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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91491

Demonstrate understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings 

	Resource title: Brick

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91491-01-6206

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Media Studies 91491: Demonstrate understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings 

Resource reference: Media Studies 3.2B
Resource title: Brick
Credits: 3
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 91491. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting 

This resource requires students to demonstrate their understanding of the meaning of the film Brick (2005) through making different readings (interpretations) of it. 
Prior to this assessment, you will need to model how to make different interpretations (readings) of a film in a teacher-led activity or class discussion. These teacher-led activities/class discussions could be of readings of a different media text(s) or an interpretation of Brick that students could not then replicate.

Conditions 

This assessment will take place over 6 hours of in-class and out-of-class time.
This activity is an individual activity, and you will need to ensure authenticity of all student work.

As students develop their responses, you can offer appropriate guidance. For example, you could encourage students to develop certain ideas in more depth but you may not suggest specific ideas. 

Resource requirements
Teachers/students will need access to Brick (2005), directed by Rian Johnson, and a DVD player and television, a projector and sound system, or a computer with DVD capability.
Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Media Studies 91491: Demonstrate understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings 
Resource reference: Media Studies 3.2B
Resource title: Brick
Credits: 3
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings.
	Demonstrate perceptive understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings.


Student instructions 
Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to demonstrate understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings You will provide two interpretations of the film Brick, directed by Rian Johnson, which you will present as two separate essays/reports.

Teacher note: Adapt this activity to suit any other film that is more appropriate to your course work. You could provide a list of possible films for the students to choose from. 

Alternatively, you might ask students to read a different type of media text. Examples include: a magazine feature article, a radio broadcast, a documentary, or a television programme. 

Make sure that the text students use is of sufficient complexity to provide them with the opportunity to achieve the standard at any level.
You will have approximately 6 hours of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this assessment.

You will complete this as an individual task. 

You will be assessed on how well your readings explain the meaning of the film, including the impact/effect and wider implications of the readings on its meaning.

Task

Develop your readings

Watch the film Brick, directed by Rian Johnson.
You may need to watch the film more than once to make sure you have enough information to form strong points for your examination of the film. 
You will probably find it useful to make notes during each viewing to ensure that you have picked out all the relevant information from the film. 

Choose two of the following interpretations or perspectives to apply to Brick:

· auteur/director

· genre

· technical

· representational

· stylistic

· narrative

· cultural

· gendered

· psychological

· political

· historical

· semiotic.

When you have selected two possible interpretations, check them with your teacher to ensure that each interpretation you have chosen offers sufficient depth/complexity for you the opportunity to achieve the standard at all levels.

Teacher note: You will also need to ask students to show you their work as they proceed to monitor progress and to confirm the authenticity of student work.

State each of your choices as a hypothesis that you will discuss and support with evidence. For example, if you chose “gendered” as one of your interpretations to examine you might state your hypothesis as: “Brick is a sexist film that presents women in a negative light”.

Select key evidence from Brick to support your two interpretations (readings).

Develop your two interpretations (readings) of Brick so that they include:

· explanation of the meaning of the text that is revealed though each reading

· analysis of how each interpretation (reading) uncovers, adds or changes the meaning of the film 
· evaluation of the significance of the effect of different readings for the text and/or society

· accurate and relevant evidence from the film and other sources. 

· connections to media theory.
Present your readings

Present your readings of Brick in two written essays or reports. 

One essay/report is required for each interpretation (reading).

Each essay/report should be approximately 800 words in length.

Assessment schedule: Media Studies 91491 Brick
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates their understanding of the meaning of Brick by explaining two different readings of the film.

The student interprets the film from different perspectives or theoretical viewpoints such as auteur, genre, psychological, historical, sociological, cultural or gendered.

The student explains how details of the film enable the viewer to make meaning from the text through each of at least two different readings/interpretations.
The student supports their interpretations with specific evidence.

