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Internal Assessment Resource

Art History Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91487

Examine the different values placed on art works

	Resource title: Values in Renaissance art

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91487-01-6016

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Art History 91487. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the Standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to select an Italian Renaissance place of worship (church or chapel) and to create a guide booklet that examines and compares the different values placed on the art works, using supporting evidence.

This internal assessment resource can be adapted to suit any topic or approach. For example, it could be used after examining art works during a field trip to a local building or space such as a town square or cemetery.

Presentation of evidence could take a number of other forms, such as a website or virtual tour.

Students will not be assessed on the design of their guide booklet but on how well they analyse the different values that are placed on the art works. 

Prior to this activity, you may wish to take students to a local church or take a virtual tour of Renaissance places of worship.

Conditions

The assessment activity is an individual activity and will take place over four weeks of in-class and out-of-class time.

Resource requirements

Useful resources include:

Hartt, Frederik. (1980). History of Italian Renaissance Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture. London: Thames and Hudson.

Laskowski, Birgit. (2007). Piero della Francesca (Masters of Italian Art series). Potsdam: Tandem Verlag.

Murray, Linda. (1967). The High Renaissance and Mannerism (World of Art series). London: Thames and Hudson.

Paoletti, John T and Radke, Gary M. (2005). Art in Renaissance Italy (third edn). London: Laurence King Publishing.

Schneider Adams, Laurie. (2001). Italian Renaissance Art (first edn). New York, Westview Press.

Additional information

Examples of virtual tours can be found at Web Gallery of Art www.wga.hu and http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Examine the different values placed on art works.
	Examine, in-depth, the different values placed on art works.
	Examine, perceptively, the different values placed on art works.




Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to produce a detailed guide booklet for art history students on a field trip in Italy. The focus of the booklet is to examine the different values placed on at least three art works and/or architectural features in a Renaissance place of worship (church or chapel). 

Teacher note: This internal assessment resource can be adapted to suit any topic or be part of a field trip to a local building or public space.

A virtual tour may also be an appropriate medium for presentation.

You will be assessed on the perceptiveness of your analysis and your integration of supporting evidence.

This is an individual task. 

Your assessment takes place during one week of in-class time and four weeks of out-of-class time.

Task

Choose a Renaissance place of worship, for example, Arena Chapel, Sistine Chapel, San Francesco (Arezzo), Brancacci Chapel, Chapel of the Magi – Palazzo Medici Riccardi, or any other building that your teacher approves.

· Select three art works and/or architectural features in your chosen place of worship. Make colour photocopies or source copyright-free digital images of these works.

· Create, photocopy, or source a digital floor plan, map, or diagram that shows the location of your three art works and/or architectural features in the building. 

· Use texts and other resources to research the values placed on each of your three art works. 

Teacher note: The Standard does not require the students to complete a research task. It is appropriate for you to select specific art works in a church or chapel that the students have not previously discussed in class work and provide resources that would enable them to do their examination of the values placed on the art works and create their booklet.

Create a guide booklet

Create a guide booklet that explains and analyses the different values placed on your selected art works and/or architectural features. 

Introduction

Write an introduction to your guidebook to identify the three art works and/or architectural features that you have chosen. Include a map or diagram that shows their location in the building.

Analysis

Analyse the different values placed on each art work and/or architectural feature:

(a)  Provide a colour illustration of each art work and/or architectural feature and annotate it with comments that explain the links between specific features of the work and the values you have identified. 

(b)  For each art work and/or architectural feature, write a paragraph in which you use supporting evidence from the art works and other sources to explain and analyse the different values that have been placed on the work. 

When analysing the works consider:

· specific meanings of the art works and/or architectural features

· functions of the art works and/or architectural features (such as ritual, inspiring devotion, teaching tool)

· links to the patron or donor

Upon completion, hand in your guide booklet along with a reference list showing the sources you used.

Assessment schedule: Art History 91487 Values in Renaissance art

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student produces a booklet that examines the different values placed on art works by explaining the different values that are placed on at least three art works and/or architectural features, using supporting evidence.
Example

The Brancacci Chapel was donated as a bequest on the death of Pietro Brancacci. By donating this chapel, Brancacci was able to create a public display of his piety and faith. Masaccio depicts Christ performing a miraculous event. Peter catches a fish as instructed by Christ and inside the mouth of the fish he finds the tribute that is to be used to pay the tax. This picture can be seen as having political values because it supports the government.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student produces a booklet that examines, in-depth, the different values placed on art works by analysing the different values that are placed on at least three art works and/or architectural features, using supporting evidence.

Example

The Brancacci Chapel contains a series of frescoes depicting different scenes in the life of St Peter that both teach the congregation important events from the Bible and inspire devotion by displaying the miracles of Christ and his disciples. Whereas these frescoes may be seen to communicate purely the religious values of 15th century Italy, the choice of St Peter as subject matter also acted as a form of political propaganda. St Peter was the first Pope; therefore his prominence in the church serves as a reminder of papal power and allegiance to Rome. The painting of The Tribute Money by Masaccio illustrates Jesus’ paying of taxes. The selection of this scene is significant because it shows even Jesus had to pay taxes and taught his disciples that Christians needed to “render unto Caesar” and were subject to the power of the state.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student produces a booklet that examines, perceptively, the different values placed on art works by providing an insightful analysis of the different values that are placed on at least three art works and/or architectural features, integrating supporting evidence.

Example

The Brancacci Chapel contains a series of frescoes depicting different scenes in the life of St Peter. The miracles of Christ in The Tribute Money and Peter in St Peter Healing with His Shadow provide evidence of spiritual power to inspire faith and communicate moral messages to the congregation.

The choice of St Peter is significant, not only because he was the patron saint of Brancaccii, but also because he was the rock of the Catholic church. He provides a link between the teachings of the Bible and the modern church as he travelled to Rome and founded the Catholic church. The church justifies its legitimacy through tracing this direct link to Christ. This thereby gives divine legitimacy to political messages contained within the church. For example, the message of The Tribute Money, in which Christ instructs his disciples “to render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s”, is used to outline for Christians the parameters of worldly matters. Although they submit foremost to God as followers, as citizens they must also submit to the state.

While it has been argued that the inclusion of The Tribute Money was because Brancacci wanted to instruct the congregation to pay the catasto of 1427, the inclusion of St Peter and Brancacci’s close connections to the papacy make it more likely that the intended message was to show the agreement of Pope Martin V 1423 to the state tax.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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