CLASSICAL STUDIES NCEA LEVEL 2 & 3

PHILOSOPHY AND AIMS

Preamble

1. Classical Studies is understood as the study of the civilisations of classical Greece and Rome without the study of the classical languages, Greek and Latin. While the study of any civilisation is recognised to be educationally beneficial, the particular case for including classical studies in the curriculum of New Zealand secondary schools rests on two main grounds: 

(i) The historical importance of classical civilisation in the cultural tradition of Western Europe which is an important part of contemporary New Zealand culture. In classical Greece and Rome are to be found the origins of much of our art, science, literature, law, philosophy, politics and religion. Knowledge of the sources and development of a cultural tradition is essential to its continuing vitality. 

(ii) The intrinsic quality and interest of the products of classical civilisation. The Greeks and Romans produced works of the intellect and creative imagination which are recognised to be of the very highest quality and which can still evoke a strong and enriching response in New Zealand school students. 

2. Classical studies is a “multi-disciplinary” subject, including a number of different types of study, eg history, literature and art, which are normally separated in the curriculum. Students may therefore gain experience of the connections that can exist between different intellectual disciplines. 

Aims of the Course 

1. To provide students with a knowledge and appreciation of selected areas of Greek and Roman civilisation. 

2. To encourage students to make comparisons between classical civilisation and contemporary New Zealand. 

3. To provide experience of a variety of different types of subject matter, evidence and argument. 

4. To provide a course which will interest and stimulate students of differing abilities and academic backgrounds. 

5. To allow teachers reasonable freedom to choose aspects of classical civilisation appropriate to their own and their students’ interests. 

6. To provide a progression in the subject from Year 12 to Year 13 while still allowing for students who may wish to begin the subject in Year 13. 

Note: 
Appropriate resources are listed on the NZ Association of Classical Teachers (NZACT) website http://www.clas.canterbury.ac.nz/nzact/.
