]








Presents accurate supporting details, although quotations are not well selected [and elsewhere].





Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate written format:


Introduction stating focus of research


Body of accurate information presented


Relevant conclusions drawn from information presented


Use and control of writing conventions without intrusive errors


[third criterion]





Referenced resources means that a written bibliography is included in the presentation.


[Explanatory Note 6]








Interprets information based on more than one source, but insufficient over whole report for merit.





For three texts:


Presents accurate information.


Draws relevant conclusion. 


Linked to key question 3. 











Interprets information.





For two texts:


Presents accurate information.


Draws relevant conclusion. 


Linked to key question 1. 


Deals with each text separately [and elsewhere].








For three texts:


Presents accurate information.


Draws relevant conclusion. 


Linked to key question 2. 


Deals with each text separately [and elsewhere]








Proposes research question(s) 





Does not select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.


[first criterion]





Overall, this research report:


Does not present accurate information 


Does not draw relevant conclusions 


[as required for achievement]


[second criterion]








Invalid and muddled conclusions presented.





Inaccurate and confusing information presented.





Invalid and muddled conclusions presented.





Inaccurate and confusing information presented.





Inaccurate and confusing information presented.





Information and conclusions presented not linked to the research question [and elsewhere].





Invalid conclusions presented.





Overall, this report does not structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate written format:





Introduction does not state focus of research.


Body of accurate information is not presented.


Relevant conclusions are not drawn from information presented.


writing conventions: intrusive errors.


[third criterion]





An acceptable written bibliography has not been included.


[Explanatory Note 6]








Information and ideas are organised and structured in an appropriate and effective written format:


Introduction stating focus of research


Body of accurate information presented


Relevant conclusions drawn from information presented


Accurate use and control of writing conventions
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