For example:
Genre reading – stock characters

Brendan’s isolation throughout the film plays to the noir stereotype of the flawed hero and the teen genre stereotype of the rebel. Johnson’s use of rule-of-thirds in Brick contributes to the portrayal of his isolation throughout the film. When Brendan is walking across the school field, the extreme long shot showing him to the left of the screen and a lot of empty negative space to the right contributes to the audience’s understanding of him as being on his own. This is supported by his continual insistence to The Brain not to contact him and that they should stop meeting in public. 
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student demonstrates their in-depth understanding of the meaning of Brick by analysing two different readings of the film.

The student interprets the film from different perspectives or theoretical viewpoints such as auteur, genre, psychological, historical, sociological, cultural or gendered. 

The student explains and analyses how details of the film enable the viewer to make meaning from the text through each of at least two different readings/interpretations. The analysis may involve the ways in which a reading uncovers, adds or changes the meaning of the film. The student may make references and/or connections to media theory.
The student supports their interpretations with specific evidence from the film and other sources.

For example:
Genre reading – stock characters

Laura fulfils the stock character role of the femme fatale. Typically the villain of the film, a femme fatale is inclined to use her feminine wiles to coerce a hero or protagonist to do their bidding. To help indicate this, the director has used costume to reinforce the areas in which Laura has had an influence, for example, her wearing a bird hair clip in the final scene with Brendan on the field. This can be linked to the frequent shots of birds or bird-related props throughout the film. An example of this is the shot of the large flock of birds taking off from the school field. The audience can be perplexed by these continual references to birds as there is no apparent link to the film until the end scene where Brendan confronts Laura, and it is explained to the audience that she has had an influence on all the situations in the film that were highlighted by the inclusion of birds.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student demonstrates their perceptive understanding of the meaning of the film Brick by evaluating the wider implications of two different readings on the meaning of the film. 

The student interprets the film from different perspectives or theoretical viewpoints such as auteur, genre, psychological, historical, sociological, cultural or gendered. 

The student explains and analyses how details of the film enable the viewer to make meaning from the text through each of at least two different readings/interpretations.The analysis may involve the ways in which a reading uncovers, adds or changes the meaning of the film. The student may make references and/or connections to media theory.

The student evaluates the significance of the effect of each of the different readings for the text and/or society. This significance may include aesthetic, social, cultural, political, historical, economic, technological, or ideological considerations.

The student supports their interpretations with specific evidence from the film and other sources.
For example:
Genre reading – stock characters
Brick uses stock characters to bring about the high-school social order that is so reminiscent of a political structure. The “upper crust”, or in-crowd, represents the popular and Brendan himself the unpopular. 

However, the stereotypes are more heavily ingrained than that. Brendan is “The Outsider”, sitting by himself at lunch, brooding with animosity towards the world. The stereotype of “The Princess” can be seen in Laura, and as a permutation, the seductive drama queen Kara. 

These are the most popular girls in school, beautiful and sought after. They are in positions of power and use their feminine wiles to get what they want. The jocks are seen in Brad and Tug. Jocks are the built-in bad-guys, and Brad is the quintessential jock, in the football team and almost always seen in his letterman jacket. Tug fits this stock character loosely simply because he is the bully and the muscle in the film. 

Although these stock characters are present in Brick, the movie rejects them in a sense. Brick takes a different perspective to stock characters to most teen films. The usual attitude would be that the “upper crust” is the ideal, the group whose behaviour should be emulated. However, Brick doesn’t take this standpoint, rather it glorifies being an outsider. Brendan never aspires to becoming one of the popular, who are seen as shallow and pathetic. The princesses are portrayed as manipulative users with Machiavellian tendencies. Tug is excessively violent, resorting to brutality rather than words or logic to solve his problems, and Brad is seen as stupid and egocentric.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.




Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.

NZQA Approved





� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���





This draft resource is copyright © Crown 2009
Page 16 of 6
This resource is copyright © Crown 2012

Page 1 of 1

_1281007824.doc
[image: image1.png]National Certificate of Educational Achievement
TAUMATA MATAURANGA A-MOTU KUA TAEA







